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In accordance with Section 324.32910(1) of Part 329, Great Lakes Protection, of the
Natural Resources and Environmental Protection Act, 1994 PA 451, as amended
(NREPA), attached is the Michigan Department of Environment, Great Lakes, and
Energy’s (EGLE) report on the Michigan Great Lakes Protection Fund (MGLPF) for
calendar year 2025. The MGLPF is a designated source of funding to support projects
that meet EGLE’s strategic goals and that are consistent with Part 331, Regional Great
Lakes Protection Fund, of the NREPA.

If you need further information, please contact Emily Finnell, Great Lakes Senior
Advisor and Strategist, Office of the Great Lakes, at 517-599-1330 or
FinnellE@Michigan.gov; or you may contact me at 517-243-6195.
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of the Natural Resources and Environmental Protection Act,
1994 PA 451, as Amended

People with disabilities may request this material in an alternate format by emailing
EGLE-Accessibility@Michigan.gov or calling 800-662-9278.

EGLE does not discriminate on the basis of race, sex, religion, age, national origin, color,
marital status, disability, political beliefs, height, weight, genetic information, or sexual
orientation in the administration of any of its programs or activities, and prohibits intimidation
and retaliation, as required by applicable laws and regulations.

This document and its contents are subject to the Freedom of Information Act and may be
released to the public.
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The mission of the Michigan Great Lakes Protection Fund (MGLPF) is to provide funding for
innovative research and demonstration projects that advance knowledge about Great Lakes
ecosystems and their interactions with Michigan communities. Funded projects support and
inform work to ensure a healthy environment, strong economy, and high quality of life for the
people of Michigan. The Michigan Department of Environment, Great Lakes, and Energy’s
(EGLE) Office of the Great Lakes (OGL) manages the MGLPF. In calendar year 2025 the OGL
leveraged $390,536 of the MGLPF to launch one project and increase financial support to an
existing project.

The OGL awarded a grant for $333,790 to Michigan State University (MSU) for a project entitled
Integrating Science, Public Engagement and Innovative Technology for Solving the Plastics
Crisis. This project will characterize the plastic waste in the Grand River, model the hydrology
and hydrodynamics of the Grand River, evaluate the potential ecological impacts of bubble
barrier technology, conduct public attitude surveys, and install public art and develop informal
environmental learning materials to engage communities in conversations about healthy rivers,
place relationships, and stewardship. The Grand River watershed is one of the largest
watersheds in Michigan and a major tributary to Lake Michigan. The project will also investigate
the social, ecological, and hydrological conditions of the Grand River prior to and following the
installation of bubble barrier technology. The research team includes MSU’s Water Alliance and
Grand Valley State University.

The OGL amended a grant to the University of Michigan for the Michigan Maritime Strategy
project to extend the end date to January 31, 2026, and increase funding in the amount of
$56,746. The additional funding, along with a time extension, allowed the grantee to provide
additional opportunities for agency, stakeholder, and public review and comment of the draft and
final maritime strategy and additional project deliverables. The 2025 funding is in addition to the
$50,000 from the MGLPF invested in 2024 for this co-funded project with EGLE’s Materials
Management Division, the Michigan Department of Transportation, and the Michigan Economic
Development Corporation’s Office of Future Mobility and Electrification. The University of
Michigan team led by Principal Investigator Dr. Thomas McKenney is engaging state, local, and
federal agencies; tribal governments; port authorities; terminal operators; ship owners;
recreational boaters; marina operators; harbor communities; tourism organizations; community
organizations; and other stakeholders to develop the Michigan Maritime Strategy. The Strategy
will advance greening, electrification, decarbonization, equity and environmental justice,
infrastructure, and sustainability of Michigan’s maritime sector while ensuring the efficient
movement of goods. The project will contribute toward Michigan’s goals under the MI Healthy
Climate Plan. The project will also advance goals and priorities of other state and regional
strategies.

In addition to the grants awarded in calendar year 2025, the OGL actively managed projects
funded by prior fiscal year multi-year grants totaling $549,684 in funding and administered over
$5,000,000 in federal grants.
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