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Initial Pool Inspection Checklist

Guidance for Michigan Licensed Pools

Upon completion of the construction of a public swimming pool, the pool owner should request an
initial inspection by the Michigan Department of Environment, Great Lakes, and Energy (EGLE). This
request can be made through MIEHDWIS on the active construction permit activity, or by emailing
EGLE-DWEHD-PublicPoolProgram@Michigan.gov. Once the pool owner completes the initial
inspection request form and pays the initial fee invoice, an initial inspection can be scheduled with
EGLE staff or an approved initial inspector at the local health department.

The following is a checklist of items that need to be completed by the pool owner, pool builder, or
construction team before staff arrives for the initial inspection. This checklist is not all-
encompassing as certain designs or special use pools may have additional needs.

O Pool built in accordance with approved plans.
e Size, orientation, depth
e Location of skimmers, returns, jets, stairs, ladders
e Light color shell
e Required contrast markings in place (steps, benches, changes in slope)

e Lifeline in place, if required

O Equipment room constructed per plan.
e Appropriate size
e Properly lit, ventilated, drained
e All equipment accessible
e Prevents unauthorized access
O All equipment installed and operational. If equipment does not match what was approved on

the construction permit then an equipment change form needs to be submitted to the EGLE
engineer for approval.

e Flow meter appropriate size, proper location, for specified pipe material
e Flow rate within range

e Pipe sizes per plan

e Gauges, valves, thermometer

e Air gap for wastewater discharges

e RPZ or air gap for water fill line

e Jet or feature systems per plans/flow within range
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Exposed pool piping marked with labels and arrows showing the normal direction of water
flow

Pool filled to the appropriate level and water is balanced.

Water samples collected and submitted to an approved lab for coliform bacteria.

e Results should be submitted to the local health department.

Handrails and ladders installed and secure.

Pool and pool deck are clean and cleared of construction debris and equipment.
e Proper slope away from pool to drains or off deck/no ponding water
e Material per plan - no pits, rough areas, cracks
e Coping joint sealed/walkway joints sealed
Depth markers and no diving markers placed appropriately on walkway around the pool.
e Depth marker is minimum 4” high

e \Verify depth is accurate and to the nearest 3”

Drinking fountain installed and operational.

Non-enclosed pool side shower installed according to approved plans and operational with
tempered water.

Bathhouse facilities are complete and operational.

Hose bibs installed and hose available for cleaning purposes.

e Backflow prevention

Each entrance has a door or gate equipped with a self-closer, a latch, and a lock.
Pool enclosure is constructed of approved materials and minimum 4’ high.

Safety equipment needs to be in the pool enclosure and assembled.
e  Minimum 24-unit first aid kit
e Spineboard with 3 ties, runners, head immobilizer
e Blood spill kit
e Rescue pole - 12’ blunt ends, may have a shepherd’s crook (not needed for spa or wade)

e Throw rope connected to an 18” diameter ring buoy (not needed for spa or wade). Throw
rope needs to be 1/4” diameter and 1.5 times max width of pool or 50’, whichever is
less.

Emergency phone installed, operational, and proper address verified.
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O All Signage posted in appropriate locations.
e Emergency phone- directions for use, facility name, and facility address
e Glass, other breakable materials, and hazardous objects prohibited in the pool enclosure
e Bather capacity

e Requirements for safe/sanitary disposal of all food waste and no consumption of food
and beverages within the pool

e Warning against use of a pool after alcoholic beverage consumption
e No lifeguard on duty, if applicable
e (Caution sign, health warnings, and warning against use by young children when the

normal water temperature is over 86 degrees

O The owner of a swimming pool shall have a contingency and emergency response plan
available for review at the pool.

O cChemicals are stored appropriately.

e Off floor in ventilated area, liquids not stored above dry chemicals, and incompatible
chemicals not stored next to each other

O The facility has appropriate equipment for testing the disinfectant residual, the pH, and other
pertinent water quality characteristics. (dpd test kit)

O The facility’s qualified person to test water and operate water treatment equipment is
available for the initial inspection.

O Pool owner has monthly operating report form and staff know how to complete form.

O oOther features installed per plans (i.e. slides, starting blocks, diving boards, spray features,
etc.) if applicable.

This publication is intended for guidance only and may be impacted by changes in legislation, rules, policies, and
procedures adopted after the date of publication. Although this publication makes every effort to teach users how
to meet applicable compliance obligations, use of this publication does not constitute the rendering of legal
advice.

EGLE does not discriminate on the basis of race, sex, religion, age, national origin, color, marital status, disability,
political beliefs, height, weight, genetic information, or sexual orientation in the administration of any of its
programs or activities, and prohibits intimidation and retaliation, as required by applicable laws and regulations.

Individuals with disabilities may request this material in an alternative format by emailing EGLE-
Accessibility@Michigan.gov or calling 800-662-9278.
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