
From: Sarkipato, Ernest (EGLE)
To: Bolf, Michael (EGLE); Nelson, Maureen (EGLE); Onan, Brandon (EGLE); VanDerWoude, Ryan (EGLE); Val

Bosscher; Murphy, Elizabeth
Cc: Bolt, Jennifer (EGLE); Oswald, Eric (EGLE); Thurston, Brian (EGLE); Ruch, Suzann (EGLE); Krisztian, George

(EGLE)
Subject: Benton Harbor Weekly Check-in with EGLE

Topics for weekly discussion:

 

1. Joint Inspection Next Week
2. Summary of external weekly meeting
3. ACO Progress

 a. TMF Outline discussion
 b. FTW - complete
 c. Corrosion Study Update

4. Corrosion Treatment/MOR review
5. LCR Sampling Update
6. School Drinking Water Management
7. Projects

 a. Water Tower
 b. Floc/Sed & SCADA integration

 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

Microsoft Teams meeting 

Join on your computer or mobile app 

Click here to join the meeting <https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-
join/19%3ameeting_YzU0OGMzNWQtNjE0MC00YzlmLWIwMmEtY2RlZGRiYjliYTgz%40thread.v2/0?
context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%22d5fb7087-3777-42ad-966a-892ef47225d1%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%22561a1a99-9d5a-4472-997b-
f1120d804079%22%7d>  

Or call in (audio only) 

+1 248-509-0316, # <tel:+12485090316,,865780095#>    United States, Pontiac 

Phone Conference ID: # 

Find a local number <https://dialin.teams microsoft.com/95e14c4b-c14d-430f-a556-75831bdf54bf?id >  | Reset PIN
<https://mysettings lync.com/pstnconferencing>  

Learn More <https://aka.ms/JoinTeamsMeeting>  | Meeting options <https://teams.microsoft com/meetingOptions/?organizerId=561a1a99-9d5a-4472-
997b-f1120d804079&tenantId=d5fb7087-3777-42ad-966a-
892ef47225d1&threadId=19_meeting_YzU0OGMzNWQtNjE0MC00YzlmLWIwMmEtY2RlZGRiYjliYTgz@thread.v2&messageId=0&language=en-
US>  

________________________________________________________________________________ 

 



From: Sarkipato, Ernest (EGLE)
To: Bolf, Michael (EGLE); Nelson, Maureen (EGLE); Onan, Brandon (EGLE); VanDerWoude, Ryan (EGLE);

bosscher.valerie@epa.gov; Porter, Andrea
Cc: Bolt, Jennifer (EGLE); Oswald, Eric (EGLE); Thurston, Brian (EGLE); Ruch, Suzann (EGLE); Krisztian, George

(EGLE); Philip, Kris (EGLE)
Subject: Benton Harbor Weekly Check-in
Attachments: EPA Briefing.pdf

Good morning, adding Ms. Bosscher and Ms. Porter per Eric’s request. See below for Teams link and call-in number.

 

Rough Agenda:

 

1. Water System Overview
2. ALE / Corrosion Treatment Update
3. ACO Progress Update
4. Joint onsite visit discussion
5. Other Discussion

 

Ernie Sarkipato, P.E.

Surface Water Treatment Specialist

Drinking Water and Environmental Health Division

Michigan Department of Environment, Great Lakes, and Energy

616-307-0261

www.Michigan.gov/communitywater <http://www.michigan.gov/communitywater> 

 

 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

Microsoft Teams meeting 

Join on your computer or mobile app 

Click here to join the meeting <https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-
join/19%3ameeting_YzU0OGMzNWQtNjE0MC00YzlmLWIwMmEtY2RlZGRiYjliYTgz%40thread.v2/0?
context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%22d5fb7087-3777-42ad-966a-892ef47225d1%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%22561a1a99-9d5a-4472-997b-
f1120d804079%22%7d>  

Or call in (audio only) 

+1 248-509-0316,, # <tel:+12485090316, #>    United States, Pontiac 

Phone Conference ID: # 

Find a local number <https://dialin.teams microsoft.com/95e14c4b-c14d-430f-a556-75831bdf54bf?id= >  | Reset PIN
<https://mysettings lync.com/pstnconferencing>  

Learn More <https://aka.ms/JoinTeamsMeeting>  | Meeting options <https://teams.microsoft com/meetingOptions/?organizerId=561a1a99-9d5a-4472-
997b-f1120d804079&tenantId=d5fb7087-3777-42ad-966a-
892ef47225d1&threadId=19_meeting_YzU0OGMzNWQtNjE0MC00YzlmLWIwMmEtY2RlZGRiYjliYTgz@thread.v2&messageId=0&language=en-
US>  

________________________________________________________________________________ 

 







































From: Thurston, Brian (EGLE)
To: Murphy, Elizabeth
Cc: Oswald, Eric (EGLE); Sarkipato, Ernest (EGLE); Bolf, Michael (EGLE)
Subject: City of Benton Harbor - Joint Inspection
Date: Thursday, August 19, 2021 9:48:06 AM

Good morning Beth,
 
Thank you for the discussion this morning regarding our inquiry for a joint enforcement inspection
and your staff’s tentative availability on September 13, 14, and 15 for this inspection in Benton
Harbor.
 
The EGLE lead is Ernest Sarkipato SARKIPATOE@michigan.gov 616-307-0261 for the City of Benton
Harbor.
 
Ernie is in the field today conducting a sanitary survey at another surface water facility.
 
If you should have any questions with this e-mail please contact me to discuss.
 
Sincerely,
Brian E. Thurston, P.E.
Field Operations Section Manager
Drinking Water and Environmental Health Division
Michigan Department of Environment, Great Lakes, and Energy
231-590-3430 | thurstonb@michigan.gov
Follow Us | Michigan.gov/EGLE

 



From: Oswald, Eric (EGLE)
To: Keatley, Aaron (EGLE)
Subject: FW: City of Benton Harbor - Joint Inspection
Date: Thursday, August 19, 2021 9:59:00 AM

FYI on another potential joint inspection.
 
Eric
 

From: Thurston, Brian (EGLE) <THURSTONB@michigan.gov> 
Sent: Thursday, August 19, 2021 9:48 AM
To: Murphy, Elizabeth <Murphy.Elizabeth@epa.gov>
Cc: Oswald, Eric (EGLE) <OswaldE1@michigan.gov>; Sarkipato, Ernest (EGLE)
<SARKIPATOE@michigan.gov>; Bolf, Michael (EGLE) <BOLFM@michigan.gov>
Subject: City of Benton Harbor - Joint Inspection
 
Good morning Beth,
 
Thank you for the discussion this morning regarding our inquiry for a joint enforcement inspection
and your staff’s tentative availability on September 13, 14, and 15 for this inspection in Benton
Harbor.
 
The EGLE lead is Ernest Sarkipato SARKIPATOE@michigan.gov 616-307-0261 for the City of Benton
Harbor.
 
Ernie is in the field today conducting a sanitary survey at another surface water facility.
 
If you should have any questions with this e-mail please contact me to discuss.
 
Sincerely,
Brian E. Thurston, P.E.
Field Operations Section Manager
Drinking Water and Environmental Health Division
Michigan Department of Environment, Great Lakes, and Energy
231-590-3430 | thurstonb@michigan.gov
Follow Us | Michigan.gov/EGLE

 



From: Thurston, Brian (EGLE)
To: Murphy, Elizabeth
Subject: FW: Follow up on voicemail left earlier today
Date: Tuesday, August 24, 2021 2:46:00 PM

Here is our nominations for technical assistance.
 
If you should have any questions with this e-mail please contact me to discuss.
 
