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To our Michigan community, 
As we look back over the past year and my first 18 months as Director 
of the Michigan Department of Environment, Great Lakes, and Energy 
(EGLE), I am proud to present a few of Team EGLE’s 
accomplishments in this report. Under Governor Gretchen 
Whitmer’s leadership, EGLE has strengthened our commitment to 
protecting this beautiful state and the 10 million Michiganders who 
live, work, and play here. EGLE is also taking on transformative 
leadership, bringing new programs that will directly impact the lives 
of Michigan families. 

In the last year, we have taken significant steps toward realizing a vision for Michigan’s future that is 
rooted in both environmental stewardship and economic vitality. We have focused our efforts on: 

• Establishing Michigan as an enduring national leader in environmental protection, 
safeguarding our air, land, water, and climate. Our work this year has made lasting progress 
that will transcend political shifts and continue to benefit Michiganders. 

• Complementing our core regulatory functions with robust investment in local communities, a 
commitment to environmental justice, and sustainable economic development that helps all 
communities thrive. 

• Challenging our team to keep raising the bar on the positive impact we have on the lives of 
Michiganders by setting ambitious internal stretch goals and learning from other states as we 
strive to make Michigan a national model for environmental progress.  

• Demonstrating leadership in all that we do—from how we communicate with and engage the 
public, to how we respond to emerging threats to public health, to raising resources to 
support our mission. We also remain committed to making EGLE the best place to work in the 
public sector, fostering our team’s passion and dedication. 

This report represents just a small selection of EGLE’s accomplishments during fiscal year 2024 and 
provides a glimpse into the work ahead. I am incredibly proud of what we have accomplished and 
the positive impact it is having for Michiganders, and I am energized for the road that lies before us. 

Thank you for your ongoing support and for being a part of our journey. 

Phillip D. Roos 
Director, Michigan Department of Environment, Great Lakes, and Energy 

 

  



 

Clean Water  
With 3,000 miles of coastline and 76,000 miles of rivers, Michigan has a 
special responsibility to protect our water. EGLE works closely with local 
communities to ensure every Michigander has access to clean drinking 
water; helps prevent flooding through improved stormwater and 
wastewater management; and keeps pollution from entering the state’s 
rivers, wetlands, and our Great Lakes.  

Accomplishments 
• Invested in Water Infrastructure: EGLE gave $1,674,081,956 in 

water infrastructure grants and loans, helping modernize drinking 
water and wastewater treatment plants, improve septic systems, 
upgrade stormwater management, and remove lead service lines. A 
total of $5.3 billion has gone into improving Michigan’s water 
infrastructure since 2019 under Governor Whitmer’s leadership. 

• Supported Hard-Hit Communities: 97% of the Drinking Water State 
Revolving Fund and 81% of funds for wastewater and stormwater 
infrastructure improvement projects went to overburdened 
communities, helping them keep water rates affordable.  

• Innovated on Per- and Polyfluoroalkyl Substances (PFAS) Regulation: Michigan’s first-in-
the-nation Industrial Pre-Treatment (IPP) PFAS initiative, currently implemented at 100 
municipal wastewater treatment plants, has resulted in significant reductions of PFAS 
concentrations—as high as a 99% reduction for some facilities. Ontario, Minnesota, and 
Wisconsin have modeled their regulations on Michigan’s program. 

Lead Service Line Replacement 
November 2023 marked the removal of the last 
residential lead service line in Benton Harbor, part 
of a massive state and federal effort to replace lead 
service lines across both urban and rural 
communities, ensuring clean drinking water in 
every home. In Flint, the first phase of replacement 
has been completed with 10,500 lines replaced, 
with work expected to be completed by the end of 
2025. EGLE also supported Filter First legislation to 
prevent lead exposure at schools and child care 
centers. 

 



 

Climate & Energy 
EGLE is charged with implementing Governor Whitmer’s MI Healthy Climate Plan, a roadmap for 
economy-wide carbon neutrality by 2050, which was adopted in 2022 and enhanced by the 
transformational Clean Energy Future Package legislation passed in late 2023. This work has made 
Michigan a national leader in clean energy policy, the No. 1 state in the country in landing clean 
energy projects from the Inflation Reduction Act, and a top state for clean energy jobs.  

Accomplishments 
• Brought Federal Dollars to Michigan Homes: EGLE won more than $500 million in climate and 

clean energy funding from federal resources this year. Highlights include the MI Home Energy 
Rebate Programs and MI Solar for All, which will help over 20,000 families lower their energy bills 
with home improvements, energy efficient appliances, and access to affordable solar power.  

