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WHAT IS OPEN FOR COMMENT?  
The DRAFT 2025 Michigan Ambient Air Monitoring Network 
Review, public comment period has been extended to June 15, 
2024. Every year, the Air Quality Division (AQD) does a review of 
the state’s current air monitoring network to determine if any 
changes need to be made and to ensure adequate funding is 
available for the required monitoring activities.  

WHAT IS THE NETWORK FOR? 
The ambient air monitoring network is a key element in making 
sure the air we breathe in our communities is healthy. Michigan’s 
network has over 45 locations across the state with over 100 air 
monitors. The purpose of the monitors it to measure pollutant 
concentrations in the outdoor (ambient) air. Ambient air is the 
air that the public breathes where we live, work, and play. The purpose of the network is to measure air pollutants over 
long periods to: 

• ensure air quality standards are met,  
• identify pollution trends,  
• support air pollution forecasting 

• provide real-time air quality information,  
• assess community exposure, and 
• be used in air quality models.  

WHAT POLLUTANTS ARE MEASURED? 
The US Environmental Protection Agency has air quality standards for some pollutants, designed to be protective of health 
and the environment. These standards are called the National Ambient Air Quality Standards or NAAQS and include ozone, 
carbon monoxide, sulfur dioxide, nitrogen dioxide, lead, and fine particulates (PM10 and PM2.5). The network also collects 
information on other pollutants, like volatile organic compounds, polycyclic aromatic hydrocarbons, metals, carbonyl 
compounds, and carbon black. Not all pollutants are measured at every location. 

HOW ARE LOCATIONS CHOSEN? 
The number and types of monitors are based on several factors, including population census data, getting regional 
coverage for certain pollutants, the ability to meet quality assurance, and other standards. For instance, a site needs 
access to electricity, must be in a secure area, and having a lot of tree coverage can impact the quality of the data.  

LIMITATIONS TO THE NETWORK: 
Monitors are not used to determine if specific industrial sources are in compliance with air permits or meeting state and 
federal regulations. Industrial compliance is assessed through inspections, stack testing, and other review and 
investigations.   

PROPOSED CHANGES TO THE NETWORK FOR 2025: 
The network plan describes the current monitoring network and any proposed changes for the next calendar year (2025). 
Changes to the monitoring network may be made based on historical data collected, changes to population levels, 
funding, as well as changes to the monitoring requirements in the Clean Air Act. The following changes are proposed: 
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Figure 1: Ambient air monitoring locations 
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• A new site around Northeast Detroit to measure fine particulate matter (PM10 and PM2.5), black carbon, and air 
toxics. It is anticipated in fall 2024 or early 2025. 

• A new site to measure PM2.5 and air toxics in East Detroit.  It is anticipated to in fall 2025. 

• Discontinue every 3-day filter based PM2.5 sampler in Southwest Detroit since a continuous sampler is being 
operated at that location. 

• Discontinue every 6-day filter based PM10 sampler at the Southwest Detroit location since PM10 is being 
measured at other nearby locations. 

• Reduce the frequency of lead measurements at the Belding site since the industrial facility of concern closed in 
2023. 

• Special sampling for volatile organic compounds for 6-months in Kalamazoo and Flint. 

• Enhanced ozone monitoring parameters at the Holland site to evaluate ozone moderate non-attainment. 

WHAT COMMENTS CAN EGLE CONSIDER?  
Comments from the public are very important. But it is also important to know there are things we can and cannot 
consider when we make our decision. Some examples are below. 

What we 
can consider 

 Technical mistakes in the review  
 Grammar and spelling mistakes 
 Requirements or rules the network should consider and why 
 Why the network is not meeting the requirements and why 

What we 
can’t consider 

• Air, land, or water issues not part of the network 
• Indoor air pollution 
• Traffic, Noise and lights, Zoning issues 
• Anything unrelated to the network 

HOW TO COMMENT: 
Comments from the public are welcome and will be reviewed with respect to ambient air monitoring activities to be 
carried out in 2025. Comments will be accepted until 11:59 PM EDT on June 15, 2024.  

 GhumanN@Michigan.gov 

 Navnit K. Ghuman, EGLE, Air Quality Division, 3058 West Grand Boulevard, Suite 2-300, 
Detroit, Michigan 48202 

 

For more information on Michigan's air quality, go to Michigan.gov/Air. To view real-time air monitoring information, go 
to Deqmiair.org. To subscribe to get air quality notifications, visit Miair.Enviroflash.info. 

Interactive map of Michigan's ambient air monitoring network 

EGLE promotes the equitable treatment and meaningful involvement of Michigan’s residents regarding the development, 
implementation, and enforcement of laws, regulations, and policies. Equitable treatment means that no group of people bears a 

disproportionate share of the negative consequences resulting from governmental, industrial, or commercial operations and 
policies. Meaningful involvement means all people have an opportunity to participate in decisions that affect their environment 

and/or health. 

EGLE does not discriminate on the basis of race, sex, religion, age, national origin, color, marital status, disability, political beliefs, 
height, weight, genetic information, or sexual orientation in the administration of any of its programs or activities, and prohibits 

intimidation and retaliation, as required by applicable laws and regulations. 
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