Sincerely,
Brian E. Thurston, P.E.
Field Operations Section Manager
Drinking Water and Environmental Health Division
Michigan Department of Environment, Great Lakes, and Energy
231-590-3430 | thurstonb@michigan.gov
Follow Us | Michigan.gov/EGLE

 

From: Bishop, Heather (EGLE) <BishopH@michigan.gov> 
Sent: Tuesday, August 24, 2021 11:00 AM
To: Thurston, Brian (EGLE) <THURSTONB@michigan.gov>
Subject: RE: Follow up on voicemail left earlier today
 
Hi Brian,
 
I am very excited about the opportunity for this assistance.  Please see our list of supplies below. 
These supplies were selected for managerial/technical/financial capacity issues, ongoing
enforcement, new MCL violations, ongoing water system service agreement discussions, and
operator training needs.
 

a. Eau Claire—Need technical assistance on follow through with survey requirements, lead
ALE requiremenets, and multiple lead and copper rule violations.  They were also selected
for a needs survey, and the EPA contractor is starting to set up appointments for the
supplies in our district to do that work.  Kevin and I were discussing joining the contractor
for the needs survey in this particular case, so we can gain a better understanding of what
is going on.

b. Countryside Mobile Home Park—PFAS MCL (received sample results that will trigger MCL
violation 8/20).  Supply is owned and managed by an older woman, who’s husband passed
away earlier this year.  Her husband previously managed their parks.  So she is
overwhelmed with the responsibility of managing this park, plus two others (all in our
district), and we are unsure the best path to resolve the violation.  She could benefit from
some technical assistance in determining a solution, and just overall water supply



management.  She is working with Jason Laney as an OIC, so he could potentially benefit
from training as well.

c. Paw Paw Apts—“found supply” lots of compliance issues—they have contracted Glen
Terry of RCAP as an operator, so they do have assistance through RCAP, but there are
many issues to work through.

d. Southtown—firm capacity issues, isolation, in an ACO and management not
communicative; they are fulfilling the requirements of the ACO, but we are spending a lot
of time reminding them of deadlines to keep them in compliance with it.  JB Garrett is the
operator, and he could benefit from some overall training, including development of SOPs,
ERPs, what is his responsibility vs owner responsibility, etc.  He operates a lot a systems in
our district, so training for JB has the potential to improve multiple systems.

e. KLSWA—managerial and financial capacity and cross connection deficiency for issues with
existing water system agreement with member communities.  Each member community
owns the infrastructure within the municipal boundaries, and then the authority operates
and manages the combined systems.  They are committed to a new water system
agreement, and could use some assistance preparing it. 

f. Burr Oak—managerial, technical and financial capacity issues, under state financial
oversight due to audit issues—tower controls have issues, and we have asked three times
to have them repaired; newer operator is on the right track, but could use some training.

g. White Pigeon—investigating treatment (currently no treatment), chronic historic bacteria
issues likely due to biofilm in the system, newer operator staff could use some training

h. Meadow Woods—facility operations, better understanding of their water supply, lead ALE
activities, construction without a permit.  We would like to give facility staff some more
confidence and understanding of the act, and improve communications with our office. 
They could benefit from SOPs for maintenance, when to boil, what samples need to be
collected following maintenance work, etc.

i. Colony Bay—three wells: one has high nitrates, including historic results over the MCL,
two have arsenic over the MCL; one arsenic well runs to the system with the nitrate well. 
Owner is condo association, and they rely on their operator (JB Garrett) to take care of the
water system.  There is a severe lack of understanding of how the system is deigned to
work, it wasn’t built to the permit, and needs correction.  Cass County water system is
available for connection, but the condo association seems hesitant to connect.  They have
some options for correction, but if they don’t connect, they need some SOPs, and other
plans developed for better management and operator oversight of the system.

 
If you need any additional supplies, please let me know.  We felt these were the highest priority.
 
Heather
 
 

From: Thurston, Brian (EGLE) <THURSTONB@michigan.gov> 
Sent: Thursday, August 19, 2021 11:09 AM
To: Bishop, Heather (EGLE) <BishopH@michigan.gov>
Subject: Follow up on voicemail left earlier today
Importance: High





 
Elizabeth W. Murphy, MPH
(she/her/hers)
Chief, Section 3
Water Enforcement & Compliance Assurance Branch
US Environmental Protection Agency
77 W. Jackson Blvd.
Mail Code ECW-15J
Chicago, IL 60604-3590
Murphy.Elizabeth@epa.gov
phone: (312) 353-4227
1-800-621-8431 x 34227
fax:  (312) 980-8745

Report Environmental Violations  https://www.epa.gov/enforcement/report-environmental-
violation-general-information
 

 

From: Thurston, Brian (EGLE) <THURSTONB@michigan.gov> 
Sent: Thursday, August 19, 2021 8:48 AM
To: Murphy, Elizabeth <Murphy.Elizabeth@epa.gov>
Cc: Oswald, Eric (EGLE) <OswaldE1@michigan.gov>; Sarkipato, Ernest (EGLE)
<sarkipatoe@michigan.gov>; bolfm@michigan.gov
Subject: City of Benton Harbor - Joint Inspection
 
Good morning Beth,
 
Thank you for the discussion this morning regarding our inquiry for a joint enforcement inspection
and your staff’s tentative availability on September 13, 14, and 15 for this inspection in Benton
Harbor.
 
The EGLE lead is Ernest Sarkipato SARKIPATOE@michigan.gov 616-307-0261 for the City of Benton
Harbor.
 
Ernie is in the field today conducting a sanitary survey at another surface water facility.
 
If you should have any questions with this e-mail please contact me to discuss.
 
Sincerely,
Brian E. Thurston, P.E.
Field Operations Section Manager
Drinking Water and Environmental Health Division
Michigan Department of Environment, Great Lakes, and Energy
231-590-3430 | thurstonb@michigan.gov
Follow Us | Michigan.gov/EGLE



 















week.  Our intent is to give you a quick, 10 minute, summary of what we have been doing in Flint
and then hold our normal update meeting.
 
Let me know if this is ok.
 
Eric



From: Sarkipato, Ernest (EGLE)
To: Bolf, Michael (EGLE); Nelson, Maureen (EGLE); Onan, Brandon (EGLE); VanDerWoude, Ryan (EGLE);

bosscher.valerie@epa.gov; Porter, Andrea
Cc: Bolt, Jennifer (EGLE); Oswald, Eric (EGLE); Thurston, Brian (EGLE); Ruch, Suzann (EGLE); Krisztian, George

(EGLE)
Subject: RE: Benton Harbor Weekly Check-in
Date: Friday, September 10, 2021 8:58:00 AM
Attachments: Lab Exterior.pdf

Lab Pit Piping.pdf
Lab Wet Interior.pdf

Eric,
 
To follow up on your questions at yesterday’s weekly meeting, please note the following:
 

1. Dixon provided sandblasting test results, showing no lead from the exterior, interior, or even
pit piping.

2. Water tower project appears to be:
a. Installation of new isolation valve Monday, 9/13.
b. Removal of the altitude valve and install of spool piece is scheduled for 9/15.
c. Following will be filling/chlorination/testing. This would probably put a realistic time

frame around 9/20 to be back online.
 
Ernie Sarkipato, P.E.
Surface Water Treatment Specialist
Drinking Water and Environmental Health Division
Michigan Department of Environment, Great Lakes, and Energy
616-307-0261
www.Michigan.gov/communitywater
 
 
-----Original Appointment-----
From: Sarkipato, Ernest (EGLE) 
Sent: Thursday, January 7, 2021 8:47 AM
To: Sarkipato, Ernest (EGLE); Bolf, Michael (EGLE); Nelson, Maureen (EGLE); Onan, Brandon (EGLE);
VanDerWoude, Ryan (EGLE); Val Bosscher; Porter, Andrea
Cc: Bolt, Jennifer (EGLE); Oswald, Eric (EGLE); Thurston, Brian (EGLE); Ruch, Suzann (EGLE); Krisztian,
George (EGLE); Murphy, Elizabeth; DiCosmo, Nefertiti
Subject: Benton Harbor Weekly Check-in
When: Thursday, September 9, 2021 3:30 PM-4:30 PM (UTC-05:00) Eastern Time (US & Canada).
Where: Microsoft Teams Meeting
 
Topics for weekly discussion:
 

1. Summary of external weekly meeting
2. ACO Progress
3. Corrosion Treatment
4. LCR Compliance





ANALYTICAL LABORATORY REPORT Thursday, July 22, 2021 Page 1 of 2

CUSTOMER: Seven Brothers Painting, Inc.

