
Are more 
than 5,000 cubic 

yards of yard 
clippings on the 

farm?

The farm must register with the MDA and follow 
generally accepted agricultural management 

practices

The site is not required to register as a composting 
facility with the Department of Environmental Quality 

(DEQ) or Michigan Department of Agriculture (MDA), but 
may have additional regulatory requirements under Part 
115 or the Right to Farm Act, and decomposition cannot 

cause a nuisance.

Site must register with the DEQ, and comply 
with the requirements of 11521(4)

Were yard 
clippings placed 

on site on or after 
April 1st and before December1st

and moved to another location 
within 30 days or longer 

(as approved 
by DEQ)? 

On the 
property where 

they were 
generated

At a licensed 
and permitted 

processing 
plant under 

Part 115

In an 
anaerobic 
digester

At a compost 
facility

On a farm as 
defined in the Right 

to Farm Act

At a landfill as part 
of normal operation, 

on property 
described in the 

landfill construction 
permit, consistent 

with the landfill 
operation plan

At a 
temporary 

storage site

Where are the yard 
clippings located?

I have yard clippings. 

Are the yard 
clippings diseased, 

infested, or invasive plants collected 
through an eradication 

program?

Yard clippings may be composted 
or disposed in a landfill or 

incinerator.
Yes

Does the 
facility contain 

more than 200 cubic  
yards of yard 

clippings?

Does the 
farm accept yard 
clippings free of 

charge from off-site 
only to assist in managing 

waste material 
generated by 

the farm? 

No

Yes

Yes

Does the 
site contain less 

than 1,000 cubic yards 
or a greater amount 

(approved 
by DEQ)?

No

Yes

Were 
yard clippings 

placed on site on or after 
December 1st and before April 

1st and moved to another 
location by April 10th or 

longer (as approved 
by DEQ)?

Yes
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Yes

No

Yes

No

No

No

No

Were the yard 
clippings generated 

on the farm?

No

Yes


