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Executive Summary 
This Response to Comments document summarizes the Michigan Department of Environment, Great 
Lakes, and Energy’s (EGLE) evaluation of public input received on the draft Hazardous Waste 
Operating License (license) for EQ Detroit Inc (d.b.a. US Ecology Detroit South) (USEDS), located at 
1923 Frederick Street in Detroit, Michigan. 

During the public comment period, EGLE received 37 written and oral comments. EGLE evaluated 
public input against the regulatory framework established under Part 111, Hazardous Waste 
Management, of the Natural Resources and Environmental Protection Act (NREPA) (Part 111), and 
the Part 111 administrative rules. 

Several revisions were made to the draft license as a result of public comments and technical review 
(see Attachment 2). These include: 

• Installation of 6 new treatment tanks with upgraded design. 

• Enhanced waste characterization and analysis procedures. 

• Requiring an updated Ambient Air Monitoring Plan with increased sampling frequency and 
additional monitoring location. 

• Requiring following an Odor Management Plan and installation of additional air pollution 
controls by December 31, 2027. This plan establishes specific actions the facility must take 
to modify or reduce operations in response to future odor violations. EGLE retains full 
enforcement authority to ensure compliance with all license conditions. 

• Adding annual emergency coordination with the Detroit Fire Department (DFD) and Detroit 
Homeland Security and Emergency Management (DHSEM). 

• Implementing daily track-out prevention. 

• Establishing a groundwater monitoring program. 

Under R 299.9518 of the Part 111 administrative rules, EGLE may deny an application for an 
existing facility only if operations would violate Part 111 or its rules, if the facility was not constructed 
in accordance with approved plans, if operations present a hazard to human health or the 
environment, or if the application is insufficient. After evaluating facility design and operations, 
compliance history, monitoring results, corrective actions, and public comments, EGLE determined 
these criteria for denial were not met. 

With the strengthened conditions in the renewed license, EGLE concludes that the facility may 
operate in a manner protective of public health and the environment. EGLE will continue routine and 
unannounced inspections to verify compliance. 
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1. Introduction 
On July 31, 2025, the EGLE, Materials Management Division (MMD), released the draft renewed 
Hazardous Waste Operating License for EQ Detroit. The public comment period remained open 
through September 26, 2025, and included: 

• A public informational meeting on August 13, 2025 

• A formal public hearing conducted on September 4, 2025 

• Electronic, written, and oral comments submitted by community members, elected officials, 
advocacy organizations, and the City of Detroit 

EGLE received the facility’s renewal application, evaluated the application for completeness, 
conducted technical and administrative reviews, and issued a draft License as required by: 

• Part 111 

• Part 111 administrative rules, R 299.9101–299.11107 

• The federally delegated Resource Conservation and Recovery Act (RCRA) program 

This document fulfills EGLE’s obligation under R 299.9515 to: 

1. Summarize and respond to significant public comments, and 

2. Identify changes to the draft license and the reasons for those changes. 

Public comments offered important insights regarding community experience, facility operations, and 
odor conditions. Comments were grouped into categories addressed in Section 3. 

2. Public Participation Summary 

2.1 Public Notice and Access to Information 
EGLE conducted an extensive public participation process consistent with the requirements of: 

• Part 111 

• R 299.9513– R 299.9515 (public involvement requirements) 

• The federally delegated RCRA permitting program 

• EGLE’s Enhanced Public Participation Policy 

• EGLE’s Environmental Justice Policy The following actions were taken: 

• Public notice was published in the Wayne County Telegram on July 31, 2025. 

• Notice was sent through GovDelivery listservs and the facility-specific mailing list. 

• All draft license documents were posted on the EGLE website. 

• The public comment period was open from July 31 through September 26, 2025. 

• A public informational meeting was held on August 13, 2025, to explain the draft license, 
facility operations, and technical review. 
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• A formal public hearing was held on September 4, 2025, at TechTown, 440 Burroughs Street, 
Detroit, MI. 

• EGLE provided simultaneous in-person, virtual, and telephone participation options. 
Translation services were provided for Arabic and Bengali. 

• EGLE staff representing MMD, the Air Quality Division (AQD) were present to answer 
questions. 

All written and verbal comments submitted before the close of the comment period were 
accepted into the record. 

2.2 Summary of Comments 
A total of 37 unique commenters submitted written or oral comments, including residents, 
community organizations, City of Detroit, State Senator Stephanie Chang,U.S. Representative 
Rashida Tlaib, and Wayne County. 

During evaluation of the written and oral comments, EGLE identified seven primary categories of 
significant public concern: 

1. Facility Siting and location 

2. Compliance and Enforcement History 

3. Odors, Air Quality, and Health Concerns 

4. Environmental Justice (EJ) and Cumulative Impacts 

5. Per- and polyfluoroalkyl substances (PFAS) and Groundwater Concerns 

6. Requests for Additional License Conditions 

7. Emergency Response 

These topics are addressed in Section 3: Responses to Significant Comments, where each 
concern is addressed in detail, and citations to license conditions are provided as applicable. 

2.3 Use of Comments in EGLE’s Final Determination 
Under R 299.9515, EGLE must consider all significant comments in deciding whether: 

• To issue the license as drafted; 

• To issue the license with modifications; or 

• To deny the license. 

Following evaluation of the full administrative record—including the application, updated plans, 
compliance and enforcement actions, and public input—EGLE determined that a modified final 
license incorporating additional conditions and clarifications was appropriate. 
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A detailed list of revisions made as a direct result of public comments is included later in 
Attachment 2. 

3. Responses to Significant Comments 

This section consolidates and responds to the major topics raised during the comment period. 
Individual comments are addressed through consolidated responses as permitted under R 
299.9515(2)(a). 

3.1 Facility Siting and Location 

Concern: The facility should not be located near residential neighborhoods. 

Multiple commenters stated that a hazardous waste facility should not operate near homes, parks, or 
community gathering areas, and that the facility should be relocated or shut down. 

EGLE Response: 

Waste management operations began at 1923 Frederick Street in 1984. Under Michigan law, facility 
siting decisions are governed by Part 111 and the Part 111 Rules, including the siting criteria in: 

• R 299.9603 (location standards), and 

• 50-foot setback requirement for containers storing ignitable or reactive waste (R 
299.9614(1)). 

The Chemical Fixation Building, where hazardous waste operations occur, meet these setbacks, and 
no legal authority exists to require removal of an existing facility based on zoning, neighborhood 
character, or generalized opposition. 

Under R 299.9518, EGLE may deny a renewal only if: 

1. Operations will violate Part 111 or its rules; 

2. The facility is not constructed in accordance approved plans; or 

3. Existing construction or operation presents a hazard to public health or the environment. 

After multiple inspections, technical review, and verification of repairs required under the July 15, 
2024, Administrative Consent Order (Consent Order), none of these denial criteria were met. 

While EGLE recognizes community concerns, state law does not authorize closure of the facility 
based on proximity to residential areas or general opposition. 
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3.2 Compliance History 
Concern: The facility has a long history of violations, and the License should therefore be denied. 
Concerns about future violations were also expressed. 

Commenters cited violation notices, consent orders, odors, air emissions, and tank integrity problems 
to argue that USEDS is unfit to operate. 

EGLE Response: 

EGLE acknowledges the facility’s history of violations, including tank system deficiencies, nuisance 
odor violations, and documentation and recordkeeping deficiencies. 

To date, all violations have been addressed. Recent odor violations were resolved following updates 
to the Odor Management Plan, including a requirement to install additional air pollution control 
equipment. Tank system and record keeping deficiencies were resolved through the Consent Order 
entered on July 15, 2024. 

Under the Consent Order, USEDS was required to: 

• Repair three steel treatment tanks and remove three others from service pending 
replacement. 

• Install real-time electronic leak detection, with alarms and indicator lights (License Part VI). If 
a leak is detected in the tanks’ secondary containment system, warning lights located above 
the affected tank and on the building’s external sensor panel, will illuminate to alert nearby 
operators. Additional details regarding the design and operation of the leak detection system 
may be found in the Tank System Plans (License Attachment 10). 

• Implement a revised Waste Analysis Plan (License Attachment 5). 

• Investigate site soils and groundwater to determine whether any releases occurred due to 
treatment tank failures. Based on the investigation results, no hazardous waste was found to 
have leaked from the tanks or impacted the surrounding soils or groundwater. 

The response to potential future violations will depend on the nature and severity of those violations. 
Certain violations may be subject to stipulated penalties under existing Consent Orders. All violations 
will be carefully reviewed by EGLE staff and addressed in accordance with established enforcement 
procedures. 