                          50805 Rizzo Drive

                          Shelby Township, MI  48315

DATE RECEIVED: Tuesday, July 13, 2021

PO/PROJECT #: 

SUBMITTAL #: 2021-07-13-006

LAB NUMBER: AD14072

Sampled By: Bryan Deater

Job Location: Benton Harbor, MI 650,000 Double Ellipse

Sample Identification: 1

Date Sampled: 7/10/21

Sample Description: Abrasive

Date Analyzed: Friday, July 16, 2021

Analysis Method: EPA 6010C-M (ICP-AES Method for Determination of Metals)

ELEMENT RESULT

MAXIMUM 

ALLOWABLE

REPORTING

LIMIT (RL)

5.0 ppm Arsenic < RL 0.20 ppm

100 ppm Barium 4.0 ppm 0.20 ppm

1.0 ppm Cadmium < RL 0.030 ppm

5.0 ppm Chromium < RL 0.050 ppm

5.0 ppm Lead < RL 0.10 ppm

1.0 ppm Selenium < RL 0.20 ppm

5.0 ppm Silver < RL 0.050 ppm

Preparation Method: EPA 1311, 3010A (TCLP for Metals)

Preparation Method: EPA 1311 (TCLP for Metals), EPA 7470A

Analysis Method: EPA 7470A (Mercury in Liquid Waste -- Manual Cold-Vapor Technique)

Date Analyzed: Friday, July 16, 2021

ELEMENT RESULT

MAXIMUM 

ALLOWABLE

REPORTING

LIMIT (RL)

Mercury < RL 0.20 ppm 0.00050 ppm

GPI Laboratories, Inc  has obtained accreditation under the programs detailed on the final page of the laboratory report   The accreditations pertain only to the 

testing performed for the elements, and in accordance with the test methods, listed in the scope of accreditation table   Testing which is performed by GPI 

Laboratories, Inc  according to other test methods, or for elements which are not included in the table fall outside of the current scope of laboratory accreditation

This report shall not be reproduced except in full, without written approval of GPI Laboratories, Inc

4403 Donker CT SE · Grand Rapids, MI 49512-4054 · (616) 940-3112 ·  www gpinet com



ANALYTICAL LABORATORY REPORT Thursday, July 22, 2021 Page 2 of 2

CUSTOMER: Seven Brothers Painting, Inc.

                          50805 Rizzo Drive

                          Shelby Township, MI  48315

DATE RECEIVED: Tuesday, July 13, 2021

PO/PROJECT #: 

SUBMITTAL #: 2021-07-13-006

Tests Reviewed By: David Johnson, Project Manager 

Unless otherwise noted, the condition of each sample was acceptable upon receipt, all laboratory quality control requirements 

were met, and sample results have not been adjusted based on field blank or other analytical blank results.  Individual sample 

results relate only to the sample as received by the laboratory.

Reporting Limit (RL): The lowest concentration of analyte in a sample that can be reported with a defined, reproducible level of certainty. This 

value is based on the lowest standard used for instrument calibration and must be at least twice the MDL.

GPI Laboratories, Inc. has obtained accreditation under the following programs:

·  National Lead Laboratory Accreditation Program (NLLAP)

A2LA: American Association for Laboratory Accreditation (Certificate 5033.01) (www.a2la.org)

·  OH: Ohio Department of Health Lead Poisoning Prevention Program, Approval #E10013 ( www.odh.ohio.gov)

·  National Environmental Laboratory Accreditation Program (NELAP)

NY: State of New York Department of Health, Laboratory ID#11609 (Serial # 63045-63049) (518-485-5570)

LA: State of Louisiana Department of Environmental Quality, Laboratory ID#180321 (Certificate 05036) ( www.deq.louisiana.gov)

OK: Oklahoma Department of Environmental Quality, Laboratory ID#9993 (Certificate 2020-074) ( www.deq.state.ok.us)

Testing which is performed by GPI Laboratories, Inc. according to test methods, or for elements which are not included in the table below fall 

outside of the current scope of laboratory accreditation. Customers are encouraged to verify the current accreditation status with the 

individual accreditation programs by calling or visiting the appropriate website for the applicable program.

SCOPE OF ACCREDITATION

Air and Emissions

Element/Test Method Accreditation(s)

Suspended Particulates:  PM10 / TSP 40 CFR 50 Appendix J / 40 CFR 50 Appendix B NY, LA

Lead in Airborne Dust 40 CFR 50 Appendix G A2LA, LA

Lead in Airborne Dust NIOSH 7300 A2LA, OH, NY, LA

Metals in Airborne Dust NIOSH 7300 A2LA

Solid Chemical Materials

Element/Test Method Accreditation(s)

TCLP EPA 1311(Sample Preparation Method) NY, LA, OK

Lead in Soil EPA 3050B/ EPA 6010C A2LA, OH, NY, LA, OK

Lead in Paint EPA 3050B/ EPA 6010C A2LA, OH, NY, LA

Lead in Paint ASTM D 3335-85A/ EPA 6010C NY

Lead in Dust Wipes EPA 3050B/ EPA 6010C A2LA, OH, NY, LA

Ignitability EPA 1010A NY

pH EPA 9045D NY

Non-Potable Water / Analysis by ICP Solid Chemical Materials

Element/Test Method Accreditation(s)               Method Accreditation(s)

Arsenic EPA 6010C/ EPA 200.7 Rev 4.4 NY, LA, OK EPA 6010C NY, LA, OK

Barium EPA 6010C/ EPA 200.7 Rev 4.4 NY, LA, OK EPA 6010C NY, LA, OK

Cadmium EPA 6010C/ EPA 200.7 Rev 4.4 NY, LA, OK EPA 6010C NY, LA, OK

Chromium EPA 6010C/ EPA 200.7 Rev 4.4 NY, LA, OK EPA 6010C NY, LA, OK

Copper EPA 6010C/ EPA 200.7 Rev 4.4 NY, LA, OK EPA 6010C NY, LA, OK

Lead EPA 6010C/ EPA 200.7 Rev 4.4 NY, LA, OK EPA 6010C NY, LA, OK

Mercury EPA 245.1 Rev.3/ EPA 7470A NY, LA, OK EPA 7471B NY, LA, OK

Nickel EPA 6010C/ EPA 200.7 Rev 4.4 NY, LA, OK EPA 6010C NY, LA, OK

Selenium EPA 6010C/ EPA 200.7 Rev 4.4 NY, LA, OK EPA 6010C NY, LA, OK

Silver EPA 6010C/ EPA 200.7 Rev 4.4 NY, LA, OK EPA 6010C NY, LA, OK

Zinc EPA 6010C/ EPA 200.7 Rev 4.4 NY, LA, OK EPA 6010C NY, LA, OK

Cobalt ---- ---- EPA 6010C NY, LA, OK

Manganese ---- ---- EPA 6010C NY, LA, OK

Acid Digestion EPA 3010A NY, LA EPA 3050B NY, LA

This report shall not be reproduced except in full, without written approval of GPI Laboratories, Inc

4403 Donker CT SE · Grand Rapids, MI 49512-4054 · (616) 940-3112 ·  www gpinet com







ANALYTICAL LABORATORY REPORT Thursday, August 26, 2021 Page 1 of 2

CUSTOMER: Seven Brothers Painting, Inc.

