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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
The Michigan Department of Environment, Great Lakes, and Energy (EGLE), Materials 
Management Division (MMD), completed its review of the Gage Products Company (Gage), 
hazardous waste management facility operating license (License), renewal application 
(Application), for its limited hazardous waste storage facility (LSF), in Ferndale, Michigan, and 
found it to be administratively complete and technically adequate. The MMD has drafted 
renewed License conditions following this determination and held a formal public comment 
period and hearing seeking public input. Final License conditions were drafted following the 
hearing and public comment period.  

 

Gage Products Company Limited Storage Facility 
Ferndale, Michigan  

This fact sheet is provided 
pursuant to Mich. Admin. Code 

Section R. 299.9511 - Public 
Participation Procedures. 
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Basis for Proposed Hazardous Waste Management Facility Operating License Renewal 
Based on the review of Gage’s Application and the comments collected during the 
hearing and public comment period, MMD staff have proposed that these final License 
conditions be issued based on the following conclusions: 
 
1. The facility has been constructed and operated in accordance with approved plans and 

applicable rules. A description of the site, facility design, and prior licensing can be found 
on page 3 of this fact sheet. 

 
2. The facility does not, currently, present a hazard to public health or the environment. 

This conclusion is based on compliance inspections conducted by EGLE staff and 
waivers granted to Gage by EGLE to forgo soil, air, and groundwater monitoring, and 
compliance inspections conducted by EGLE staff. 

 
3. Operation of the LSF has been demonstrated to comply with the storage facility 

standards pursuant to Part 111, Hazardous Waste Management, of the Natural 
Resources and Environmental Protection Act, 1994 PA 451, as amended (NREPA), and 
is protective of human health and the environment. 

 
4. Gage’s LSF is routinely inspected by EGLE staff. Gage has remained in substantial 

compliance with the provisions of Part 111 since the hazardous waste management 
facility operating license was last renewed in 2015. A limited number of violations have 
been identified during this period, and these have been resolved to the satisfaction of 
EGLE in a timely manner. 
 

STATE AND FEDERAL REGULATING PROGRAMS 
Part 111 of the NREPA was passed by the Michigan Legislature to regulate the 
management of hazardous waste from generation to disposal. Likewise, Subtitle C of the 
Solid Waste Disposal Act, as amended, Title 42 of the United States Code, Section 6901 et 
seq. (commonly known as the Resource Conservation and Recovery Act of 1976 [RCRA]), 
was passed by the U.S. Congress to regulate hazardous waste nationwide. The RCRA was 
amended substantially by the Hazardous and Solid Waste Amendments of 1984 (HSWA). 
 
Both the RCRA and Part 111 of the NREPA established a permit system governing the 
treatment, storage, and disposal of hazardous wastes. The RCRA allows the states to 
obtain authorization to issue a state hazardous waste license in lieu of a federal permit. 
Effective December 28, 1985, the state of Michigan amended its hazardous waste 
management administrative rules to be equivalent to those under RCRA and applied to the 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency for authorization. In October 1986, Michigan was 
granted authorization to administer all portions of the RCRA program, except some 
provisions under HSWA. 
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FACILITY DESCRIPTION 
Gage operates a hazardous waste limited storage facility (LSF), at 625 Wanda Street, 
Ferndale, Michigan. According to Part 111, Section 324.11103(7), “limited storage facility” 
means a storage facility that meets all of the following conditions: 
 
1. Has a maximum storage capacity that does not exceed 25,000 gallons of hazardous 

waste. 
2. Storage occurs only in tanks or containers. 
3. Has not more than 200 containers on site that have a capacity of 55 gallons or less. 
4. Does not store hazardous waste on site for more than 90 days. 
5. Does not receive hazardous waste from a treatment, storage, or disposal facility. 
 
Facility Design and Regulatory Status 
The LSF is currently operated under a Part 111 License that was issued in 2015. That 
License was scheduled to expire on March 31, 2025. Given Gage’s timely submittal of their 
Application on October 1, 2024, they can operate under their 2015 License until a final 
decision is made on their Application. The renewed License authorizes a total storage 
capacity of 25,000 gallons of hazardous waste. 
 