• Improved Statewide Recycling Rate: The state’s recycling rate has risen from 14% in 2015 to 
23% in 2024 and is on track to reach the statewide goal of 29% by 2030, thanks to new grants to 
community recycling programs and support for county-wide plans that encourage recycling 
over disposal.  

• Launched the Second Cohort of the Michigan Climate Corps: 32 new members joined the 
state’s successful Climate Corps program. Members serve at nonprofits and government 
agencies across the state, supporting support MI Healthy Climate plan goals. Many members 
join Michigan’s climate workforce after completing the program—two-thirds of members from 
the first cohort have already been offered permanent jobs. 

Meet Climate Corps members and learn about their projects in an interactive map. 

Pioneering Methane Detection for Landfill 
Gas 
Advanced technologies deployed by EGLE have dramatically 
improved detection of methane, a potent greenhouse gas, that is 
produced by decomposing materials in landfills. High-tech 
measurement devices and infrared cameras allow inspectors to 
detect emissions leaks as well as reduce potential nuisance 
odors, enhance safety, and improve response times. This and 
other research have shown landfills to be a larger source of 
methane than originally thought, so tracking and reducing 
methane can have a large impact on the climate and public 
health. 

EGLE staff uses handheld monitor 
during landfill inspection. 
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Clean Air 
By reducing harmful air pollutants, such as ozone, particulates, and lead, EGLE is working to lower 
the risk of respiratory issues, heart disease, and other health problems and creating a safer, 
healthier environment for current and future generations. 

Accomplishments 
• Continued Air Quality Improvement: Michigan has made 

steady progress toward cleaner, healthier air. Over the last two 
decades, levels of ground-level ozone (commonly called 
“smog”) have dropped 20% and particulates like soot and dust 
have been reduced by 35%. 

• Expanded Air Monitoring Network: In response to requests 
from Tribes and other impacted communities, EGLE has added a 
new monitor in Marquette County that will offer information 
about particulate emissions from mining operations and plans 
new monitoring in Detroit, Kalamazoo, and Flint in 2025. 

• Closed Methane-Emitting Gas Wells: EGLE plugged 247 abandoned oil and gas wells in 2023 
and 2024, thanks to the Bipartisan Infrastructure Law and state funds. Plugging these wells 
protects groundwater and prevents methane and harmful toxins from entering the atmosphere.  

 
  

 

MiEJScreen 
Michigan’s Environmental Justice 
 Screening Tool, MiEJScreen, was 
finalized and launched in August 2024. 
The tool provides a neighborhood-level view 
of environmental vulnerability, combining air 
quality and environmental data alongside 
economic conditions, health factors, and 
locations of schools, playgrounds, and 
places of worship. It enables policymakers, 
organizations, and community leaders to 
prioritize resources and reduce exposure for 
environmental risks while also offering 
background on age, education, and language 
to inform better community engagement. 

 

A newly-launched 
dashboard shows 

real-time air quality 
information at 

Michigan.gov/MiAir 

MiAir 
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https://air-egle.hub.arcgis.com/


 

Responsible Economic Development 
Michigan is leading the way in responsible economic development, strategically investing in 
revitalizing communities and creating thousands of jobs while prioritizing environmental 
stewardship. 

• Enabled Brownfield Redevelopment: Since 2019, Michigan’s Brownfield Redevelopment 
Program has made more than $160 million in investments in 402 properties, addressing 
contamination so sites can be put back into productive use. The program has created 
19,000 jobs and leverages an average of $45 in private investment for every state dollar 
invested. 

• Increased Permitting: Following a 2023 Executive Order to make permitting more efficient 
and transparent, EGLE approved more than 23,000 permits for businesses and residents, a 
3% increase from the previous year.  

• Made EGLE Accessible: The Environmental Assistance Center answered 20,000 calls, 
helping businesses navigate EGLE’s permitting system and helping residents access 
services like asbestos remediation and private well testing.   

 

 
 
 
 
 

Dorsey Estates workforce housing 
46 families will move into new, affordable cottages and townhomes 
at Ypsilanti’s Dorsey Estates in the coming months. The project 
received a $1 million Brownfield Redevelopment Grant from EGLE to 
remove contaminated soil, covering unanticipated costs related to 
removing contamination. Located just a few blocks from the Depot 
Town shopping and restaurant district, the new homes provide 
much-needed workforce housing in the area. 