                          50805 Rizzo Drive

                          Shelby Township, MI  48315

DATE RECEIVED: Thursday, August 19, 2021

PO/PROJECT #: 

SUBMITTAL #: 2021-08-19-004

LAB NUMBER: AD15494

Sampled By: Bryan Deater

Job Location: Benton Harbor, MI 650,000 Double Ellipse

Sample Identification: 1

Date Sampled: 08/16/2021

Sample Description: Abrasive

Date Analyzed: Friday, August 20, 2021

Analysis Method: EPA 6010C-M (ICP-AES Method for Determination of Metals)

ELEMENT RESULT

MAXIMUM 

ALLOWABLE

REPORTING

LIMIT (RL)

5.0 ppm Arsenic < RL 0.20 ppm

100 ppm Barium 5.0 ppm 0.20 ppm

1.0 ppm Cadmium < RL 0.030 ppm

5.0 ppm Chromium < RL 0.050 ppm

5.0 ppm Lead < RL 0.10 ppm

1.0 ppm Selenium < RL 0.20 ppm

5.0 ppm Silver < RL 0.050 ppm

Preparation Method: EPA 1311, 3010A (TCLP for Metals)

Preparation Method: EPA 1311 (TCLP for Metals), EPA 7470A

Analysis Method: EPA 7470A (Mercury in Liquid Waste -- Manual Cold-Vapor Technique)

Date Analyzed: Friday, August 20, 2021

ELEMENT RESULT

MAXIMUM 

ALLOWABLE

REPORTING

LIMIT (RL)

Mercury < RL 0.20 ppm 0.00050 ppm

GPI Laboratories, Inc  has obtained accreditation under the programs detailed on the final page of the laboratory report   The accreditations pertain only to the 

testing performed for the elements, and in accordance with the test methods, listed in the scope of accreditation table   Testing which is performed by GPI 

Laboratories, Inc  according to other test methods, or for elements which are not included in the table fall outside of the current scope of laboratory accreditation

This report shall not be reproduced except in full, without written approval of GPI Laboratories, Inc

4403 Donker CT SE · Grand Rapids, MI 49512-4054 · (616) 940-3112 ·  www gpinet com



ANALYTICAL LABORATORY REPORT Thursday, August 26, 2021 Page 2 of 2

CUSTOMER: Seven Brothers Painting, Inc.

                          50805 Rizzo Drive

                          Shelby Township, MI  48315

DATE RECEIVED: Thursday, August 19, 2021

PO/PROJECT #: 

SUBMITTAL #: 2021-08-19-004

Tests Reviewed By: David Johnson, Project Manager 

Unless otherwise noted, the condition of each sample was acceptable upon receipt, all laboratory quality control requirements 

were met, and sample results have not been adjusted based on field blank or other analytical blank results.  Individual sample 

results relate only to the sample as received by the laboratory.

Reporting Limit (RL): The lowest concentration of analyte in a sample that can be reported with a defined, reproducible level of certainty. This 

value is based on the lowest standard used for instrument calibration and must be at least twice the MDL.

GPI Laboratories, Inc. has obtained accreditation under the following programs:

·  National Lead Laboratory Accreditation Program (NLLAP)

A2LA: American Association for Laboratory Accreditation (Certificate 5033.01) (www.a2la.org)

·  OH: Ohio Department of Health Lead Poisoning Prevention Program, Approval #E10013 ( www.odh.ohio.gov)

·  National Environmental Laboratory Accreditation Program (NELAP)

NY: State of New York Department of Health, Laboratory ID#11609 (Serial # 63045-63049) (518-485-5570)

LA: State of Louisiana Department of Environmental Quality, Laboratory ID#180321 (Certificate 05036) ( www.deq.louisiana.gov)

OK: Oklahoma Department of Environmental Quality, Laboratory ID#9993 (Certificate 2020-074) ( www.deq.state.ok.us)

Testing which is performed by GPI Laboratories, Inc. according to test methods, or for elements which are not included in the table below fall 

outside of the current scope of laboratory accreditation. Customers are encouraged to verify the current accreditation status with the 

individual accreditation programs by calling or visiting the appropriate website for the applicable program.

SCOPE OF ACCREDITATION

Air and Emissions

Element/Test Method Accreditation(s)

Suspended Particulates:  PM10 / TSP 40 CFR 50 Appendix J / 40 CFR 50 Appendix B NY, LA

Lead in Airborne Dust 40 CFR 50 Appendix G A2LA, LA

Lead in Airborne Dust NIOSH 7300 A2LA, OH, NY, LA

Metals in Airborne Dust NIOSH 7300 A2LA

Solid Chemical Materials

Element/Test Method Accreditation(s)

TCLP EPA 1311(Sample Preparation Method) NY, LA, OK

Lead in Soil EPA 3050B/ EPA 6010C A2LA, OH, NY, LA, OK

Lead in Paint EPA 3050B/ EPA 6010C A2LA, OH, NY, LA

Lead in Paint ASTM D 3335-85A/ EPA 6010C NY

Lead in Dust Wipes EPA 3050B/ EPA 6010C A2LA, OH, NY, LA

Ignitability EPA 1010A NY

pH EPA 9045D NY

Non-Potable Water / Analysis by ICP Solid Chemical Materials

Element/Test Method Accreditation(s)               Method Accreditation(s)

Arsenic EPA 6010C/ EPA 200.7 Rev 4.4 NY, LA, OK EPA 6010C NY, LA, OK

Barium EPA 6010C/ EPA 200.7 Rev 4.4 NY, LA, OK EPA 6010C NY, LA, OK

Cadmium EPA 6010C/ EPA 200.7 Rev 4.4 NY, LA, OK EPA 6010C NY, LA, OK

Chromium EPA 6010C/ EPA 200.7 Rev 4.4 NY, LA, OK EPA 6010C NY, LA, OK

Copper EPA 6010C/ EPA 200.7 Rev 4.4 NY, LA, OK EPA 6010C NY, LA, OK

Lead EPA 6010C/ EPA 200.7 Rev 4.4 NY, LA, OK EPA 6010C NY, LA, OK

Mercury EPA 245.1 Rev.3/ EPA 7470A NY, LA, OK EPA 7471B NY, LA, OK

Nickel EPA 6010C/ EPA 200.7 Rev 4.4 NY, LA, OK EPA 6010C NY, LA, OK

Selenium EPA 6010C/ EPA 200.7 Rev 4.4 NY, LA, OK EPA 6010C NY, LA, OK

Silver EPA 6010C/ EPA 200.7 Rev 4.4 NY, LA, OK EPA 6010C NY, LA, OK

Zinc EPA 6010C/ EPA 200.7 Rev 4.4 NY, LA, OK EPA 6010C NY, LA, OK

Cobalt ---- ---- EPA 6010C NY, LA, OK

Manganese ---- ---- EPA 6010C NY, LA, OK

Acid Digestion EPA 3010A NY, LA EPA 3050B NY, LA

This report shall not be reproduced except in full, without written approval of GPI Laboratories, Inc

4403 Donker CT SE · Grand Rapids, MI 49512-4054 · (616) 940-3112 ·  www gpinet com







ANALYTICAL LABORATORY REPORT Tuesday, August 17, 2021 Page 1 of 2

CUSTOMER: Seven Brothers Painting, Inc.

                          50805 Rizzo Drive

                          Shelby Township, MI  48315

DATE RECEIVED: Thursday, August 12, 2021

PO/PROJECT #: 

SUBMITTAL #: 2021-08-12-004

LAB NUMBER: AD15220

Sampled By: Bryan Deater

Job Location: Benton Harbor, MI, 650,000 Double Ellipse

Sample Identification: 1 - Benton Harbor, MI 650,000 Double Ellipse (Wet Interior)

Date Sampled: 8/10/21

Sample Description: Spent Abrasive

Date Analyzed: Friday, August 13, 2021

Analysis Method: EPA 6010C-M (ICP-AES Method for Determination of Metals)

ELEMENT RESULT

MAXIMUM 

ALLOWABLE

REPORTING

LIMIT (RL)

5.0 ppm Arsenic < RL 0.20 ppm

100 ppm Barium 5.0 ppm 0.20 ppm

1.0 ppm Cadmium < RL 0.030 ppm

5.0 ppm Chromium < RL 0.050 ppm

5.0 ppm Lead < RL 0.10 ppm

1.0 ppm Selenium < RL 0.20 ppm

5.0 ppm Silver < RL 0.050 ppm

Preparation Method: EPA 1311, 3010A (TCLP for Metals)

Preparation Method: EPA 1311 (TCLP for Metals), EPA 7470A

Analysis Method: EPA 7470A (Mercury in Liquid Waste -- Manual Cold-Vapor Technique)

Date Analyzed: Friday, August 13, 2021

ELEMENT RESULT

MAXIMUM 

ALLOWABLE

REPORTING

LIMIT (RL)

Mercury < RL 0.20 ppm 0.00050 ppm

GPI Laboratories, Inc  has obtained accreditation under the programs detailed on the final page of the laboratory report   The accreditations pertain only to the 

testing performed for the elements, and in accordance with the test methods, listed in the scope of accreditation table   Testing which is performed by GPI 

Laboratories, Inc  according to other test methods, or for elements which are not included in the table fall outside of the current scope of laboratory accreditation
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ANALYTICAL LABORATORY REPORT Tuesday, August 17, 2021 Page 2 of 2

CUSTOMER: Seven Brothers Painting, Inc.