Gage operates a hazardous waste limited storage facility that accepts a variety of wastes 
generated off-site by other companies and on-site by recycling processes performed by 
Gage. These wastes primarily include but are not limited to spent solvents and ignitable and 
corrosive wastes. Wastes received by Gage are either recycled or shipped off-site for final 
treatment and disposal. The LSF is designed, constructed, and operated in accordance with 
Part 111 of the NREPA. 
 
Facility-Specific License Conditions 
Gage has requested waivers for the environmental monitoring required for the soil, air, and 
groundwater at the facility. Past waivers have been granted given that the operations of the 
facility being contained entirely indoors with a minimal possibility of contamination migrating 
out of the facility to those media. The MMD proposes to grant these waivers again, as facility 
operations have not changed. 
 
Groundwater Monitoring Program Waiver: On May 10, 1994, Gage qualified for a waiver of 
the requirements of Rule (R) 299.9611(3) of the Part 111 Rules for groundwater monitoring 
of the limited storage units for the following reasons: 
 
All waste handling activities take place inside or under a structure that provides protection 
from precipitation and runoff, since the limited storage is covered by a roof and constructed 
with adequate secondary containment. In addition, the secondary containment requirements 
of R 299.9604 (Facility Design and Operating Standards) have been met. Gage constructed 
the limited storage unit with a sealant applied to the concrete secondary containment to 
prevent spills from escaping to soils and groundwater. 
 



Fact Sheet: Draft Operating License for Gage Products Company – MID 005 338 801 
 

- 4 - 
 

Ambient Air Monitoring Program Waiver: On May 10, 1994, Gage received a waiver of the 
requirements of R 299.9611(2)(c) for ambient air monitoring at the Facility for the following 
reasons: 
 
1. HSWA, as required by Section 3004(n) of RCRA, provides for final standards limiting 

organic emissions from process vents, equipment leaks, tanks, and containers. These 
requirements are codified in Title 40 of the Code of Federal Regulations (40 CFR) Part 
264, Subparts AA, BB, and CC. The regulated process vents are associated with the 
distillation and thin film evaporation operations that manage spent solvent hazardous 
wastes at the Facility. The regulated equipment leaks are those leaks from equipment 
that contain or contact the spent solvent hazardous waste stored or recycled at the 
Facility. The regulated tanks and containers are those that store or contact the spent 
solvent hazardous waste at the facility.  
Gage has implemented a leak detection and repair program for all equipment, tanks, and 
containers contacting the organic wastes. The pieces of equipment that must be 
inspected for signs of wear or leakage include tanks, pumps, valves, flanges, 
compressors, and pressure relief devices. Containers must be inspected to ensure that 
openings are properly closed, containers are in good conditions, and the proper 
containers are used 
 

2. Implementation of the above inspection and monitoring requirements enables EGLE to 
determine the source of emissions and ensure that Gage is in compliance with its air 
permits issued pursuant to Part 55, Air Pollution Control, of Act 451. 
 

3. Controls are in place regarding the transfer of materials to prevent the overflow or 
overfilling of tanks, spillage, or improper mixing of wastes at the limited storage facility. 
These controls include pressure relief valves, vacuum breakers, high-level alarms, and 
liquid-level indicators on the storage tanks; segregated drum storage area; emission 
controls on tanker-truck waste transfers; and procedures for transferring wastes between 
tanks, trucks, and drums. 
 

4. Monitoring the recycling process equipment for vapor emission shows whether the 
Facility is meeting its permitted emission limits and provides documentation on the extent 
and source of significant fugitive emissions from the limited storage. It also locates the 
source of emissions from the recycling process, allowing for quick repairs or solutions to 
problems. 

