
                                      

    

        
      

   
 

      

     

        

       

     

    

        

      

   

    

      

       

      

        

        

   

       

       

      

     

       

 
            

            

          

   
           

            

      
  

Fact Sheet West Michigan 2015 Ozone NAAQS Serious Element SIP 

West Michigan Serious Elements for the 2015 Ozone 
National Ambient Air Quality Standard State 
Implementation Plan Submittal 
Fact Sheet 
The Michigan Department of Environment, Great 

Lakes, and Energy (EGLE) regulates levels of 

ground-level ozone in the outdoor air by making 

sure Michigan is meeting or “attaining” the United 

States Environmental Protection Agency (USEPA) 

national ambient air quality standards (NAAQS). 

Ozone is a regional pollutant that is formed in the 

atmosphere over time from emissions of volatile 

organic compounds (VOC) and nitrogen oxides 

(NOx). When VOC and NOx emissions are 

combined on warm and sunny days, harmful 

ground-level ozone may form. When an area is not 

meeting the standard EGLE takes additional steps 

to bring that area back into attainment. Additional 

information can be found within the EGLE Ozone 

and Nonattainment FAQ document. 

EGLE has opened a public comment period for the 

West Michigan Serious Elements for the 2015 

Ozone National Ambient Air Quality Standard 

(NAAQS) State Implementation Plan (SIP) submittal. 

What is the National Ambient Air Quality Standard 

for Ozone? 
The USEPA revised the primary NAAQS for ground-level ozone on October 26, 2015. 

The new standard is based on the 3-year average of the annual 4th highest daily 

maximum 8-hour ozone concentration. This level is set at 70 parts per billion. 

What does nonattainment mean? 
Nonattainment is a term applied to an area that has pollutant concentrations above 

federal air quality standards over a long period. An area may also be considered 

Figure 1. Map of West Michigan 
Serious Ozone Nonattainment Areas 
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https://www.michigan.gov/egle/-/media/Project/Websites/egle/Documents/Programs/AQD/monitoring/ozone-nonattainment-faqs.pdf
https://www.michigan.gov/egle/-/media/Project/Websites/egle/Documents/Programs/AQD/monitoring/ozone-nonattainment-faqs.pdf
https://Michigan.gov/Air
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nonattainment if pollution from that area is contributing to poor air quality in another 

area. Areas that meet the air quality standards are considered attainment areas. 

How are nonattainment areas determined? 
The USEPA and EGLE work together to determine whether an area is in attainment or 

nonattainment. If an area had air quality measurements of high ozone for three or more 

years, EGLE and USEPA staff review additional data to determine if the area should be 

considered nonattainment. Nonattainment is based on a review of air quality 

measurements, emissions information, and computer air modeling results which provide 

insight into the movement of air pollution, and weather patterns. 

Are there different degrees of nonattainment areas? 
Yes, the USEPA initially classifies ozone nonattainment areas based on the severity of 

the air quality problem. All of EGLE’s nonattainment areas were initially classified as 

marginal, which is the lowest classification level. This means areas were slightly above 

the federal standard, and had a few mandatory requirements established within the 

federal Clean Air Act (CAA). However, if an area is not meeting the standard after a set 

amount of time, the USEPA reclassifies the area, and additional requirements need to 

be implemented. The table below outlines the different classifications and potential 

resulting actions. 

Nonattainment 
Classifications 

Potential Resulting Actions 

Marginal 
Company emissions offsets required and EGLE submits baseline 

emissions inventory. 

Moderate 
More company emissions offsets, EGLE rules to reduce VOCs and 

NOx, and vehicle inspection and maintenance required for some 
areas. 

Serious 

Even more company emissions offsets, EGLE rules to reduce 
VOCs and NOx required, more intense vehicle inspection and 
maintenance required for some areas, and additional company 

permitting requirements. 

Severe 
All ‘Serious’ classification requirements, company penalty fee 

program, and reformulated gasoline required. 