                          50805 Rizzo Drive

                          Shelby Township, MI  48315

DATE RECEIVED: Thursday, August 12, 2021

PO/PROJECT #: 

SUBMITTAL #: 2021-08-12-004

Tests Reviewed By: Katie Root, Quality Manager 

Unless otherwise noted, the condition of each sample was acceptable upon receipt, all laboratory quality control requirements 

were met, and sample results have not been adjusted based on field blank or other analytical blank results.  Individual sample 

results relate only to the sample as received by the laboratory.

Reporting Limit (RL): The lowest concentration of analyte in a sample that can be reported with a defined, reproducible level of certainty. This 

value is based on the lowest standard used for instrument calibration and must be at least twice the MDL.

GPI Laboratories, Inc. has obtained accreditation under the following programs:

·  National Lead Laboratory Accreditation Program (NLLAP)

A2LA: American Association for Laboratory Accreditation (Certificate 5033.01) (www.a2la.org)

·  OH: Ohio Department of Health Lead Poisoning Prevention Program, Approval #E10013 ( www.odh.ohio.gov)

·  National Environmental Laboratory Accreditation Program (NELAP)

NY: State of New York Department of Health, Laboratory ID#11609 (Serial # 63045-63049) (518-485-5570)

LA: State of Louisiana Department of Environmental Quality, Laboratory ID#180321 (Certificate 05036) ( www.deq.louisiana.gov)

OK: Oklahoma Department of Environmental Quality, Laboratory ID#9993 (Certificate 2020-074) ( www.deq.state.ok.us)

Testing which is performed by GPI Laboratories, Inc. according to test methods, or for elements which are not included in the table below fall 

outside of the current scope of laboratory accreditation. Customers are encouraged to verify the current accreditation status with the 

individual accreditation programs by calling or visiting the appropriate website for the applicable program.

SCOPE OF ACCREDITATION

Air and Emissions

Element/Test Method Accreditation(s)

Suspended Particulates:  PM10 / TSP 40 CFR 50 Appendix J / 40 CFR 50 Appendix B NY, LA

Lead in Airborne Dust 40 CFR 50 Appendix G A2LA, LA

Lead in Airborne Dust NIOSH 7300 A2LA, OH, NY, LA

Metals in Airborne Dust NIOSH 7300 A2LA

Solid Chemical Materials

Element/Test Method Accreditation(s)

TCLP EPA 1311(Sample Preparation Method) NY, LA, OK

Lead in Soil EPA 3050B/ EPA 6010C A2LA, OH, NY, LA, OK

Lead in Paint EPA 3050B/ EPA 6010C A2LA, OH, NY, LA

Lead in Paint ASTM D 3335-85A/ EPA 6010C NY

Lead in Dust Wipes EPA 3050B/ EPA 6010C A2LA, OH, NY, LA

Ignitability EPA 1010A NY

pH EPA 9045D NY

Non-Potable Water / Analysis by ICP Solid Chemical Materials

Element/Test Method Accreditation(s)               Method Accreditation(s)

Arsenic EPA 6010C/ EPA 200.7 Rev 4.4 NY, LA, OK EPA 6010C NY, LA, OK

Barium EPA 6010C/ EPA 200.7 Rev 4.4 NY, LA, OK EPA 6010C NY, LA, OK

Cadmium EPA 6010C/ EPA 200.7 Rev 4.4 NY, LA, OK EPA 6010C NY, LA, OK

Chromium EPA 6010C/ EPA 200.7 Rev 4.4 NY, LA, OK EPA 6010C NY, LA, OK

Copper EPA 6010C/ EPA 200.7 Rev 4.4 NY, LA, OK EPA 6010C NY, LA, OK

Lead EPA 6010C/ EPA 200.7 Rev 4.4 NY, LA, OK EPA 6010C NY, LA, OK

Mercury EPA 245.1 Rev.3/ EPA 7470A NY, LA, OK EPA 7471B NY, LA, OK

Nickel EPA 6010C/ EPA 200.7 Rev 4.4 NY, LA, OK EPA 6010C NY, LA, OK

Selenium EPA 6010C/ EPA 200.7 Rev 4.4 NY, LA, OK EPA 6010C NY, LA, OK

Silver EPA 6010C/ EPA 200.7 Rev 4.4 NY, LA, OK EPA 6010C NY, LA, OK

Zinc EPA 6010C/ EPA 200.7 Rev 4.4 NY, LA, OK EPA 6010C NY, LA, OK

Cobalt ---- ---- EPA 6010C NY, LA, OK

Manganese ---- ---- EPA 6010C NY, LA, OK

Acid Digestion EPA 3010A NY, LA EPA 3050B NY, LA

This report shall not be reproduced except in full, without written approval of GPI Laboratories, Inc
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Eric
 

From: Sarkipato, Ernest (EGLE) <SARKIPATOE@michigan.gov> 
Sent: Tuesday, August 10, 2021 8:51 AM
To: Bolf, Michael (EGLE) <BOLFM@michigan.gov>; Oswald, Eric (EGLE) <OswaldE1@michigan.gov>
Cc: Thurston, Brian (EGLE) <THURSTONB@michigan.gov>; Onan, Brandon (EGLE)
<OnanB@michigan.gov>
Subject: RE: Benton Harbor
 
Mike’s list is very comprehensive. Only a couple additions/notes below in red, please take or leave as
you see fit. I changed EGLE to DWEHD except where appropriate (funding, alum sludge issues).
 
Also, added EPA to list of parties consulted to make change to corrosion control treatment (Brandon,
looking at you for that one).
 
-Ernie
 

From: Bolf, Michael (EGLE) <BOLFM@michigan.gov> 
Sent: Monday, August 9, 2021 4:32 PM
To: Oswald, Eric (EGLE) <OswaldE1@michigan.gov>
Cc: Sarkipato, Ernest (EGLE) <SARKIPATOE@michigan.gov>; Thurston, Brian (EGLE)
<THURSTONB@michigan.gov>; Onan, Brandon (EGLE) <OnanB@michigan.gov>
Subject: Benton Harbor
 
Eric,
 
DWEHD has provided extensive technical, managerial, and financial assistance to the city of Benton
Harbor for a number of years. With 24 other water systems in District 93, this has resulted in a very
disproportionate amount of time spent on oversight of one water system.  While the help is justified,
the extra time takes away from important oversight activities in other communities.  The 2018
sanitary survey identified a number of deficiencies and significant deficiencies. Later in October of
2018, the city also experienced the Pb/Cu AL exceedance, which still persists today.  These events
can serve a starting point and below I’ve highlighted efforts that are above and beyond standard
oversight.
 
General Efforts

DWEHD conducted 14 onsite visits during 2018 and 2019 as well as a sanitary survey, prior to
the COVID-19 pandemic (Note, goal of once per quarter).
Attended multiple city commission meetings to inform local officials and discuss the need for
and importance of the ACOs.
Modified our entire communication method to accommodate the city manager’s request. 
Nearly all DW EGLE communication goes through Ernie Sarkipato, which changes our normal
workflow process.
Provided multiple reminders for many ACO deadlines. In many cases, DWEHD had to prompt
the city to provide written requests for extensions when due dates were approaching. 