EGLE will continue to carefully monitor the facility. EGLE programs coordinate inspections when 
warranted. MMD is required to conduct at least four hazardous waste inspections annually and four 
solid waste inspections annually, resulting in at least eight separate visits to the facility by EGLE staff. 

Part 111 does not authorize denial based on the existence of past violations. But EGLE must ensure 
that all violations are adequately resolved prior to issuance of the renewal license. Several elements 
of the consent order and recent violation notices have been incorporated into the license, including 
groundwater monitoring, a more robust Waste Analysis Plan, revisions to the Odor Management Plan, 
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and the operation of a trench drain around the treatment tanks to prevent groundwater from 
accumulating against the tank walls. 

3.3 Odors, Air Quality, and Health Concerns 
Concern: Nuisance odors cause health symptoms and degrade quality of life. Data should be 
easier to access. 

Nearly every commenter raised odor concerns. Many described: 

• “Burning garbage” or “chemical” odors 

• Headaches, nausea, cough, or respiratory irritation 

• Inability to use yards, parks, or open windows 

• Odors infiltrating indoor spaces 

• Frequent need to call PEAS Hotline 

EGLE Response: 

A. Odor Sources and Facility Operations 

We understand that nuisance odors have been a concern for the community. USEDS has conducted an 
Odor Feasibility Study to identify the sources of odor and appropriate controls to eliminate the odors. 
The results of the Odor Feasibility Study are available online at Michigan.gov/USEcologyDetroitSouth. 
EGLE has also required USEDS to implement several measures to reduce the risk of nuisance odors. 
These are described in the Odor Management Plan. 

Based on inspections, air monitoring, complaint investigations, and the Odor Feasibility Study, odors 
may originate from: 

• Treatment reactions inside the Chemical Fixation Building 

• Fugitive emissions when bay doors are open 

• Trucks hauling treated waste from the facility 

The Chemical Fixation Building is equipped with air pollution control technology, including a negative 
pressure system and baghouse, intended to capture particulate emissions. In response to Violation 
Notices issued for the most recently confirmed odors, EGLE has required USEDS to update the Odor 
Management Plan to include the installation of new air pollution control equipment or modification of 
existing control equipment to improve capture efficiency and odor mitigation. The Odor Management 
Plan is enforceable under the license as Condition IV.I.4. 

To further address nuisance odors, USEDS will be required to install odor control equipment by 
December 31, 2027. The Odor Management Plan will also establish specific actions the facility must 
take to modify or reduce operations in response to future odor violations. EGLE retains full 
enforcement authority to ensure compliance with all license conditions. 

http://www.michigan.gov/USEcologyDetroitSouth
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B. Air Sampling and Data 

EGLE acknowledges public concerns that monthly ambient air sampling is insufficient and has 
revised Condition V.B.4 to require to increase the sampling frequency to once every six days. While 
continuous ambient air monitoring is not feasible – due to the need for third-party laboratory analysis 
of the monitored parameters – this change represents a significant enhancement. Such laboratory 
analysis introduces a delay of one to two months between sample collection and the availability of 
results. In addition, EGLE is requiring USEDS to submit a plan to update the ambient air monitoring 
plan to include the increase monitoring frequency and additional fourth monitoring location within 90 
days of license issuance. 

Regarding public access to environmental data, the most recent ambient air and groundwater 
monitoring results are uploaded monthly and are available at Michigan.gov/USEcologyDetroitSouth. 
Historical monitoring data and other records can be requested under Michigan’s Freedom of 
Information Act. 

C. Strengthened License Requirements 

The final License requires: 

• Compliance with the Odor Management Plan, which has been updated to include the 
installation and operation of additional air pollution control equipment by December 31, 2027 
(License Conditions IV.I.4 and IV.I.5). 

• Installation of 6 new treatment tanks with upgraded design. Tank replacement is anticipated 
to begin in January 2026 (License Condition IV.B.4). 

• Compliance with a plan for phased startup for operation of the new tanks to ensure odor 
mitigation (Condition IV.B.6). 

• Updated procedures for waste receipt, waste tracking, waste analysis, and waste storage and 
treatment (License Condition II.A). 

• Increased air sampling frequency to every 6 days (License Condition V.B.4). 

• VOC monitoring added to air monitoring program (License Condition V.B.3). 

• The addition of fourth air monitoring station (License Condition V.B.3). 

• Track-out controls (License Condition II.E.2). 

• Equipment decontamination before leaving the building (License Condition II.E.2). 

• Requirements to keep bay doors closed except during active loading/unloading (License 
Condition IV.I.2). 

These conditions are more stringent than the prior license and directly responsive to community 
concerns. 

  

http://www.michigan.gov/usecologydetroitsouth
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D. Health Concerns 

EGLE acknowledges that many residents are concerned about potential health impacts from facility 
odors. Odors do not necessarily correlate with toxic exposure, but if you are experiencing health 
symptoms, please contact your doctor. 

EGLE will continue to investigate odor complaints and take enforcement action when warranted. 

3.4 Environmental Justice and Cumulative Impacts 

Concern: Communities near the facility face disproportionate pollution burdens. 

Commenters noted: 

• High MiEJScreen scores (98th–100th percentile) 

• History of incinerator impacts and industrial activity 

• Elevated asthma and cardiovascular vulnerability 

• Heavy truck traffic and diesel emissions 

• Limited English proficiency (Arabic, Bengali) in census tracts near the facility 

EGLE Response: 

As part of the review process, EGLE conducted an Environmental Justice (EJ) screening, Cumulative 
Impact assessment published the July 5, 2025, Environmental Justice and Limited English 
Proficiency Screenings, and the July 22, 2025, Hazardous Waste Facility Cumulative Impact Report 
EQ Detroit Inc. These finding helped EGLE improve community communication, including translation 
recommendations in Arabic and Bengali to assist individuals with limited English proficiency during 
the licensing process. 

As a result, EGLE strengthened license requirements: 

• Additional air emission controls (License Condition IV.I.5). 

• Addition of fourth ambient air monitoring station (License Condition V.B.4 and License 
Attachment 11). 

• VOC monitoring (License Condition V.B.3). 

• Increased air sampling frequency (every 6 days). 

• Revised Waste Analysis Plan (Attachment 5). 

• Required annual coordination with Detroit Homeland Security & Emergency Management and 
Detroit Fire Department (Condition II.F.2) for emergency preparedness. 

• Require groundwater monitoring (License Condition V.A). 

While EGLE cannot deny the license solely based on EJ concerns, EJ findings directly informed 
multiple mitigation measures. 

https://www.michigan.gov/egle/-/media/Project/Websites/egle/Documents/Programs/MMD/Hazardous-Waste/US-Ecology-Detroit-South/Facility-Cumulative-Impact-Review.pdf?rev=49526766a8a145908e0b7c1120ac7ff7&hash=FF794D38FD0571639DE0FB182B2E9DF6
https://www.michigan.gov/egle/-/media/Project/Websites/egle/Documents/Programs/MMD/Hazardous-Waste/US-Ecology-Detroit-South/Facility-Cumulative-Impact-Review.pdf?rev=49526766a8a145908e0b7c1120ac7ff7&hash=FF794D38FD0571639DE0FB182B2E9DF6
https://www.michigan.gov/egle/-/media/Project/Websites/egle/Documents/Programs/MMD/Hazardous-Waste/US-Ecology-Detroit-South/Facility-Cumulative-Impact-Review.pdf?rev=49526766a8a145908e0b7c1120ac7ff7&hash=FF794D38FD0571639DE0FB182B2E9DF6
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3.5 PFAS and Groundwater 
Concern: The storage and treatment of PFAS is a risk to the community  

EGLE Response: 

A. PFAS at the Facility 

While not defined as hazardous waste under Part 111 or RCRA, PFAS containing wastewaters are 
treated at EQ Detroit through the dedicated PFAS treatment unit in the Chemical Precipitation 
Building. This system discharges treated wastewater to the sewer system. This discharge is 
regulated by the Great Lakes Water Authority (GLWA) under its Industrial Pretreatment Program (IPP). 
GLWA establishes PFAS discharge limits and conducts sampling and inspections. USEDS also 
conducts routine PFAS sampling and results are posted monthly on the EGLE website under “Latest 
Wastewater Data.” 

B. PFAS and Groundwater 

Regarding PFAS and groundwater concerns, EGLE has required extensive investigation of the 
groundwater. PFAS have been detected in groundwater on-site, but no PFAS at the downgradient 
facility boundary are above relevant criteria. There is no evidence that contaminated groundwater is 
moving off site or that residents have been exposed to any PFAS from this facility. EGLE is requiring 
quarterly sampling for PFAS in groundwater. The new license requires groundwater monitoring and 
the operations of a trench drain around the treatment tanks. 

