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Michigan Criminal Environmental Enforcement Statutes 1994
PUBLIC ACT 451 
THE NATURAL RESOURCES AND ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION ACT (MCL 324)

I. Air Pollution…Part 55

Prohibited Act Level of 
Violation 

Maximum 
Imprisonment 

Maximum 
Fine 

Section 5531 (4) 
Knowingly releases into the outdoor air a hazardous air 
pollutant, contrary to law/permit, and because of the 
quantities or concentrations, knew or should have known 
that the release placed another in imminent danger of death 
or serious bodily injury. 

Felony 2 years 
$10,000/day 

Section 5531 (5) 
Knowingly releases or causes the release of any hazardous 
air pollutant contrary to law/permit, knew or should have 
known at the time of the release that the release places 
another in imminent danger of death or serious bodily injury 
and results in death or serious bodily injury. 

Felony 6 years $25,000/day 

Section 5531 (6) 
Knowingly releases into the ambient air a hazardous air 
pollutant  contrary to law/permit, and who intended at the 
time to place another in imminent danger of death or serious 
bodily injury and results in death or serious bodily injury. 

Felony 15 years $250,000/day 

http://www.legislature.mi.gov/(S(g4ue31kzkzzmnqjt2qkwb4k2))/documents/mcl/pdf/mcl-451-1994-II-1-AIR-RESOURCES-PROTECTION-55.pdf


ENVIRONMENTAL CRIMES HANDBOOK FOR LAW ENFORCEMENT PERSONNEL 

Page 8 

II. Hazardous Waste…Part 111

Prohibited Act Level of Violation Maximum 
Imprisonment 

Maximum Fine 

Section 11151(3) 
Knowingly stores, treats, transports or 
disposes of hazardous waste and at 
that time placed another in imminent 
danger of death or serious bodily injury 
and manifested unjustifiable and 
inexcusable disregard or extreme 
indifference for human life. 

Felony 2-5 years

Individual: 
$250,000/day 

Corporation: 
$1 Million/day plus 

costs 

Section 11123 
Conducting, managing, maintaining or 
operating a hazardous waste 
treatment, storage or disposal (TSD) 
facility without a license. 

Misdemeanor 1 year $25,000/day 

Section 11137  
A TSD facility accepting waste without 
proper manifests. 

Misdemeanor 1 year $25,000/day 

Section 11135 and 11138 
Failure to comply with the hazardous 
waste generator requirements. 

Misdemeanor 1 year $25,000/day 

Section 11144  
Failure to notify EGLE that hazardous 
waste is being treated, disposed of, or 
stored in violation of the  hazardous 
waste regulations. 

Misdemeanor 1 year $25,000 

Section 11132a(1)(b) 
As a transporter of hazardous waste, 
failure to carry a copy of the 
registration and permit authorizing the 
transport. 

Misdemeanor 90 days $500 

Section 11149   
Willfully tears down, removes, or 
destroys any sign or notice warning of 
the presence of hazardous waste or 
marking the boundaries of a TSD 
facility. 

Misdemeanor 90 days $500 

http://www.legislature.mi.gov/(S(ocaall3neta1h4qholtww4b1))/documents/mcl/pdf/mcl-451-1994-II-3-111.pdf
http://www.michigan.gov/documents/deq/deq-oea-owmrpGuidance-HazWasteReqSummary_542291_7.pdf
http://www.michigan.gov/documents/deq/deq-oea-owmrpGuidance-HazWasteReqSummary_542291_7.pdf
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III. Water Pollution…Part 31

Prohibited Act Level of 
Violation 

Maximum 
Imprisonment Maximum Fine Subsequent 

Violation 

Section 3109 
Discharge contaminants into state 
waters. 
- A person shall not directly or
indirectly discharge into the waters
of the state a substance that is or
may become injurious to:
a) public health, safety or welfare
b) to domestic commercial,

industrial, agricultural,
recreational or other uses that
are or may be made of such
waters

c) value or utility of riparian rights
d) livestock, wild animals, birds,

aquatic life, plants
e) value of fish and game

Felony 

2 years 
(5 years if the 

court finds 
substantial 

endangerment 
to public health) 

$2,500 to 
$25,000/day, plus 
potential additional 

$25,000/day per 
violation ($1 million 

if the court finds 
substantial 

endangerment) 

$25,000 to 
$50,000/day 

Section 3115 
Intentionally makes any false 
statement, representation, or 
certification in application for or form 
relating to a permit or renders 
inaccurate any monitoring device or 
record required. 

Felony 2 years 

Individual - $2,500 
to $25,000/day, plus 
potential additional 

$25,000/day 

Corporation - 
$25,000 to 

$50,000/day 

$25,000 to 
$50,000/day 

Section 3115(a) 
• Failure to obtain a floodplain

permit or a violation of an issued
permit.

• Alters or causes the alteration of
a floodplain.

• Willfully or recklessly violates a
condition of a floodplain permit.

Misdemeanor $2,500 

http://www.legislature.mi.gov/(S(vwreemecaajtxsji2ai0pml0))/documents/mcl/pdf/mcl-451-1994-II-1-31.pdf


http://www.legislature.mi.gov/documents/mcl/pdf/mcl-451-1994-ii-3-115.pdf
http://www.legislature.mi.gov/documents/mcl/pdf/mcl-451-1994-II-2-89.pdf
http://www.legislature.mi.gov/(S(h1zqgk30cxv0a2hjkbkaji1b))/mileg.aspx?page=GetObject&objectname=mcl-333-20106




http://www.legislature.mi.gov/(S(fgsh1ipsvheizangnivrntha))/documents/mcl/pdf/mcl-451-1994-III-1-INLAND-WATERS-301.pdf
http://www.legislature.mi.gov/(S(pdojyhgt1sf3r4lurppbkbbs))/documents/mcl/pdf/mcl-451-1994-iii-1-inland-waters-303.pdf


http://www.legislature.mi.gov/(S(pdojyhgt1sf3r4lurppbkbbs))/documents/mcl/pdf/mcl-451-1994-iii-1-inland-waters-303.pdf
http://www.legislature.mi.gov/%28S%28kp0zu2jdtjy1cv0s5uexh3ir%29%29/mileg.aspx?page=getObject&objectName=mcl-451-1994-II-3-121


http://www.legislature.mi.gov/(S(owa3lebbulhvhb1jkbffvtej))/documents/mcl/pdf/mcl-451-1994-II-3-111.pdf
http://www.legislature.mi.gov/(S(n0ha2qefemezp2qjwfqwmdjo))/documents/mcl/pdf/mcl-451-1994-II-3-121.pdf
http://www.legislature.mi.gov/(S(id2xmgzufnpmcbkki2tsbbt4))/documents/mcl/pdf/mcl-act-138-of-1998.pdf
http://www.legislature.mi.gov/(S(zb1gygvnvk4u5rku24twv5d1))/documents/mcl/pdf/mcl-act-138-of-1998.pdf
http://www.ncsl.org/research/transportation/alliance-for-uniform-hazmat-transportation.aspx


http://www.legislature.mi.gov/(S(xn4w3hzbit13qz1lqlymxnln))/documents/mcl/pdf/mcl-451-1994-II-5-169.pdf


http://www.legislature.mi.gov/documents/mcl/pdf/mcl-451-1994-II-5-171.pdf
http://www.legislature.mi.gov/documents/mcl/pdf/mcl-451-1994-ii-5-167.pdf
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