 
In addition to those terms mentioned in the ambient air-monitoring waiver discussed above, 
Gage must routinely monitor process vents and storage tanks that contact hazardous waste 
as part of its Part 111 of Act 451 License Renewal requirements. 
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Soil Monitoring Program Waiver: On May 10, 1994, Gage qualified for a waiver of the 
requirements of R 299.9611(2)(d) of the Part 111 Rules for soil monitoring of the limited 
storage unit. The management of hazardous wastes occurs within secondarily contained 
areas that are designed to prevent run-off and spills from exiting the unit. In addition, the 
roof of the limited storage unit prevents significant amounts of precipitation from entering the 
unit. 
 
In addition to the standard or “boilerplate” conditions typical of all Licenses, the draft License 
contains several facility specific conditions. 
 
1. Condition II.S requires Gage to notify trucks delivering and picking up hazardous 

waste at the facility to travel along specific routes to minimize hazardous material 
passing through commercial and higher populated residential areas in Ferndale. 
During construction activities along Wanda Street, trucks may also be routed along 
Eight Mile Road and Wanda Street, as required. 
 

2. Condition II.T prohibits vehicles that contain hazardous wastes from parking on the 
former Wanda School Property, Parcel A.  
 

3. Condition III.B.2 requires that hazardous waste shall not be received for storage at 
the facility from a treatment, storage, or disposal facility.  
 

4. Condition VI.A.1 has been removed from the draft license. This condition required 
Gage to submit a revised hydraulic containment monitoring plan within 60 days of 
issuance of the draft license. Gage has fulfilled this condition by submitting the 
RCRA Facility Investigation Report, Risk Evaluation, and Corrective Measures Plan 
to EGLE on May 13, 2015.  

 
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
Public Comment Procedures 
The purpose of public participation is to ensure that the interested public has knowledge 
of the EGLE proposed action and the opportunity to comment on that action. In 
addition, the process ensures that EGLE can benefit from any information the public 
might have relevant to the proposed actions.  
 
A public comment period was held between August 6, 2025, and September 22, 2025. 
A virtual public meeting and formal hearing were held on September 11, 2025, at 6 p.m. 
The formal hearing was held to collect formal comments on the draft license conditions 
and was held immediately after the informational meeting. The public comment and 
public hearing procedures that were followed are stated in Michigan Administrative 
Code, R 299.9514 and R 299.9515 and in Title 40 of the Code of Federal Regulations, 
Section 124.11, and Section 124.12. 
 
After the close of the 45-day public comment period, EGLE made the decision to issue the 
renewed License. Written comments submitted during the public comment period and 
statements provided at the public hearing were considered by the Manager of the 
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Hazardous Waste Section in the formulation of the final decision. Responses to written 
comments and statements have been included in the record supporting EGLE final decision. 
The final decision made by EGLE will be communicated to the applicant, each person who 
submitted a written comment during the public comment period, persons providing 
statements at the public hearing, and all persons on the facility mailing list. 
 
Locations of Available Information 
The Application, draft License, and additional information on the facility and renewal License 
are available for review online by going to Michigan.gov/GageProductsCompany. 
 
Contact Information 
Comments and requests regarding this decision, copies of the renewal License, and this 
Fact Sheet should be addressed to: 

 
Ashley Pung, Geologist 
Hazardous Waste Section 
EGLE MMD 
P.O. Box 30241 
Lansing, Michigan 48909-7741 
 
OR 
 
Ashley Pung at PungA2@Michigan.gov, or 517-599-4196 

 

 

EGLE promotes the equitable treatment and meaningful involvement of Michigan’s residents 
regarding the development, implementation, and enforcement of laws, regulations, and policies. 
Equitable treatment means that no group of people bears a disproportionate share of the 
negative consequences resulting from governmental, industrial, or commercial operations and 
policies. Meaningful involvement means all people have an opportunity to participate in 
decisions that affect their environment and/or health. 

EGLE does not discriminate on the basis of race, sex, religion, age, national origin, color, 
marital status, disability, political beliefs, height, weight, genetic information, or sexual 
orientation in the administration of any of its programs or activities, and prohibits intimidation 
and retaliation, as required by applicable laws and regulations. 
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