Regarding the possibility that local residents could be exposed to PFAS from the facility, please note 
that the most significant route of PFAS exposure is through ingestion. 

Drinking water for area residents is sourced from the Detroit River and is routinely sampled for PFAS. 
Area drinking water meets all relevant criteria. 

3.6 Requests for Additional License Conditions 

Commenters requested: 
• Continuous or real-time air monitoring 
• Additional compounds on the analyte list 
• Limits on tank capacity 
• Shutdowns following odor events 
• More frequent inspections 
• Public access to a live complaint system 
• Mandatory community benefits or advisory councils 

EGLE Response: 

EGLE adopted several recommendations where legally supportable and technically feasible: 

https://www.michigan.gov/egle/about/organization/materials-management/hazardous-waste/liquid-industrial-byproducts/us-ecology-detroit-south/renewal-information
https://www.michigan.gov/egle/about/organization/materials-management/hazardous-waste/liquid-industrial-byproducts/us-ecology-detroit-south/renewal-information
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Requirements Added or Strengthened in Final License 

• Air sampling frequency increased to once every 6 days (License Condition V.B.4). 

• VOC monitoring required (License Condition V.B.4). 

• Fourth air monitoring station added (Attachment 11). 

• Engineering controls for odor reduction through Odor Management Plan (License Conditions 
IV.I.4 and IV.I.5). 

• Annual emergency exercise requirement with emergency response agencies (License 
Condition Part II.F.2). 

• Track-out prevention requirements (Part II.E.2). 

• Mandatory equipment decontamination before leaving the building. 

• Door-closure requirements for the Chemical Fixation Building. 

Requests EGLE Cannot Legally Impose 

• Denial of the license based on general opposition. EGLE does not have the authority under 
Part 111 to approve or deny the relicensing based on support or opposition or opinions of the 
company. The Operating License includes several general and site-specific conditions to 
minimize the risks associated with hazardous waste management. 

• A mandated “violation-free period” before operating. 

• Banning PFAS. 

• Mandatory community benefits agreements. Such agreements cannot be imposed under Part 
111. 

• Continuous real-time air monitors. 

EGLE revised license condition V.B.4 to require USEDS to increase the ambient air sampling 
frequency to once every six days from once a month until effective engineering controls can 
be installed. While continuous ambient air monitoring is not feasible – due to the need for 
third-party laboratory analysis of the monitored parameters – this change in sampling 
frequency represents a significant enhancement. Such laboratory analysis introduces a delay 
of one to two months between sample collection and the availability of results. 

• Prohibiting operation during the renewal review period. 

By filing a timely renewal application, the Michigan Administrative Procedures Act, 1969 PA 
306, as amended, allows USEDS to continue operation under the conditions of their existing 
license until EGLE makes a final determination on the renewal application. 
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3.7 Emergency Response 

Concern: Emergency response capabilities and notification to the public in case of 
emergency. 

EGLE Response: 

A requirement has been added to the License requiring USEDS to contact the Detroit Office of 
Homeland Security & Emergency Management (DHSEM) and Detroit Fire Department (DFD) on an 
annual basis to request a tabletop exercise be performed at the facility to help familiarize DHSEM 
and DFD with facility operations and any associated hazards. The licensee shall document in the 
operating record any response or refusal from DHSEM and/or DFD to engage in the tabletop exercise. 
{R 299.9607(1) and 40 CFR §264.52(c)} See Condition II.F.2. 

In case of an emergency, USEDS is required to implement their Contingency Plan which requires 
immediate notification of emergency responders in the event of an imminent or actual emergency. 
Those local emergency response agencies—not the facility—are responsible for notifying neighbors 
and the surrounding community through their established systems. 

Final Determination 

Basis for EGLE’s Decision 
EGLE evaluated the renewal application, the administrative record, the facility’s compliance and 
enforcement history, community input, environmental justice considerations, and technical 
documentation provided by USEDS. EGLE also considered the specific requirements and legal 
criteria governing license renewal under: 

• Part 111 and the administrative rules. 

• Federal RCRA regulations incorporated by reference. 

• Michigan Administrative Procedures Act, 1969 PA 306. 

• EGLE’s Enhanced Public Participation Policy (2022) and MMD Hazardous Waste Enhanced 
Public Engagement Procedures (2025). 

• EGLE Environmental Justice Public Engagement Policy (2023), MMD Hazardous Waste 
Environmental Justice Analysis (2025), and MMD Hazardous Waste Limited English 
Proficiency (2025). 

Under R 299.9518, EGLE may deny a hazardous waste license only if one or more of the following 
conditions are met: 

1. The facility is not constructed in accordance with approved plans and specifications. 

2. Existing construction or operation presents a hazard to public health or the environment. 

3. The applicant fails to correct deficiencies in the application. Based on the evaluation 
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described above, EGLE has determined that: 

1. The facility’s renewal application is administratively and technically complete. 

2. The facility’s operations, when conducted in accordance with the final license, will comply with 
Part 111 and its administrative rules and do not present a hazard to human health or the 
environment. 

3. No legal basis for denial under R 299.9518 has been demonstrated. 

Accordingly, EGLE has issued the Hazardous Waste Operating License (Renewal) for EQ 
Detroit Inc d.b.a. US Ecology Detroit South (EQ Detroit), incorporating the modifications 
described in this Response to Comments document. 
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ATTACHMENT 1 

Public Comments – Reproduced 
The following comments were provided in writing or verbally during the public comment period. 
Names have been redacted, but comments have otherwise not been edited. 

COMMENT 1: 

Please DO NOT renew the license for US Ecology Detroit South (aka EQ Detroit). Something like this 
shouldn't be even remotely close to residential communities. The City of Detroit needs to rezone this 
area. The only reason why it's in that location is because Detroit didn't have the resources to rezone 
our communities. This is a dangerous facility and there's no way to completely protect the public from 
its dangers. 

COMMENT 2: 

As a resident in the Poletown East neighborhood in 48211 Detroit, 1 mile downwind from the facility, 
I have experienced numerous days where the odor in the air is awful, like burning garbage. My 
neighbors are always talking about how bad the air smells when Detroit South is operating, and the 
smell is so bad that it makes us feel sick. 

Republic Services has been asked to establish a Community Advisory Council with multiple 
neighborhood groups, some of which I am a member of. The groups have all signed on to the council, 
but Republic Services has stalled the process repeatedly and the council is still not off the ground. I 
believe they are not acting in good faith to be a good neighbor in this community. 

For years, Republic Services has been saying that they do not store or process PFAS waste at Detroit 
South, but recent FOIA requests have revealed that they do store PFAS in their tanks. This, combined 
with the fact that they have leached contaminants into our groundwater for years, certainly means 
that the residents of this neighborhood are being exposed to a high level of PFAS, which is extremely 
dangerous. 

There have been recent violations at the facility, but Republic Services continues to lie to the 
community and say they are "fully in compliance." 

History has shown that Detroit South has repeatedly let their tanks leak into the soil and 
groundwater, and that they have no regard for the health or comfort or community members. 

I urge that EGLE deny the permit for Detroit South to continue operating. Nobody should be forced to 
live so close to a source of extreme pollution and odor. 
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COMMENT 3: 

I am a resident living nearby US ECOLOGY South. I live at [REDACTED], Detroit, MI 48211. 

I am writing to ask you to NOT renew EQ Detroit/US Ecology South's license. They have released 
poison into the air SO MANY TIMES. And despite many warnings and EGLE's active monitoring, they 
continue to poison the air in our neighborhood. This is lowering the value of the property and making 
me, children and elders sick. There is NO REASON to have a hazardous waste plant SO CLOSE to a 
residential neighborhood! 

Maybe they could move to Gary, Indiana? Or over by the Marathon plant where there is already tons 
of polluting activity? 

Indeed, there is already a CLASS ACTION LAWSUIT against US Ecology South BECAUSE of their bad 
behavior!! At least wait to hear the outcome of this lawsuit before granting them yet another 
opportunity to spend years poisoning the residents of this lovely neighborhood. 

I feel like US ECOLOGY SOUTH has been operating in BAD FAITH and should not be allowed to 
continue. I will attend the information meeting later this evening, but my personal experience with 
the CONSISTANT pollution well above acceptable levels - is enough to convince me that their license 
should not be renewed. 

COMMENT 4: 

I am writing to strongly encourage EGLE to carefully consider the CUMULATIVE IMPACTS to the 
surrounding community of the Republic Services Detroit South facility, as it relates to considering 
renewing their operating license. 