Negotiated a revised ACO when it became clear that the city’s lack of TMF was the central
barrier to progress.
DWEHD drafted a conceptual guidance document for development of RFP for a TMF Capacity
Study
DWEHD sought and tracked funding source for TMF study (Affordability and Planning Grant
through EGLE)
To ensure ongoing progress on improving revenue, DWEHD drafted language for a
commission resolution to approve the new rate collections procedure.
DWEHD organized multiple inter-divisional discussions and communications at EGLE to
provide guidance on how to properly manage treatment residuals. We determined during a
WTP visit the city had been illegally disposing them, resulting in many follow-up meetings
about how to properly dispose of residuals.
DWEHD established weekly internal meetings with to track progress, monitor enforcement
deadlines, and to brief management.
DWEHD drafted wording for two boil water advisories and walked the city through response
measures.
DWEHD went through the time consuming process of revoking the previous OIC’s certification
and preparing for a contested case.  The OIC’s conduct did not meet Part 19 requirements
and the city did not initiate action against him. This action has resulted in new contract
operations that do meet Part 19 Rules.
After the OIC’s license was revoked, the city brought in contract operators.  Since that time,
we have held 32 weekly operations update meetings with the city and the operators to
ensure projects are in progress and to notify of any upcoming compliance requirements.  This
level of oversight is way beyond what is typical with other water systems.  For example, we
walked them through all the considerations they need to make when taking the water tower
out of service for maintenance, how to establish operational SOPs, how to ensure
accountability of shift operators, and how to sequence treatment equipment maintenance
projects.
Worked with previous OIC on a plan to move coagulation to intended location (rapid mix) per
ACO requirement, and conducted additional inspections/review when a permit was not
obtained prior to starting the work.
Worked with previous OIC on a plan to install a working chlorine analyzer on the plant tap,
then cited violation for lack of maintenance when it was found not working again 18 months
later.
Arranged communications with raw water intake dive contractor following transition of OIC,
to help ensure the intake project would progress as planned.

 
Lead/Copper Specific Efforts

The corrosion control engineer and surface water treatment engineer helped plan/design a
phosphate feed system to quickly provide a level of protection, while the city pursued a
formal CC study. This work is normally done by a consultant, but due to a lack of TMF capacity
and the need for public health protection, DWEHD stepped in to help immediately.  Installed
in Feb 2019, this was entirely funded by pilot grant funds administered by EGLE. The work also
included installation of a finished water meter, as required by the ACO.
Helped arrange and attend an in-person townhall meeting following the first ALE.



DWEHD scoured treatment data to look for any changes in source or treatment that may have
cause the ALE.
DWEHD worked closely work local pediatrician and state/local health to identify any
increasing trends in blood lead levels following the ALE.
The city’s former water operator opposed the number of Pb/Cu samples required by DWEHD. 
In the interest of public health protection, the state has maintained the 60 sample
requirement.
DWEHD staff went onsite to collect WQP samples and trained city operators on how to do it.
Due to an inability to collect enough Pb/Cu samples, DWEHD, DHHS, and the LHD worked with
local community members with outreach to promote sampling.
DHHS and LHD provides POU filters free of charge for anyone in the city.
Helped organize and attend a virtual townhall meeting in 2020 during COVID-19 pandemic,
for continuing ALE.
By Feb 2020, the CC treatment was not effective so EGLE consulted with the city, EPA, and
Cornwell Engineering. This resulted in DWEHD requiring an change in the phosphate chemical
feed and a change in dose.
DWEHD informed the city of a $5.6M EPA grant to support the study and replace LSLs.
DWEHD provided assistance and reminders to the city to ensure the grant application was
submitted on time. DWEHD contacted EPA and advocated for Benton Harbor to get the grant,
which they successfully received.
Due to the city’s lack of TMF, DWEHD staff drafted the RFP wording for the CC study.  We also
answered questions bidders had on the RFP and helped score the bids.
DWEHD staff aided the city in applying for a DWAM grant for LSL verification and Asset
Management activities.
DWEHD staff worked with the city to transition from tracking Pb/Cu samples using site codes
to physical addresses.  This improved the ability to track compliance and to evaluate
treatment effectiveness.
DWEHD staff, including the DW Public Advocate and EJ Coordinator, worked with local
advocates and community members to create a special Task Force to develop educational
materials to inform residents how to reduce their lead exposure risk.

 
Michael Bolf, P.E.
Engineering Unit Supervisor
Drinking Water and Environmental Health Division
Michigan Department of Environment, Great Lakes, and Energy
906-630-4107 (mobile) | bolfm@michigan.gov

 





and your staff’s tentative availability on September 13, 14, and 15 for this inspection in Benton
Harbor.
 
The EGLE lead is Ernest Sarkipato SARKIPATOE@michigan.gov 616-307-0261 for the City of Benton
Harbor.
 
Ernie is in the field today conducting a sanitary survey at another surface water facility.
 
If you should have any questions with this e-mail please contact me to discuss.
 
Sincerely,
Brian E. Thurston, P.E.
Field Operations Section Manager
Drinking Water and Environmental Health Division
Michigan Department of Environment, Great Lakes, and Energy
231-590-3430 | thurstonb@michigan.gov
Follow Us | Michigan.gov/EGLE

 







 
Best,
Alan
 
----------------------------------------------------
Director, Tribal and Multi-media Programs Office (TMPO)
U.S. EPA,  Region 5 
Phone: (312) 353-8894          
 























anderson.victoria@epa.gov
phone: (312) 353-4367
 

































Good morning, Eric. Following up on your discussion yesterday with Mike Harris, do you have any
information on the status of this project? I think one question to us was to explore a convening of
parties to rethink the project, so understanding where this is in the planning/construction phase
would be helpful.
 
Thanks!

From: Rev Edward Pinkney @sbcglobal.net>
Date: July 19, 2021 at 5:56:49 PM CDT
To: Hunter Elizabeth < @gmail.com>, Elin Betanzo
<elin@safewaterengineering.com>, smorduno @gmail.com>, Ron Singleton
<rsingleton@cityofbentonharbormi.gov>, juanita Henry <jhenry@bhcity.org>, "Rev Dr
Don J. Tynes" <bhhc@dr.com>, Ellis Mitchell <emitchell@bhcity.us>,
greenk1@michigans.gov, sarkiptoe@michigan.gov, StrongR1
<StrongR1@michigan.gov>, nicholas.leonard@glelc.org, "Sabater, Juan"
<Sabater.Juan@epa.gov>, "Cisar, Elizabeth" <Cisar.Elizabeth@epa.gov>, "Newton,
Cheryl" <Newton.Cheryl@epa.gov>, Mary Adams <madams@bhcity.us>, Edward Isom
<eisom@cityofbentonharbormi.gov>, Ruthie Haralson
<rharalson@cityofbentonharbormi.gov>, Eugene Anderson

@yahoo.com>, @gmail.com, "Oswald, Eric
(EGLE)" <OswaldE1@michigan.gov>
Subject: Water Crisis in Benton Harbor

To Whom it may concern:

Please take the time to look into this very serious problem as soon as possible.

Thank you

Rev Edward Pinkney





To: Hunter Elizabeth @gmail.com>, Elin Betanzo
<elin@safewaterengineering.com>, smorduno < @gmail.com>, Ron Singleton
<rsingleton@cityofbentonharbormi.gov>, juanita Henry <jhenry@bhcity.org>, "Rev Dr
Don J. Tynes" <bhhc@dr.com>, Ellis Mitchell <emitchell@bhcity.us>,
greenk1@michigans.gov, sarkiptoe@michigan.gov, StrongR1
<StrongR1@michigan.gov>, nicholas.leonard@glelc.org, "Sabater, Juan"
<Sabater.Juan@epa.gov>, "Cisar, Elizabeth" <Cisar.Elizabeth@epa.gov>, "Newton,
Cheryl" <Newton.Cheryl@epa.gov>, Mary Adams <madams@bhcity.us>, Edward Isom
<eisom@cityofbentonharbormi.gov>, Ruthie Haralson
<rharalson@cityofbentonharbormi.gov>, Eugene Anderson

@yahoo.com>, @gmail.com, "Oswald, Eric
(EGLE)" <OswaldE1@michigan.gov>
Subject: Water Crisis in Benton Harbor

To Whom it may concern:

Please take the time to look into this very serious problem as soon as possible.

Thank you

Rev Edward Pinkney





(EGLE)" <OswaldE1@michigan.gov>
Subject: Water Crisis in Benton Harbor

To Whom it may concern:

Please take the time to look into this very serious problem as soon as possible.

