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Locate your WATER METER
Is your water pipe METAL or PLASTIC?

SCRATCH TEST
Use a key or a coin to scratch the pipe.

What color does the pipe turn? 

SILVER 
or 

GRAY

METAL PLASTIC

Do I Have Lead Pipes in my Building?

 
 COPPER

3 Was your pipe HARD TO SCRATCH?

NO
Soft Metal

Easy to scratch

YES
Hard Metal

Hard to scratch

4
MAGNET TEST 
for SOFT METAL

Does a magnet 
stick to the pipe?

MAGNET TEST 
for HARD METAL

Does a magnet 
stick to the pipe?

GALVANIZED 
STEEL

LEAD MAYBE
LEAD

Call a licensed 
plumber to verify

Rust in galvanized steel can trap 
metal, like lead, inside pipe

YESNO NO

EGLE School Drinking Water Coordinator
Holly Gohlke (989) 705-3422
michigan.gov/schoolwater