As history tells us, this company KNOWINGLY hid leaking tanks, holding hazardous waste, for YEARS, 
at this facility until they were caught, after the facility CAUGHT FIRE, even though they don't, 
supposedly, accept combustible materials. So not only are they untrustworthy, but incompetent. And 
they will lie to EGLE again, at their next opportunity. All for profit, at the expense of the surrounding 
community. After all, they are still working out details from the consent order, providing little 
transparency to the community they've harmed, and to my understanding, are doing a POOR JOB in 
providing true accountability and JUSTICE to the nearby residents, even with this legal obligation. 
Even if they did follow laws and operated with integrity, a facility like this should NOT be allowed so 
close to a residential area- and the only reason residential structures aren't still closer is because, in 
part, of the devastation of the Detroit Incinerator, which allowed the Detroit South facility to hide 
under the shadows of, for years. This facility belongs in a heavy industrial area, without homes, and 
communities. 

While I realize proximity is a CITY ZONING issue, the state CAN and SHOULD consider the health 
effects on this majority Black and Brown community. 
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As New Jersey just took the lead on holding PFAS producers to account, MI should do its due 
diligence and at least make sure such a dishonest company can't be so directly impactful, as it surely 
processes these "forever chemicals" and many, many more harmful compounds at this facility and 
the North facility as well. Earlier this year, I asked Scott Binder of Republic Services directly about my 
concerns about furthering the harms of PFAS that already plague our communities, by processing 
PFAS and other similar compounds, and his response was that they will continue to be in 
compliance, which is NOT very satisfying, considering the federal government is dismantling the 
federal government's response to this grave issue. 

When representatives from this company were part of a panel at a public meeting last summer, in 
regards to their hazardous waste landfill in Van Buren Twp, and accepting radioactive materials, 
someone asked them what they would do if a plane crashed onto the landfill, since it's situated 
between 2 airports. Their response was that it was a hypothetical, so they couldn't say. Just like 
before the Detroit South facility caught fire, it would have been hypothetical to ask what they would 
do if a fire broke out. And they admitted their general plan, in the case of a major issue happening at 
Detroit South, is that they'd just call the fire department, on the community's dime, to put fire fighters 
on the line to try to put out their error. But all the profit goes to them. This is a bad deal, and the state 
should stop checking the boxes and stand up to the polluters in MI, and stand with the people in this 
community, and in this state. 

This is the time for MDEGLE to stand tall and strong with the people of MI, and the eastside of 
Detroit. There is no one coming to save us from the federal government, and it is YOU that will protect 
the people and the environment-or not. Please reject their renewal license to operate! 

COMMENT 5: 

I would like to submit a public comment regarding US Ecology Detroit South's Operating License 
Renewal. 

I ask that EGLE hold off on approving the permit until there is assurance that Republic Services can 
operate safely and with respect for the community surrounding the facility. 

As a former resident of Hamtramck and current resident of Detroit, I stand with the Detroit-
Hamtramck Coalition for Advancing Healthy Environments in their demands for transparency 
regarding the odor feasibility study results, the odor complaints that EGLE has received from 
community members, and why a Community Benefit Agreement has not been approved. Additionally, 
many of the facility's current operating practices, combined with the installation of 3 new tanks that 
would be allowed by the new permit, pose serious risks to public health and the environment. Why 
should a facility that exposes the surrounding community to toxic dust and noxious odors, through 
practices like frequent opening of bay doors, parking dirty excavators outside, and storing hazardous 
materials unprotected outside in barrels, be allowed to EXPAND operations? It should not. 

  



EQ Detroit, Inc. – Response to Comments 

Page | 18 

Detroiters have too long been exposed to multiple pollutants, and multiple research projects in the 
area have already begun to show the cumulative harms to health caused by it. Great care should be 
taken in any permit renewal and compliance of industry to minimize any additional harm. The 
community deserves real data and meaningful engagement, as well as reduced truck traffic, odors, 
and exposure to dust. 

COMMENT 6: 

In regards to the meeting about the renewal of US Ecology's hazardous waste permit, I would like to 
state my opinion that I do not the permit to be renewed. I am a licensed healthcare professional 
working and living within 6 blocks of the US Ecology facility and I can smell bad odors coming from 
there and I am treating a lot of patients with breathing complaints that they say come from the bad 
air quality seemingly coming from the US ecology facility. 

COMMENT 7: 

My name is [REDACTED], and I live 0.7 miles from the hazardous waste treatment facility in Detroit's 
Poletown neighborhood. My community has made me aware that there is a license up for review, and 
though I was not able to make it to the meeting on the 4th, I do hope my voice will be heard 
alongside my fellow Detroiters and neighbors. 

I request with the utmost hope that this license renewal is denied. The most recent information I 
could find on their numerous violations shows that five violation notices have been issued over the 
past few years. Careless violations that have and continue to negatively affect the air quality, morale, 
general environment, and quality of life for those in my neighborhood. 

Denying this renewal will bring us a step closer to protecting and revitalizing our 

neighborhood. I encourage you to hold these goliaths accountable - in ways more powerful than 
monetary settlements - for not demonstrating standards that reflect the appropriate level of respect 
for Detroit and its people. 

COMMENT 8: 

I am a resident in the neighborhood, I live on Joseph Campau. I am unable to attend the meeting 
tonight (Sept 4) discussing the US Ecology's Hazardous Waste Permit Renewal but want to write in as 
this is an issue I believe is paramount. US Ecology must not be allowed to continue the harm is doing 
to our community. Without the proper precautions in place, it will continue to deteriorate and 
disintegrate our neighborhood. 

This cannot be allowed. Please do not let the air be poisoned and the additional waste to add to our 
soil and water. This is a company that has routinely dodged and worked around federal waste 
disposal regulations for years. This is a company that does not care how it harms us. Please do not 
let this company continue to terrorize and damage our community. 
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COMMENT 9: 

I'm writing to comment on US Ecology Detroit South's pending operating license renewal. 

As a resident in the Poletown neighborhood in Detroit 48211, it is impossible to ignore the smells 
and the migraines caused by the odors that smell like hazardous waste being burned that come to us 
downwind when the Detroit South facility is operating. I keep my windows shut and wear masks 
outside on those days to avoid the migraines, and wish to live in a neighborhood where I can breathe 
the air outside my front door. 

I am asking EGLE to share the results of the odor feasibility study, and to deny the operating license 
since according to the study there is apparently "no solution" to this hazardous pollution. 

The facility has been operating poorly over the past ten years, with lack of accountability from their 
leadership. We cannot afford for them to continue operating this way, much less be granted 
permission to increase their operations! 

I am also asking EGLE to be fully transparent about the complaints issued by neighbors, and the 
response from EGLE - including new and easier ways to file complaints, a live feed of the complaints 
so that we as neighbors can be aware of what is going on in our neighborhood. 

Please do not renew Detroit South's permit until they have proven that they can operate without harm 
to our community. 

COMMENT 10: 

As [REDACTED], I urge EGLE to not approve the US Ecology Detroit South (USED South) Hazardous 
Waste Management Facility Operating License Renewal application (License No. MID074259565) 
unless and until far more stringent environmental safety protections are imposed. The facility’s long 
and repeated history of violations, the disproportionate environmental burden on the surrounding 
community, and clear legal precedent demand a more robust, health-protective response from EGLE. 

Documented Pattern of EGLE Violations and Community Harm 

Recent EGLE enforcement records and consent orders reflect a pattern of non-compliance by US 
Ecology Detroit South. EGLE and USED South reached a consent order in July 2024 requiring the 
facility to pay nearly $1 million in penalties and implement corrective actions addressing multiple 
hazardous waste violations occurring between September 2021 and September 2023, including 
failures in waste handling, a fire and leak, recordkeeping, emissions monitoring, and environmental 
containment at the facility site. In 2023, leaky and damaged storage vaults caused such an 
immediate risk to the health of residents living near the facility that it was shut down for three weeks 
to conduct evaluations and repairs. 
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These violations encompassed noncompliance with: 

• Part 111, Hazardous Waste Management (including Michigan’s NREPA and associated rules) 

• Part 115, Solid Waste Management, along with related permits and licenses (Construction 
Permit No. 356 and Solid Waste Disposal Area Operating License No. 9618) 

• The facility's Hazardous Waste Operating License 

• Federal requirements under the Resource Conservation and Recovery Act (RCRA) 

The consent order also notes the violations are significant enough to potentially merit increased 
surveillance, enforcement costs, civil litigation referrals, and does not preclude further enforcement 
actions. 

Nature of the Violations: 

• Early Issues and Core Problems: A 2020 inspection revealed the improper disposal of 
hazardous wastes, prompting corrective correspondence and inspections. 