Thank you

Rev Edward Pinkney
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___________________________________________________________________________________

From: Oswald, Eric (EGLE) []
To: Strong, Regina (EGLE) [StrongR1@michigan.gov]; Dolehanty, Mary Ann (EGLE) 
[DOLEHANTYM@michigan.gov]; Browne, Elizabeth (EGLE) [BROWNEE@michigan.gov]
CC: 
Subject: FW: Benton Harbor water tower blast cleaning
Sent: Wednesday, July 21, 2021 10:17:41
Attachment 1: image001.jpg
Attachment 2: image002.png
___________________________________________________________________________________

Update – thanks Mary Ann!

 

Eric

 

From: Sarkipato, Ernest (EGLE) <SARKIPATOE@michigan.gov> 
Sent: Wednesday, July 21, 2021 10:10 AM
To: Oswald, Eric (EGLE) <OswaldE1@michigan.gov>; Bolf, Michael (EGLE) <BOLFM@michigan.gov>; 
Krisztian, George (EGLE) <krisztiang@michigan.gov>
Subject: FW: Benton Harbor water tower blast cleaning

 

Update from AQD inspection below. In short, no issues with the containment and Dixon inspector was onsite.

 

Further, records indicate the previous lead coating was already removed, so there is no expectation of lead 
being present.

 

We talked about the report with the City Manager, who would like EGLE to facilitate a meeting between the 
City, Abonmarche, F&V, and the BHCWC (Rev. Pinkney’s Group).

 

Should I be drafting a response to this letter of concern?

 

Ernie Sarkipato, P.E.

Surface Water Treatment Specialist

Drinking Water and Environmental Health Division

Michigan Department of Environment, Great Lakes, and Energy

616-307-0261



file:///C/.. r%20water%20tower%20blast%20cleaning msg.folder/FW_%20Benton%20Harbor%20water%20tower%20blast%20cleaning.txt[10/21/2021 7:11:27 AM]

www.Michigan.gov/communitywater <https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?
url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.michigan.gov%2Fcommunitywater&data=04%7C01%7COswaldE1%40michigan.
gov%7Cbc0d143ae6074acf0f8c08d94c51363f%7Cd5fb7087377742ad966a892ef47225d1%7C0%7C0%7C63
7624733945756771%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1h
aWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=EteoO2iXjuZPMvk7AGCPiiccletBWrfT9ncPhEx0Id0%3D&reserved=
0> 

 

From: Lane, Rex (EGLE) <LANER@michigan.gov <mailto:LANER@michigan.gov> > 
Sent: Wednesday, July 21, 2021 9:34 AM
To: Yazzie, Cody (EGLE) <YazzieC@michigan.gov <mailto:YazzieC@michigan.gov> >
Cc: Deskins, Matthew (EGLE) <DESKINSM@michigan.gov <mailto:DESKINSM@michigan.gov> >; Dolehanty, 
Mary Ann (EGLE) <DOLEHANTYM@michigan.gov <mailto:DOLEHANTYM@michigan.gov> >; Strong, Regina 
(EGLE) <StrongR1@michigan.gov <mailto:StrongR1@michigan.gov> >; Sarkipato, Ernest (EGLE) 
<SARKIPATOE@michigan.gov <mailto:SARKIPATOE@michigan.gov> >
Subject: RE: Benton Harbor water tower blast cleaning

 

Hi Cody,

 

Thanks so much for going out on this complaint on short notice yesterday and for the quick investigative 
summary.  I really appreciate it.  Let me know when you’ve completed your complaint investigation report in 
MACES so I can forward it on to Ernie Sarkipato, DWEHD and other interested parties.

 

Thanks again,

 

Rex Lane

District Supervisor

Air Quality Division

Michigan Dept. of Environment, Great Lakes, and Energy (EGLE) 

7953 Adobe Road, Kalamazoo, MI  49009

Cell: 269-312-1540/  <mailto:laner@michigan.gov> laner@michigan.gov

 <https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?
url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.michigan.gov%2FEGLEConnect&data=04%7C01%7COswaldE1%40michigan.gov
%7Cbc0d143ae6074acf0f8c08d94c51363f%7Cd5fb7087377742ad966a892ef47225d1%7C0%7C0%7C63762
4733945766725%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haW
wiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=oDYukjX1zeKL1xnu8h1iKStOLFJBP0H3IeFu43mApro%3D&reserved=0
> Follow Us |  <https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?
url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.michigan.gov%2FEGLE&data=04%7C01%7COswaldE1%40michigan.gov%7Cbc0
d143ae6074acf0f8c08d94c51363f%7Cd5fb7087377742ad966a892ef47225d1%7C0%7C0%7C637624733945
766725%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXV
CI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=6xUDd%2BnAnFezUJsUvYjtjfmllhi2sV0znkXUtQladxc%3D&reserved=0> 
Michigan.gov/EGLE
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From: Yazzie, Cody (EGLE) <YazzieC@michigan.gov <mailto:YazzieC@michigan.gov> > 
Sent: Wednesday, July 21, 2021 9:25 AM
To: Lane, Rex (EGLE) <LANER@michigan.gov <mailto:LANER@michigan.gov> >
Subject: RE: Benton Harbor water tower blast cleaning

 

Hi Rex, 

 

Just wanted to give you an update on this complaint. When I arrived at the water tower they did have the 
tower tarped off and covered. I spent about 15 minutes looking to see if I could observe any visible 
emissions coming off of the tower. I did not observe any during that time. I also drove around the 
surrounding roads looking for any fallout and also did not observe any fallout that I thought could be 
attributed to the blasting operation. I did go and talk to the foreman on the job and he showed me the 
filtration system they were using and the bags of the waste material that they were collecting. The site was 
clean and did not have any fallout debris. The site also had a third party inspector on site. When I talked to 
him he said making sure there was no fallout was part of what he was there for. He indicated that he hadn’t 
observed any fallout or visible emissions while they were operating that day. I planned on writing the 
complaint report up as needing more complaints before any action could be taken. 

 

If you have any questions just let me know. 

 

Thanks, 

 

Cody Yazzie

Environmental Engineer

Air Quality Division / Kalamazoo District Office

Michigan Department of Environment, Great Lakes and Energy (EGLE)

*New Phone: 269-312-2754 | YazzieC@michigan.gov <mailto:YazzieC@michigan.gov> 

Follow Us <https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?
url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.michigan.gov%2FEGLEConnect&data=04%7C01%7COswaldE1%40michigan.gov
%7Cbc0d143ae6074acf0f8c08d94c51363f%7Cd5fb7087377742ad966a892ef47225d1%7C0%7C0%7C63762
4733945776681%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haW
wiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=e7Ug6mwBjnnKq%2FlSDm5yQTIXJhS%2BW5LeVWBYI6ijsA8%3D&re
served=0>  | Michigan.gov/EGLE <https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?
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url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.michigan.gov%2FEGLE&data=04%7C01%7COswaldE1%40michigan.gov%7Cbc0
d143ae6074acf0f8c08d94c51363f%7Cd5fb7087377742ad966a892ef47225d1%7C0%7C0%7C637624733945
776681%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXV
CI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=s%2B4UJcjA9NugPuoPIOXqHqfsbQX9Y%2BCDUohr3GNcZFw%3D&reserved=
0> 

 

From: Lane, Rex (EGLE) <LANER@michigan.gov <mailto:LANER@michigan.gov> > 
Sent: Tuesday, July 20, 2021 1:31 PM
To: Dolehanty, Mary Ann (EGLE) <DOLEHANTYM@michigan.gov <mailto:DOLEHANTYM@michigan.gov> >
Cc: Yazzie, Cody (EGLE) <YazzieC@michigan.gov <mailto:YazzieC@michigan.gov> >
Subject: Benton Harbor water tower blast cleaning

 

Hi Mary Ann,

 

I just got off the phone with Cody and he’s going to go out to the facility this afternoon.

 

Thanks Cody!

