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Welcome and Introductions

Jake Wilkinson with the Michigan Department of Environment, Great Lakes, and Energy (EGLE), welcomed everyone to the
meeting. It has been a while since the last MECCC meeting. The goal is to conduct regular meetings again. We went down the
attendee list and gave everyone a chance to introduce themselves.


https://www.michigan.gov/egle/about/organization/materials-management/energy/codes

Commercial Code Discussion

Status

The current commercial code has an effective date of April 22", 2025. Rule proposal for the next commercial code closed on
November 7%, 2025. Potentially 18 months before the next commercial code becomes effective.

Issues

There is some confusion about whether the rule is to follow 90.1-2019 AND/OR 2021 IECC. Some attendees commented that
this is not a new problem and that the code has always been based on IECC. Highlights that ASHRAE is an alternative. Issues
with Energy Credits. People need to know if PV is required in the future. Higher budgets for energy compliant buildings have
been difficult for clients to accept. Attendees would like to see the BCC post a Q&A section online and provide more guidance.
No BCC representatives are in the meeting to comment on this. It was mentioned that the BCC has been hesitant to provide
guidance in the past because they are not in charge of enforcement. It is ultimately up to local code officials to enforce the
code.

Implementation and Testing

Commercial builders report leaning towards 90.1 for design. Attendees commented that there is not a known side by side
comparison to find what code is more stringent. MECCC was commended for their previous work on compliance aids for
commercial blower door testing and skylights. It was reported that blower door testing has been going well in west Michigan.
More rural areas may be struggling with blower door testing compliance. Envelope testing is new in Michigan. There is concern
that areas around the State are not prepared for the new tests that came with the new commercial code. MECCC was
established to address misinformation and help create training/compliance aids.

Training/Compliance Aid Documents

Questions were raised about where the money for training will come from. Jake Wilkinson commented that the budget should
be sufficient for document creation and training. The importance of training for low budget code officials was highlighted. The
group was asked if training in person or online would be more beneficial. It was said that a multi-pronged approach would be
best. Some attendees highlighted that online training could reach more code officials. However, the group seemed to be more
in favor of in-person training and commented that code officials would likely prefer the same. A statewide webinar would be a
good offer. Jake Wilkinson noted the State should have the capacity to host and post these webinars online. Tim Mrozowski
offered his expertise in envelope testing as a training/webinar. Comments were made that someone would need to be tasked
with capturing attendance. Attendees discussed the possibility of these webinars counting as continued education credits.
Attendees noted that many code officials would attend training even without education credits, due to the high demand for
energy code information. It was highlighted that training could be very beneficial for new code officials that don’t know where
to start.

It was highlighted that utility companies have strong energy efficiency outreach programs. Statewide newsletters used to be
sent out with code compliance information. Exact information is not currently known about the newsletters. Sonya will try to
find these newsletters. Attendees were in favor of reimplementing this newsletter if possible. Documents and newsletters will
likely need a disclaimer. Jake Wilkinson will talk to the BCC for potential guidance. Opportunities should be explored for
statewide webinars, face to face, and hybrid training.


https://www.michigan.gov/egle/-/media/Project/Websites/egle/Documents/Programs/MMD/Energy/MEO-Compliance-Aid-Commercial-Blower-Door-Testing--202211.pdf?rev=27edd74c9e264b04a291b459aa39150f&hash=A0D2AA5C139523A66015C58FF2A77154
https://www.michigan.gov/egle/-/media/Project/Websites/egle/Documents/Programs/MMD/Energy/MEO-Compliance-Aid-Commercial-Skylighting-202211.pdf?rev=d1732c435935415ea439d56474f1ed61&hash=A429C3BBF06496B0DFE20E5EFF1FDCBB

Residential Code Discussion

Status

The residential code was on the same path as the commercial code. Through a series of revisions and public comment periods,
the residential code was finalized and sent to JCAR. Issues were identified before JCAR had the opportunity to review them.
Pulled back, edited, and then sent to JCAR again and approved. Then a lawsuit was filed which has put a hold on any further
action.

Issues

Attendees that spoke up said they are frustrated with the status of the residential code. From what some attendees have heard
it seems like the home builders are more willing to accept 2024 than 2021. The biggest known difference is lower R values in
2024. The collaborative agreed that either code, 2021/2024, would be a huge upgrade from the current code. Both have
significant building envelope improvements. The question of can the BCC skip 2021 and go to 2024 was asked. No one from
BCC is at the meeting. Jake Wilkinson will reach out to the BCC to see if they can share options for the residential code moving
forward.

The collaborative aims to proactively address anticipated issues with the new code. Comments were made that code officials
are not conducting duct testing. Especially when the ducts are outside conditioned space. Contractors are not prepared to
meet more stringent requirements for duct testing and duct sealing.

Training/Compliance Aid Documents

Jake Wilkinson asked the group for recommendations to prepare for changes in the next residential code. Funding is for key
issues that the group identifies. The goal is for the MECCC to identify the most effective ways to fund materials. Trying to get a
list of building officials from BCC was proposed. The group would like local code officials to get more exposure to the aid
documents on the MECCC website. Contact the BCC about posting a link to the MECCC website.

Meeting Summary and Action Items Review

e Goal of MECCC is to leverage solutions faster. Get messages out sooner rather than later. Distribute available
documents promptly.
e Explore statewide webinars, in-person, and hybrid formats.
e Investigate reintroducing a statewide energy code newsletter.
e Jake Wilkinson to follow up with BCC about obtaining or building a contact list of local code officials.
o Update: BCC said that the MECCC can develop a list of “Building Act 54 Officials” using their verification site.
This does not include contact information. BCC said a FOIA request could be submitted to get contact
information.
o Update: Michigan currently has 2,131 active Building ACT 54 Officials. An additional email account would be
needed to manage this.
e Jake to follow up with BCC regarding the possibility of skipping 2021 and adopting the 2024 residential code.
o Update: The BCC is unable to take any action to open the residential code or residential energy code rules until
the court action is resolved.
e Ask BCC to consider linking to the MECCC website from a relevant state webpage.
o Update: The BCC doesn’t have a webpage for energy codes specifically. The BCC can add a link somewhere
relevant, the BCC would like to know who the target audience is for better placement.


https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Faca-prod.accela.com%2FLARA%2FGeneralProperty%2FPropertyLookUp.aspx%3FisLicensee%3DY%26TabName%3DAPO&data=05%7C02%7CCameronT3%40michigan.gov%7C25ed7867c4de4e183f5408de27ad91aa%7Cd5fb7087377742ad966a892ef47225d1%7C0%7C0%7C638991823577521082%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=x3rcM%2FmcMSiFEOvifWXd9zrnXxzSA9YjQf04kYn1%2B08%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.michigan.gov%2Flara%2Ffoia-request&data=05%7C02%7CCameronT3%40michigan.gov%7C25ed7867c4de4e183f5408de27ad91aa%7Cd5fb7087377742ad966a892ef47225d1%7C0%7C0%7C638991823577547713%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=mSFRbqfPQqiJPAFvZMgjklhqWLfFLfLX%2F4tbXKJsnio%3D&reserved=0