• Structural and Operational Failures: In May 20234, EGLE observed damage to the hazardous 
waste vaults and presence of liquid in secondary containers. This indicates leaks or seepage 
and failure of containment systems. EGLE also noted that US Ecology failed to notify the 
agency, despite awareness of the ongoing issue (liquid had apparently been present since 
2018 but was being pumped out instead of reported). 

• Tank System Problems: July 2023 inspections also uncovered serious structural damage to 
the cement tanks used in waste treatment, including erosion, cracking, and leaks (infiltration 
by groundwater). Additionally, the facility had modified the tank system without notifying 
EGLE—constituting an unauthorized operational change 

Odor complaints from community members have also been logged numerous times in recent years. 
In fact, in just a one-year period from August 2019 to August 2020, EGLE verified five instances of 
“unreasonable nuisance odors” coming from the facility and issued appropriate violations, resulting 
in a separate consent agreement stemming from odor violations. 

Each of these violations carries the potential for acute and chronic health impacts in communities 
that are already environmentally overburdened. The history of violations and repeated consent 
agreements, only to have more violations, shows this facility does not take protecting the health of 
surrounding community members and the environment seriously. Therefore, it should not be allowed 
to continue operating under current safety standards. 

Violations are Grounds for License Rejection 

Additionally, EGLE’s hazardous waste operating license rules state that noncompliance with license 
conditions, applicable rules, or laws—including previous violations documented in notices or formal 
consent orders—can result in denial, modification, or revocation of licenses at the time of renewal. 
The exact language from the USED pending license application contains the following text: 
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The licensee shall comply with Part 111 of Act 451, the rules, and all conditions of this license, 
except to the extent authorized by EGLE pursuant to the terms of an emergency operating license. 
Any license noncompliance, except to the extent authorized by EGLE pursuant to the terms of an 
emergency operating license, constitutes a violation of Part 111 of Act 451 and is grounds for 
enforcement action, license revocation, license modification, or denial of a license renewal 
application. 

{§§11148, 11150, and 11151 of Act 451; R 299.9521(1)(a) and (c) and (3)(a) and (b); and 40 CFR 
§270.30(a)}. 

This language clearly shows that EGLE has the authority to deny a license renewal due to 
documented violations occurring at a facility, which has undisputably occurred numerous times in 
this case. Any argument that EGLE cannot take past violations into account when considering this 
current license renewal is therefore spurious and without legal justification. 

Precedent for Stronger Protections: Recent Legal Rulings Including Required Cumulative Pollution 
Impact and Environmental Justice Considerations 

The 2024 civil rights settlement, resulting from a complaint against a different US Ecology Facility, 
now legally requires EGLE to assess the cumulative impact of multiple environmental stressors on 
nearby communities and conduct an Environmental Justice (EJ) review when permitting hazardous 
waste facilities. The settlement compels EGLE to deny a hazardous waste facility a license approval 
or renewal if it will result in an “unlawful impact on human health and the environment.” 

According to the official EGLE Environmental Justice and Limited English Proficiency (LEP) Screening 
report for US Ecology Detroit South associated with this license renewal, census tracts immediately 
surrounding the facility have Michigan Environmental Justice Screening Tool overall scores in the 
98th, 99th, or even 100th percentile, confirming communities in the vicinity of this facility face some 
of the harshest pollution, environmental health, and socioeconomic burdens in the state. 

These data and EGLE’s legal obligations to protect the health of Michiganders display the need for far 
stronger standards and enforcement to protect public health and civil rights. 

According to the settlement, EGLE must impose mitigation measures and protections for the 
surrounding community when a license to a hazardous waste facility, including a license renewal, will 
have an “unlawful impact on human health and the environment.” If EGLE determines the mitigation 
measures are not capable of addressing this unlawful impact on human health or the environment, 
“it shall not issue the license.” The documented history of violations at this facility—and the 
aforementioned high level of environmental burden already existing in neighborhoods surrounding 
this facility—certainly merit a reasonable interpretation that the environmental hazards created by 
the facility associated with this application pose an unlawful impact on human health and the 
environment in violation of Mich. Admin. Code R. 299.9521(3). In fact, the 2024 settlement seems 
tailor-made to apply to a case exactly like this one. If this unlawful impact standard does not fit the 
operations of a facility with dozens of EGLE violations and multiple consent agreements over the past 
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decades, then the standard is effectively powerless. Applying the new standard presents an 
opportunity for EGLE to show it takes protecting the health of Michiganders seriously. 

Additionally, the 2025 Wayne County Circuit Court decision blocking shipments of hazardous waste 
to the Wayne Disposal Inc. (WDI) facility in Belleville—citing the need for robust community protection 
and the risks posed by hazardous waste to surrounding communities—provides a legal precedent 
that further bolsters the case for denying or significantly restricting the USED license renewal. 

The court’s recognition of the community’s right to protection from additional environmental risks 
sets a clear precedent in which EGLE has the mandate—and requirement—to adopt more stringent 
standards for hazardous waste operations in overburdened communities. This ruling demonstrates 
courts have recognized the disproportionate pollution burden borne by Wayne County residents and 
have responded positively to community and county appeals for intervention. It establishes a 
precedent for EGLE to act assertively in safeguarding public health. 

Technical and Safety Deficiencies in the Application & Draft License 

Detailed review of the current license application and draft license for US Ecology Detroit South 
reveals several critical and unresolved shortcomings: 

1. Inadequate Secondary Containment and Leak Detection 

• The current design proposes containment berms and sump systems that have repeatedly 
failed past inspections. Given the high groundwater table and the proximity to residential 
neighborhoods, leak detection sensors and real-time monitoring are not only justified, but 
essential. 

2. Deficient Air Monitoring and Odor Control 

• The draft license outlines only quarterly ambient air sampling for VOCs and particulates, 
despite repeated odor complaints and past exceedances. This is wholly inadequate; 
continuous air quality monitoring with public reporting is required. 

3. Emergency Preparedness and Community Notification Problems 

• The current emergency response plan lacks clear, actionable provisions for immediate 
notification of nearby schools, childcare facilities, residents, and first responders in the event 
of a hazardous materials release. The surrounding area contains multiple sensitive public 
facilities within a 1-mile radius. Such provisions should be provided in any new license 
agreement. 

Conclusion and Policy Recommendations 

Wayne County cannot support renewal of the hazardous waste license for US Ecology Detroit South 
under the current draft, given the documented regulatory failures, disproportionate cumulative 
impacts, and numerous ongoing technical deficiencies. This facility has a documented history of 
environmental violations and ignoring safety provisions outlined in consent agreements. Clearly, the 
status quo operation of issuing violations and consent agreements has not adequately protected the 
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health of residents living near the facility. We urge that, at a minimum, EGLE: 

• Mandate comprehensive, real-time air and water monitoring with public disclosure 

• Require robust, automatic emergency notification and rapid-response systems for surrounding 
neighborhoods, schools, and institutions 

• Incorporate binding, meaningful community input and transparent enforcement reporting as a 
license condition 

Thank you for your consideration of these concerns and proposed remedies. A failure to implement 
these considerations would amount to negligence in light of the facility’s past safety violations and 
the cumulative risks facing our community. The history, the legal mandates, and—most importantly—
the health and wellbeing of Wayne County residents, demands nothing less. 

COMMENT 11: 

I am writing to you to express my opposition to the renewal of US Ecology South's operating license. 
While the proposed license may be more rigorous, US Ecology remains a source of pollution and 
concern for the surrounding community. It is frustrating that the facility continues operations on an 
outdated license in spite of its history of violations. Further, it is insulting, given that EGLE issued a 
violation notice to the facility for air quality the very same day that the public hearing regarding the 
license's renewal was held. We deserve to breathe clean air. And so do representatives of EGLE, 
when they come to the community. I hope that you take these factors, especially the health of our 
community, into consideration in your decision. 

COMMENT 12: 

In the US Ecology license renewal application and attachments Environmental Assessment Section it 
states: 

From the PERMIT APPLICATION: SECTION J-1f Environmental Assessment, Revision 1 11/28/17 

"All operations at EQD are controlled in such a way that there is an absence of dust, odors, and/or 
other inconveniences to local residents. All on site-traffic areas are paved in order to minimize dust. 
Processing and/or reactor tanks and storage silos are fitted with baghouse filters, to control 
emissions from these areas. The active portions (tank valves, transfer lines, etc.) of the aboveground 
tank storage tank farms are fully enclosed to control air emissions. The container storage and the 
loading/unloading area are equipped with an equalization line for emissions control from tank trucks 
loading and unloading." 

This is false! We have been told repeatedly at community meetings that hazardous waste operations 
are going to create odors and that management can't control odors to satisfy residents. This permit 
should be denied or put on hold until residents are satisfied that odors are no longer a problem. The 
recommendations of the recent odor feasibility study should be fulfilled as a starting point to solving 
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this problem and should be proven effective before this permit is issued. 