 

Rex Lane

District Supervisor

Air Quality Division

Michigan Dept. of Environment, Great Lakes, and Energy (EGLE) 

7953 Adobe Road, Kalamazoo, MI  49009

Cell: 269-312-1540/  <mailto:laner@michigan.gov> laner@michigan.gov

 <https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?
url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.michigan.gov%2FEGLEConnect&data=04%7C01%7COswaldE1%40michigan.gov
%7Cbc0d143ae6074acf0f8c08d94c51363f%7Cd5fb7087377742ad966a892ef47225d1%7C0%7C0%7C63762
4733945786641%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haW
wiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=2G7IQDPcVH9j1lNEL3mbSKlQVMGCRxEqHLX6U5%2B0hj4%3D&reser
ved=0> Follow Us |  <https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?
url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.michigan.gov%2FEGLE&data=04%7C01%7COswaldE1%40michigan.gov%7Cbc0
d143ae6074acf0f8c08d94c51363f%7Cd5fb7087377742ad966a892ef47225d1%7C0%7C0%7C637624733945
786641%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXV
CI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=TGGY62lcP91%2FNlqk96WsCtrjz6XlZoFTzDurkOybYmI%3D&reserved=0> 
Michigan.gov/EGLE
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___________________________________________________________________________________

From: Oswald, Eric (EGLE) []
To: Strong, Regina (EGLE) [StrongR1@michigan.gov]
CC: Dolehanty, Mary Ann (EGLE) [DOLEHANTYM@michigan.gov]; Browne, Elizabeth (EGLE) 
[BROWNEE@michigan.gov]
Subject: FW: Benton Harbor water tower
Sent: Tuesday, July 20, 2021 11:14:51
___________________________________________________________________________________

FYI – more information prior to our conversation.

 

Eric

 

From: Eric Binkowski <ericbinkowski@dixonengineering.net> 
Sent: Tuesday, July 20, 2021 11:10 AM
To: Sarkipato, Ernest (EGLE) <SARKIPATOE@michigan.gov>
Cc: Bolf, Michael (EGLE) <BOLFM@michigan.gov>; Jason Marquardt <jmarquardt@abonmarche.com>; 
Darold Harlan <dharlan@fv-operations.com>; emitchell@bhcity.us; Oswald, Eric (EGLE) 
<OswaldE1@michigan.gov>; Sue J <rjones@fv-operations.com>
Subject: RE: Benton Harbor water tower

 

CAUTION: This is an External email. Please send suspicious emails to  <mailto:abuse@michigan.gov> 
abuse@michigan.gov

 

Earnie,

 

I’ve talked with the contractor to reaffirm the requirements for use of the containment system to collect dust 
and debris from the abrasive blast cleaning operations.  I also confirmed with our site observation technician 
that during his visits to the site, no dust escape was noted.  It is not uncommon for the equipment on site to 
be running leading up to the time that the abrasive blast cleaning is to begin.  I will also note that it is not 
uncommon for dust and debris to be present on the containment tarps and mechanism and dislodge during 
the raising and lowering of the system.  

 

The information we have on file for the exterior coatings indicates that lead is not present in the coating film 
that is being removed from the exterior surfaces of the tank.  The existing system was applied in 1990 after 
the previous coatings were removed by abrasive blast cleaning.  Lead coatings were phased out before the 
1990’s and the system applied was an epoxy/urethane system similar to what is being used this time as well.  
We have taken a waste sample and are awaiting the results which would represent the due diligence 
required where coatings are being removed and disposed of during a rehabilitation project.  When the 
results of the waste testing become available they will be reviewed and documented in the project file 
information.  
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Non-lead generated dust is to be confined to the property but it is considered a nuisance versus a hazard 
similar to dusts created during road or building demolition and construction. 

 

As to the meeting, I already have a meeting scheduled from 2-4 pm today so I will not be able to attend as 
requested.  Our site observation technician is scheduled to be onsite this afternoon to look at the completed 
blast cleaning before the application of the prime coat.  

 

If you have additional questions, contact me at 616-292-1288

 

Thanks,

 

Eric 

 

From: Sarkipato, Ernest (EGLE) <SARKIPATOE@michigan.gov <mailto:SARKIPATOE@michigan.gov> > 
Sent: Tuesday, July 20, 2021 9:31 AM
To: Eric Binkowski <ericbinkowski@dixonengineering.net <mailto:ericbinkowski@dixonengineering.net> >
Cc: Bolf, Michael (EGLE) <BOLFM@michigan.gov <mailto:BOLFM@michigan.gov> >; Jason Marquardt 
<jmarquardt@abonmarche.com <mailto:jmarquardt@abonmarche.com> >; Darold Harlan <dharlan@fv-
operations.com <mailto:dharlan@fv-operations.com> >; emitchell@bhcity.us <mailto:emitchell@bhcity.us> 
; Oswald, Eric (EGLE) <OswaldE1@michigan.gov <mailto:OswaldE1@michigan.gov> >; Sue J <rjones@fv-
operations.com <mailto:rjones@fv-operations.com> >
Subject: Benton Harbor water tower

 

[EXTERNAL] 

Good morning Eric,

 

We have some concerned folks regarding the ongoing water tower work, in particular the management of 
dust. To help keep them informed, I am hoping to check on a few things with respect to this project:

 

-Is there confirmed (or assumed) presence of lead paint?

-Is the containment effectively controlling dust during removal activities, per project specifications? (see 
photo from Darold, and excerpt from project spec)

 

I am going to forward a meeting invite for today at 3PM, which is a weekly/recurring meeting with city 
officials. It would be great to get an update from Dixon at the beginning of the meeting!
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Ernie Sarkipato, P.E.

Surface Water Treatment Specialist

Drinking Water and Environmental Health Division

Michigan Department of Environment, Great Lakes, and Energy

616-307-0261

www.Michigan.gov/communitywater <https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?
url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.michigan.gov%2Fcommunitywater&data=04%7C01%7COswaldE1%40michigan.
gov%7Ca2de5cc9fa244ad2897b08d94b906bfe%7Cd5fb7087377742ad966a892ef47225d1%7C0%7C0%7C63
7623905923779656%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1h
aWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=zPO7fqeTb1Zeqxs4fOOptndyaW5JTO1aB4JhRjURy1Q%3D&reserv
ed=0> 

 

This e-mail and any attachments it contains are the property of Dixon Engineering, Inc. and are only 
intended for the individual or entity to whom it is addressed. If you have any reason to believe that you’ve 
received this message in error, even if the e-mail is addressed to you, please notify the sender and delete 
this message from your computer immediately; you are strictly prohibited from copying, reviewing, 
distributing or otherwise transmitting this e-mail. 

This e-mail and any attachments it contains are the property of Dixon Engineering, Inc. and are only 
intended for the individual or entity to whom it is addressed. If you have any reason to believe that you’ve 
received this message in error, even if the e-mail is addressed to you, please notify the sender and delete 
this message from your computer immediately; you are strictly prohibited from copying, reviewing, 
distributing or otherwise transmitting this e-mail. 







From: Oswald, Eric (EGLE)
To: Walts, Alan; Strong, Regina (EGLE)
Cc: Murphy, Elizabeth; DiCosmo, Nefertiti; Smith, Molly; Triantafillou, Kathy; Poy, Thomas
Subject: Re: Inviting EGLE to meeting w/ Rev Pinkney (Benton Harbor)
Date: Wednesday, July 28, 2021 6:25:21 PM

Looks like the meeting was set up for the 5th as opposed to the 4th?

Eric





On Aug 16, 2021, at 6:54 AM, Rev Edward Pinkney
< @sbcglobal.net> wrote:

Good Morning

The reason I am writing you . I have not  received a reply. from any member of the (EPA or
EGLE) I am very concern. about the Public Advisory that was sent out on August 4, 2021. 
What happen when lead enter the body. It is distributed throughout the organs such as the
brain, kidney, liver, and bones. It is also stored in the teeth, where it can accumulate over
time and mobilized into the blood and can expose a feus during pregnancy and result in
miscarriage and birth defects. Lead is destroying our children. How Poisonous is lead, as it
affects almost every organ in the body. The nervous system is affected , and lead toxicity
has the most impact. I need to know ,  What is the next step?  Please let me know you
received this information.

 
Rev Edward Pinkney
 

 
<BHCWC funding letter to EPA Region 5_EB.docx>











>>
>> Thank you
>>
>> Rev Edward Pinkney
>>
>>
>>
 