 

 

  

EGLE’s RenewMI Project Viewer 
includes detailed profiles of 

redevelopment projects. 
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https://www.dorseyestates.com/
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Contaminated Site Cleanup 
EGLE takes seriously its responsibility of addressing Michigan’s legacy pollution and preventing 
toxic exposures that can harm people and the environment. Eliminating contamination is also a key 
tool for restoring waterways and community land to productive use, whether as housing and 
commercial spaces or as parks and trails. 

• Boosted Contaminated Site Cleanup: EGLE has ramped up work on contaminated sites, 
addressing 751 sites in 2024. 426 of these were closures of Leaking Underground Storage 
Tanks, after a new process more than doubled the number of closures compared to the 
previous year. The team also completed risk assessment for nearly 10,000 previously 
unreviewed sites, which will help prioritize their efforts.  

• Protected our Great Lakes: Since 2019, EGLE has completed 59 of 
the 111 Great Lakes Restoration efforts identified for Michigan 
under the Great Lakes Water Quality Agreement between the 
United States and Canada. Michigan accounts for almost 40% of 
the work completed across the Great Lakes basin. 

• Added Public Transparency: 5 million new pages were added to an 
online library documenting contaminated sites in Michigan. Making 
information like this publicly available has reduced Freedom of 
Information Act requests by 10% over the last two years and 
reduced the time it takes for requestors to get information. 

 

Phone Call Leads to Emergency Cleanup 

In January 2024, EGLE received a call 
from a resident on the Pollution 
Emergency Alerting System (PEAS) 
hotline (800-292-4706), reporting leaking 
containers filled with chemicals on a 
small, wooded site located in Kent 
County, Michigan. EGLE quickly 
inspected the site and requested 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
(EPA) assistance to assess more than 
175 drums and tanks, which were 
leaking an oily substance and were found to contain lead, benzene, and other 
hazardous materials. EGLE worked with the EPA to rapidly remove the tanks and 
contaminated soil and has filed charges to hold polluters accountable. 

Get the full 
background on 
contaminated 

sites in your area 
using the RIDE 

Mapper. 
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https://www.michigan.gov/egle/maps-data/ride-mapper
https://www.michigan.gov/egle/maps-data/ride-mapper


 

The inaugural 
Environmental Justice 
Impact Grants program 
had 189 applicants for 
$20 million in funding.  

25 more organizations 
formed the first cohort of 
the Justice 40 Accelerator, 
which offers technical 
assistance and positions 
groups to receive federal 
funding. 

Community Engagement and Investment 
When it comes to working with communities across our great state, EGLE’s approach can be 
summed up in three words, “talk to people!” By spending time listening and understanding the 
needs of stakeholders and everyday residents, EGLE has modified policies and launched unique 
partnerships to serve communities. 

• Collaborated at Conferences and Events:  EGLE 
convened more than 25,000 scientists and practitioners at 
125 events focused on aspects of environmental protection. 
The December 2023 virtual Great Lakes PFAS Summit 
included 2,100 attendees from all 50 states and several 
other countries and May’s MI Healthy Climate Conference 
drew more than 700 attendees. 

• Engaged Students in Stewardship: EGLE outreach events 
and hands-on educational experiences reached more than 
20,000 youth, adults, and educators. 343 preK-12 schools 
were recognized through the Michigan Green Schools 
Program and 165 middle and high school students from 21 
schools participated in the first annual MI Student 
Sustainability Summit.  

• Promoted Radon Awareness with Innovative Video:  
EGLE’s parody music video to Sabrina Carpenter's hit song 
"Please, Please, Please," which was created in support of 
The Indoor Environments Association's effort to promote 
radon testing and awareness, took the award for top video. 
Check it out on EGLE’s YouTube channel. 

 

Ox Creek Revitalization 
In July the community-led Ox Creek Coalition unveiled a draft plan for the transformation of 
Benton Harbor’s Ox Creek corridor from an industrialized and heavily polluted area to a 

vibrant attraction that offers 
biking/ walking trails and bridges, 
commercial development, housing 
opportunities, and more. More 
than $11 million in grant funding 
has been secured since 2022, and 
EGLE has been a key partner in 
supporting the redevelopment.  
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https://www.michigan.gov/egle/regulatory-assistance/funding/oejpa/ej-impact
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