FROM THE PERMIT APPLICATION: J-2 Alternatives , 11/28/17 

"The EQD Treatment facility has been specifically designed to safely process both hazardous and 
non-hazardous wastes. Alternative design features were reviewed, but the final selection of the 
design reflected several advantages, such as satisfying setback requirements, fire-protection needs 
and the use of structure already present, as well as providing optimum secondary containment 
structures and separate treatment processes for potentially incompatible wastes." 

Regarding setback requirements, is the setback measurement based on the area most involved in 
the treatment of VOC's and other odor producing materials as referred to in the odor feasibility study? 

Regarding fire protection, with Reference to: Mich. Admin. Code R. 29.5602 and FL/CL rules 
reference NFPA 30: 21.5.3* Periodic Testing and EPA Spill Prevention, Control, and Countermeasure: 
SPCC §112.8(c)(6) : 

There is no mention whether this facility equipment is subject to State Fire Marshal rules for 
flammable liquids and combustible liquids (FL/CL) storage, including the requirement for periodic 
non-destructive testing of tanks in FL/CL service. There’s also no reference to applicability to SPCC 
requirements for “oil” storage above 1320 gallons. Mixed solvent based liquids often fit the 
definition of “oil” and it appears that the facility stores materials that meet that definition above 
threshold. 

Please provide documentation showing that the Facility has complied with full applicability of these 
rules and how they meet the requirements if applicable. 

COMMENT 13: 

EQ Detroit Inc. has repeated environmental violations. EGLE should not enable EQ Detroit Inc. to 
operate this facility and the City of Detroit should be encouraged to develop alternative hazardous 
waste disposal locations for Detroit residents. 

Per EGLE's website, this area has a very high MiEJ score which should elevate cumulative impact 
concern. 

Having said that, this location is relatively good for a Detroit resident hazardous waste facility if it is 
well maintained and operated; it is centrally located and is easy to reach. 

COMMENT 14: 

Please stop this, for the health and safety of everyone in the region! 
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COMMENT 15: 

My family has lived in the same area for over 100 years. I own my childhood home, and all the 
different smells that were beyond disgusting were the slaughter pig house, the incinerators, houses 
burning, and so many of our parents in our area most of them died from cancer. There were many 
times we couldn't go outside because of all the smells. Nobody cares about Detroit anymore. We 
would never see this sort of smells and things in Bloomfield or the rich areas. Just because Detroit 
isn't rich and beautiful we all still bleed red. Let them take the stink to their neighborhood. 

Thank you, 

Detroit resident who lives around their garbage. 

PS. Or maybe they should think about buying out that one mile radius and then they don't have to 
worry about killing us. 

COMMENT 16: 

I am writing to express serious concerns about the proposed renewal of the hazardous waste 
operating license for US Ecology Detroit South. While I understand the facility’s role, the evidence 
shows persistent environmental, health, and regulatory issues that have not been sufficiently 
addressed. In its current form, I believe renewal poses unacceptable risks to public health, 
environmental justice, and community well-being. Below are specific reasons why the renewal should 
be denied along with links to support. 

1. Repeated Violations and Regulatory Non-Compliance 

• The facility has a documented history of air quality violation notices for “persistent and 
objectionable odors of moderate to strong intensity,” affecting residential areas. Planet Detroit 

• Inspections revealed structural problems: waste treatment tanks that were not leak-proof, 
significant erosion and cracking in treatment tank systems, and modifications to the system 
without proper notification to EGLE. Michigan Public 

• There have been dozens of violations over many years, including failure to meet basic safety 
and waste handling standards. Planet Detroit+2Michigan Public+2 

2. Health and Quality of Life Impacts on the Community 

• Odors are not just nuisances. They worsen asthma, COPD, and other respiratory conditions in 
communities already burdened by industrial pollution. 
Residents report that they “can’t even keep their windows open.” Planet Detroit 

• The immediate neighborhoods are overburdened: the cumulative effects of air pollution, risk 
of groundwater contamination, and continuous exposure to fugitive dust and volatile organic 
compounds. Planet Detroit+1 

3. Environmental Justice & Cumulative Impact 
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• This facility is located in an area already heavily impacted by industrial operations. Renewal 
without stronger safeguards continues a pattern of environmental injustice. Planet 
Detroit+2BridgeMichigan+2 

• The 2024 consent agreement required improvements (e.g. groundwater monitoring, repairs, 
odor control) and nearly $1 million in penalties and environmental projects. However, many of 
the root issues remain and improvements seem incremental rather than systemic. Planet 
Detroit+1 

4. Insufficient Enforcement and Deterrence 

• The fines and penalties levied historically have not been large enough to force compliance or 
deter future violations. Eg: over the last decade, dozens of violations but relatively small fines. 
BridgeDetroit 

• Licensing renewal for ten years (if that is the proposal) gives long duration of operational 
authority without sufficient triggers for enforcement or revocation in case of future non-
compliance. 

I live in close proximity to this facility, and I have been personally affected by the stench it produces. 
The lack of transparency about the risks and disruptions of living near this site feels like a betrayal. 
There has been no consistent or rigorous air monitoring, and odor control remains inadequate. I am 
not convinced that past or present groundwater leaks have been fully contained, nor that they do not 
pose a risk to me and my neighbors. 

Critical information like inspections, incidents, odor complaints, air monitoring results, and 
groundwater data, has not been shared with the public in real time, or even close to it. When 
reporting does occur, it seems designed favor the facility rather than protect the community. 

Renewing this facility’s license under these conditions would only prolong the harm to our 
neighborhood and continue a pattern of environmental injustice. We have endured enough. I urge 
you to deny the renewal of this license. At a minimum, no renewal should be granted until the facility 
demonstrates consistent, verifiable compliance with every term of the 2024 consent order and 
shows a sustained record free of violations. 

Thank you for considering my comment and for your work to safeguard Michigan’s environment and 
the health of its residents. 

COMMENT 17: 

I submit this comment to encourage the Michigan Department of Environment, Great Lakes, and 
Energy’s (EGLE) to reverse course and deny U.S. Ecology Detroit South’s operating license renewal 
application. 

For many years I have worked alongside dedicated residents and community organizers to hold U.S. 
Ecology Detroit South accountable for its flagrant, repeated violations of its permits which 
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conclusively indicate this company is not capable of operating within the bounds of the law. For too 
long EGLE has tolerated serial permit violators with slaps on the wrist while they are allowed to 
continue poisoning our communities. That EGLE is now poised to renew the license of one of the 
state’s worst polluters and permit violators is deeply disappointing. 

It is unacceptable that residents have been forced to live next door to this noxious facility for thirteen 
years while EGLE has meandered through a review of its operating license renewal application. U.S. 
Ecology Detroit South has been such a bad neighbor that it has been under an Administrative 
Consent Order to address its chronic nuisance odors and decades of willful permit violations since 
2020, an order it has routinely violated since it was signed. 

This is a company and facility that laughs in the face of EGLE’s unwillingness to protect the public. 
U.S. Ecology Detroit South treats violating its permits as the cost of doing business because EGLE 
treats permit violations as the cost of doing business. My residents and I are beyond tired of hearing 
the same old excuses from EGLE about not being able to do anything meaningful about repeat 
permit violators. Enough is enough. EGLE has a duty to end this cycle and has the tools necessary to 
put our residents and public health first. 

I want to specifically highlight the concerns of countless residents who have submitted complaints to 
EGLE over the decades about this facility: 

• No results of the odor feasibility study required by the consent order have been publicly 
shared. The facility’s parent company Republic Services (“Republic”) has told residents that 
no economically feasible solution was found for controlling its noxious odors. Since there is no 
solution, and no transparency on the study, the operating license should not be renewed. If 
you can’t feasibly operate without poisoning your neighbors, you should not be allowed to 
operate at all. 

• Rather than shut down this toxic dump, EGLE is poised to allow Republic to almost double 
their hazardous waste processing by installing three new tanks. This means approving a 
license renewal will significantly increase pollution and traffic at a time when they cannot 
control that pollution at current levels. 

• Republic has already begun winding down its gestures towards engaging with the community 
as EGLE nears approval for its expansion. Promises made by Republic about fixing roads, 
improved pollutant monitoring, and working together on community benefits have all been 
abandoned. This is indicative of the kind of company we are dealing with, one that believes it 
can lie to the faces of community members and state regulators and get away with it. You 
have a chance to prove their arrogance wrong. 