Extreme 
All ‘Severe’ classification requirements, and cleaner fuels for 

company boilers required. 
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What serious ozone elements are covered in this 

submittal? 
The West Michigan Serious Elements for the 2015 Ozone NAAQS SIP submittal 

provides information on how EGLE is meeting the following CAA element requirements: 

 Attainment Demonstration and Modeling: Complex grid modeling must be 

completed to show the ability to attain the NAAQS by the ‘serious’ attainment 

date of August 3, 2027. 

 Emission Inventories: Emissions data is provided for the base year, 2017, and 

the future projected year of 2026, which is the last full ozone season year prior to 

the attainment date of August 3, 2027. This data is representative of point, 

nonpoint, nonroad, and on-road sectors for the nonattainment areas. 

 Reasonably Available Control Technology and Measures: EGLE must 

implement rules for industry to reduce VOCs and NOx contributions to ozone in 

the nonattainment areas. 

 Reasonable Further Progress and Contingency Measures: This section of the 

document provides a description of rules and programs that are used to reduce 

emissions, quantification of effectiveness of various strategies for reductions over 

time, and planned steps to address an outcome that doesn’t result in planned 

ozone reductions. 

 Milestone Compliance Demonstration: This demonstration shows that the 

areas met the required emissions reductions for milestone compliance dates. The 

first milestone compliance year required under ‘serious’ nonattainment was the 

review of the ‘moderate’ attainment year of 2023. 

 Transportation and General Conformity: This section of the document 

provides criteria and procedures to ensure that federally supported or funded 

activities, including highway projects, conform to the air quality planning goals in 

the applicable SIPs. 

 Authority, Public Involvement, and Necessary Programs: This portion of the 

document addresses various elements required to be submitted for a complete 

SIP approval request. These include EGLE’s authority to develop and implement 

supporting regulations, description of the public involvement, and other 

necessary programs EGLE has in place to ensure we are able to meet the set 

CAA requirements for ‘serious’ nonattainment. 

 Nonattainment New Source Review (NNSR): This section of the document 

provides a description of EGLE’s NNSR program certification, which was 

submitted to the USEPA and became effective August 8, 2023. 

 Enhanced Monitoring: This is a requirement for states to develop and 

implement an Enhanced Monitoring Plan which details enhanced ozone and 
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ozone precursor monitoring activities to be performed to better understand area-

specific ozone issues. 

Summary of the Proposed Request: 
EGLE has opened a public comment period for the West Michigan Serious Elements for 

the 2015 Ozone NAAQS SIP submittal. The USEPA made initial area designations for 

the 2015 Ozone NAAQS in June of 2018 and designated Berrien County and the 

western portions of Allegan and Muskegon counties as marginal nonattainment. Since 

then, Michigan has been reclassified to higher levels of nonattainment, each having 

additional CAA requirements. The most recent reclassification, ‘serious’ nonattainment, 

for these nonattainment areas became effective January 16, 2025, and this SIP 

submittal addresses all ‘serious’ SIP elements required at this time. The submittal 

contains the elements required by the CAA for ‘serious’ nonattainment classifications 

and will be submitted to the USEPA after the public comment period. 

Contact: 
Questions about Ozone Nonattainment for the 2015 NAAQS should be directed to 

Marissa Vaerten at VaertenM@Michigan.gov or 517-582-3601. 

EGLE promotes the equitable treatment and meaningful involvement of Michigan’s 

residents regarding the development, implementation, and enforcement of laws, 

regulations, and policies. Equitable treatment means that no group of people bears a 

disproportionate share of the negative consequences resulting from governmental, 

industrial, or commercial operations and policies. Meaningful involvement means all 

people have an opportunity to participate in decisions that affect their environment 

and/or health. 

EGLE does not discriminate on the basis of race, sex, religion, age, national origin, 

color, marital status, disability, political beliefs, height, weight, genetic information, or 

sexual orientation in the administration of any of its programs or activities, and prohibits 

intimidation and retaliation, as required by applicable laws and regulations. 
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