Approving Republic’s application will mean more odors, more dust, more hazardous waste, and more 
truck traffic in a community that has suffered long enough. EGLE should put an end to this madness 
and deny U.S. Ecology Detroit South’s license renewal altogether. 
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COMMENT 18: 

I live in Poletown East and find it offensive and absurd to think anyone living in the area would 
support additional hazardous waste processing. EGLE may not be paying attention but our 
community is actively trying to improve the air quality and support building a better city not just for 
us, but for generations to come. If you drive through Poletown you will notice that people are working 
together to restore homes, clearing abandoned spaces that the city doesn't invest in maintaining and 
building parks, farms, spaces to gather outside as a community. We need more support, not more 
pollution. 

COMMENT 19: 

Living near US Ecology has been a terrible and despairing experience that can be compared only to 
that of living downwind from the trash incinerator that USE have so neatly hidden behind for so many 
years. It has been a struggle to be seen and heard by EGLE. The reporting process is archaic and 
ineffective. As you know when we call it is only half the time that we can reach an EGLE rep. And of 
those times it is only about a quarter of these times that a rep is able to leave the office to inspect. Of 
those times it is only about half that they are able to inspect within an hour of the reported event. Of 
those half it is only half of the time that the inspector's nose is functioning well. My point is that the 
"violations" that US Ecology has received represent only a fraction of what they should be receiving if 
the reporting system were working for the people who live here and not working in favor of US 
Ecology. They love this system that helps them violate their contract regularly with impunity. 

We have had to live with their odors, dust, and invisible unknowns for decades and it is time to stop 
allowing hazardous waste to roll through our residential streets and blow into our homes. Yes, these 
odors penetrate even our well sealed homes. When the odors are strong there is no escape for us. 
Many of us work and play outside and often have to leave the neighborhood and stop what we are 
doing to escape. We have had to cancel workdays and neighborhood events apologizing for our city. 
This is deeply upsetting in a city that we love and have chosen to pour our souls into. If any of your 
inspectors lived here they understand this clearly. They do however show great empathy for our 
plight and do their best when they can. This is only sometimes. I understand that your staff has lots 
more to do than monitor this one neighborhood and that it will be impossible to be present at all 
times. This has been so frustrating because we are here at all times and yet our voices do not count; 
it is only the designated inspector who can issue the violation. If only there were a way to objectively 
monitor the odors. These noxious smells can leave a shadow on our olfactory system and linger for 
the rest of the day. There is no way we should be permitting them after we have seen so clearly how 
they have operated with leaking tanks for years. They are struggling to make money by cutting 
corners on safety and appear to take even substances that surprise them when processed. There 
have been several times I have learned from USE general managers that they did not expect a 
particular substance to react this way, or that a client snuck the substance in under another name. 
These practices will surely lead to a disaster one day and I'm sorry to say that I am stuck here 
waiting. They store volatile chemicals in drums just yards from East Ferry protected only by a cyclone 
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fence. I have seen revelers lighting fireworks off on this very block and rushed to pass, knowing what 
lies in that yard. We can see these drums just 30 feet from the road. I have complained about 
extreme odors to the company when EGLE is unavailable and been told by management that they will 
cease processing until they can figure out what is happening. Do you know how long it took the odors 
to dissipate when they halted production? It took more than 3 hours for the odors to relent. This 
demonstrates the inability to react quickly when something goes wrong. It's a bit like trying to stop a 
freighter in a hurry. It's not possible. 

The trash incinerator was allowed to almost destroy our neighborhood and now industrial polluters 
are allowed to continue to hold us back. Many of us are trying to do all that we can to protect 
ourselves. We are planting thousands of trees because it seems to be all we can do. We are here and 
need protection. We are just, sick not only from these fumes, but sick of government entities 
protecting and permitting polluters. 

You are causing harm to the city of Detroit and those who live here. Where do you think the 
employees and owners of Republic Services live? Right. Where do the employees of EGLE live? 
Please consider how your work affects all of us who are really here and not just stopping by. US 
Ecology is a dirty facility owned by a dirty corporation. Have you been inside the facility to see the 
black dust that covers everything in their labs? I have. This facility is not even safe for the employees. 
Have you noticed the aesthetic of the facility? It's like they are trying to outcompete Ferrous Metal to 
the north for who can be grimier and show lack of care for their environment. Trash breeds trash. 
These companies obviously deal in trash and spread trash all around themselves. We, the people of 
Poletown, are not trash and we will not be trashed on. 

It's very sad, really, how obvious this all is and yet how hard we have to work to get a single violation 
issued. But you know what, it was the same with the trash incinerator. We worked every day to report 
them and get hundreds of violations issued, a fraction of what they really deserved. Ultimately we 
shut them down because they admitted that they could not follow the law and make a profit. We 
recovered our health and have moved into a brighter day for Detroit. I hope that you care about 
Detroit and the environment and people here and will not continue to grease the wheels of industrial 
polluters taking advantage of marginalized communities to process the world's trash. 

COMMENT 20: 

[REDACTED] has been assisting the Detroit Hamtramck Coalition for several years with environmental 
issues in their neighborhoods, including the area around US Ecology-South. 

We witnessed the shut down after leaks were found in treatment pits and there were apparently 
insufficient inspections by EGLE, so it took a few years to be discovered. I worked for the DEQ (now 
EGLE) as a Senior Geologist and I am not surprised this lack of proper inspections took place. EGLE is 
overworked and understaffed. I worked mostly in Detroit for the DEQ and we could not address all 
issues. Serious issues were left unaddressed. 
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We have experienced the odors in the neighborhood and have concerns about what is being 
discharged to DWSD sewers under the Industrial Pre-Treatment Permit (IPP). 

The combined sewer system in Detroit can allow hazardous odors to reach human receptors. The air 
quality in the area is already seriously degraded by industry, truck traffic and railroads. Diesel 
exhaust particulate matter is harmful to humans. Dust is a constant problem from truck traffic. 

The renewal will continue the history of industrial contamination in this neighborhood that dates 
back over 100 years to my grandparents’ time in this neighborhood. I too lived in this neighborhood 
and the conditions motivated me to spend my career trying to create a better and safer environment 
for people. Please make a change for the current residents and start to correct decades of poor 
environmental management. 

COMMENT 21: 

On behalf of the citizens of Detroit, the City of Detroit, through its Buildings, Safety Engineering and 
Environmental Department, Environmental Affairs (BSEED-EA) is appreciative to the State of 
Michigan Department of Great Lakes, and Energy (EGLE) for hosting public participation 
meeting/hearing on August 13, and September 4, 2025, respectively, as well as extending the 
comment period to September 26, 2025, in order to allow additional time for comments to be 
received from the public. 

As part of the public involvement for the US Ecology Detroit (South) (USEDS) Hazardous Waste 
Management Facility, BSEED-EA submit comments for their Hazardous Waste Management Facility 
Operating License Renewal Application. All publicly available documents were reviewed and 
considered during the development of our comments. 

BSEED-EA’s understanding is based on the following information: 

• USEDS is a hazardous waste storage and treatment site located at 1923 Frederick Street, in 
Detroit, Michigan 48211. 

• The site received its first Hazardous Waste Operating License in 1990 and was last relicensed 
in 2003. 

• Activities include treatment and storage of hazardous waste for final disposition off-site. 

• Hazardous waste includes ignitable, corrosive, reactive, and toxic materials. No radioactive 
waste permitted. 

• No new proposed operations or increased capacities are requested. 

• USEDS also conducts non-hazardous solid waste operations, which are regulated by EGLE 
under a separate license. 

• Inspections are conducted by EGLE’s hazardous waste, solid waste, and air quality sections. 

• Recent Consent Order issued by EGLE on July 15, 2024. 
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• Recent Violation Notices (VNs) - September 4, and September 11, 2025, for persistent and 
objectionable odors (moderate to strong intensity). 

• License period: Month, Day, 2025 – Month, Day, 2035. 10-year expiration. 

BSEED-EA comments for USEDS Hazardous Waste Management Facility Operating License 
Renewal Application are as follows: 

I. As part of the General Operating Conditions, E. Preparedness and Prevention, we request 
a required emergency preparedness tabletop exercise with the City of Detroit Homeland 
Security & Emergency Management, and Detroit Fire Department. We are requesting that 
this exercise be scheduled annually and initiated by USEDS. 

II. No mention of emergency notification to the public regarding a release. 

III. How does the current Administrative Consent Order and recent violation notices factor in 
the decision-making process for the proposed permit? 

IV. The recent VNs issued during the license renewal process indicate that engineering 
controls for stronger particulate and volatile organic compound control may need to be 
prioritized to ensure compliance consistently with the facility’s Part 111 license per Rule 
299.9602(1)(b); as well as compliance with Part 115, Rule (R) 299.4509(9), Operating 
License Condition IV.I.1, R 336.1901(b), and PTI No. 269-04H General Condition 6. 
Therefore an accelerated implementation schedule and enforceable timeline be 
incorporated into the license for the engineering controls identified by January 17, 2025, 
Odor Feasibility Study is reasonable. We recognize that the Odor Feasibility Study 
identifies some dependencies for further control, but given five years have passed since 
the 2020 Consent Order and initial Odor Control Plan, deadlines may be required to move 
the facility toward compliance. 

V. Incorporate and update important components of the license, for instance the Ambient Air 
Monitoring Program (AAMP) in Attachment 11 or the Odor Management Plan for increased 
transparency and enforceability. As these components are referenced and relied upon by 
the license- these should be readily available and easily accessible, perhaps with a 
separate link for each attachment as it is currently difficult to navigate among the 
included attachments. Additionally, the AAMP at Attachment 11 appears outdated, for 
instance citing 3 monitoring stations instead of 4. As the license relies on these conditions 
please update to reflect the most up-to-date monitoring program. 

VI. Incorporate provisions USEDS has already committed to (e.g. better instrumentation) into 
the AAMP. Although the license requires a proposed plan within 90 days, the AAMP should 
reflect the interim upgrades that are being implemented upon license renewal. 

VII. More frequent air quality monitoring would give a clearer picture of ambient air conditions 
rather than the current monthly snapshot. We propose USEDS follow EPA’s Ambient 
Monitoring Technology Information Center (AMTIC) sampling schedule calendar for VOCs 
(every 6 days). 
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VIII. Current reporting of monitoring data online presents the most recent sampling date of 
monitoring. We recommend including more reporting data to the public, for example 
including data from the past quarter, or allowing the public to request historical data. 

IX. Where can the July 31, 2025, technical adequacy determination for the USEDS renewal 
application be found? 

X. Conduct joint inspections for hazardous waste, solid waste, and air quality. 

XI. What does increase enforcement action on future violation(s), given USEDS’ current 
noncompliant issues, look like, and who will be making that determination from EGLE? 

XII. A licensee should not be allowed to operate while their renewal application is under review 
if they receive any VNs. 

COMMENT 22: 

I am writing to express my concerns about the proposed U.S. Ecology Detroit South hazardous waste 
management facility operating license renewal. Thank you to the Department of Environment, Great 
Lakes, and Energy for the opportunity to provide comments and for holding a public hearing. It has 
been an honor to work alongside many residents and community organizations in the vicinity of U.S. 
Ecology Detroit South. 

As I stated verbally at the public hearing, I have strong concerns about the proposed renewal of the 
facility’s operating license, given the clear history of violations at the site. Even just since 2020, there 
have been dozens of violations of state and federal waste regulations, groundwater issues, as well as 
odor violations. In July 2024, US Ecology and EGLE entered into a consent order to resolve these 
violations, and it has only been slightly over a year since this resolution. There have been ongoing 
odor concerns at the facility. Residents continue to voice their outrage about the odor they are forced 
to experience again and again. 

While I understand their previous permit allowed for the same number of tanks to be operating as 
the renewal calls for, my understanding is that only 3 tanks, representing 70 percent of the facility’s 
capacity, are currently operational. Yet even with only 70 percent of capacity up and running, the 
facility has still had numerous violations over this time. The prospect of the facility operating every 
one of the six tanks, once replaced, considered in the context of their history of violations is 
extremely concerning. 

The community has worked hard to engage with Republic Services in the spirit of problem-solving, 
but the engagement from the company has unfortunately decreased over time. Additionally, there are 
still many questions from the community about the odor feasibility study and what the impact of new 
controls at the facility will be. 

If the renewal is to be approved, I urge EGLE to strengthen monitoring requirements, limit the 
capacity, and strengthen enforcement. 

As I mentioned at the public hearing, [REDACTED] recently reintroduced the Protecting Overburdened 
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Communities Act (POCA) which would require EGLE to conduct a comprehensive cumulative impact 
assessment for any permit in an overburdened community. This would include analysis of multiple 
sources, multiple pollutants, impact on health and consideration of demographic factors. While POCA 
has not yet passed the legislature, I urge EGLE to consider implementing as much of its proposal as 
possible within its power to do so. 

Residents near U.S. Ecology Detroit South have suffered odors, dust, trucks, and the resulting health 
impacts for far too long. With the facility’s long track record of violations, I urge EGLE to consider 
these concerns and move instead toward a better, cleaner future. 

COMMENT 23: 

I am a resident living within a mile of the US Ecology South location. 

For many years now our community has been living with this facility that puts our health at risk while 
committing violations that go without any serious repercussions for the company. They make money 
at the cost of our health and quality of life. This is not fair, and neither is operating this kind of facility 
near any residential area. 

Bringing hazardous waste from other communities to ours, this company has declined to honor 
many requests from us to reduce health risks from their operations. Our community has worked 
collaboratively on coming up with a list of safety measures that we wanted to see (no PFAS, soil and 
water testing at the site, for example), and the only one they agreed to was holding a quarterly 
community meeting. This community meeting serves to give the appearance of engagement, when 
engagement is one way only: they decide what they want to do, and we have to swallow it. This 
meeting only puts more burden on the community by taking our time showing up to a performative 
act on their behalf. It looks good on paper, but does nothing for us. 

We should not have to ask for our environment not to be violated. That should be a given. The fact 
that this neighborhood is historically inundated with polluting industry is a prime example of 
environmental racism, and it has to stop. This facility would never be allowed to exist in a 
neighborhood in Bloomfield Hills or Grosse Pointe. 

It is time to do the right thing and stop this pattern. People live here and we all matter. We are 
working very hard to push back and also to create the neighborhood we know everyone deserves - 
one with clean air and beauty. We are planting trees and beautifying our neighborhood. This facility 
should have to plant thousands of trees around them to buffer us from their emissions and dust. 
Instead, we have to do that work if we want to be healthier, at our own cost, on our own time, while 
they are profiting. Can you tell me who in their organization lives here? Who is willing to live near their 
beast? 

As someone directly affected by this facility, I urge you to listen to our entire community and do not 
renew their permits. They have not done the work to make things right and they will do even less if 
you let them continue. 
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COMMENT 24: 

I submit this comment to encourage the Michigan Department of Environment, Great Lakes, and 
Energy’s (EGLE) to reverse course and deny U.S. Ecology Detroit South’s operating license renewal 
application. Given the clear history of violations at the site, I have strong concerns about the 
proposed renewal of the facility’s operating license. 

Even since 2020, there have been dozens of violations of state and federal waste regulations, 
groundwater issues, as well as odor violations. In July 2024, US Ecology and EGLE entered into an 
Administrative Consent Order to resolve these violations, an order it has routinely violated since it 
was signed. U.S. Ecology Detroit South continues to operate through repeated violations of its 
permits and under Consent Order, which shows that this company is not capable of operating within 
the bounds of the law. 

For too long EGLE has tolerated serial permit violators allowing them to continue poisoning our 
communities. Now EGLE is poised to renew the license of one of the state’s worst polluters and 
permit violators is deeply disappointing. My community and I are beyond tired of hearing the same 
old excuses from EGLE about not being able to do anything meaningful about repeat permit violators. 
Enough is enough. EGLE has a duty to end this cycle and has the tools necessary to put our residents 
and public health first. 

I want to specifically highlight the concerns of countless residents who have submitted complaints to 
EGLE over the decades about this facility: 

Through the odor feasibility study the facility’s parent company, Republic Services, has told us that 
no economically feasible solution was found for controlling its noxious odors . Since there is no 
solution, and no transparency on the study, the operating license should not be renewed. If you can’t 
feasibly operate without poisoning neighbors, you should not be allowed to operate at all. 

Rather than shut down this toxic dump, EGLE is poised to allow Republic to almost double their 
current hazardous waste processing by onboarding three new tanks. This will significantly increase 
pollution and traffic at a time when they cannot control the pollution at current levels. The prospect of 
the facility operating every one of the six tanks, considered in the context of their history of violations, 
is extremely concerning. 

Republic has already begun winding down its gestures towards engaging with our community as 
EGLE nears approval for its new permit. Promises made by Republic about fixing roads, paving 
property, improved pollutant monitoring, and working together on community benefits have all been 
abandoned . This is indicative of the kind of company we are dealing with, one that believes it can lie 
to the faces of community members and state regulators and get away with it. You have a chance to 
prove their arrogance wrong. 
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Approving Republic’s application will mean more odors, more dust, more hazardous waste, and more 
truck traffic in a community that has suffered long enough. EGLE should put an end to this madness 
and deny U.S. Ecology Detroit South’s license renewal altogether. 

If this permit is not able to be denied, then a hold should be put on this process until residents and 
EGLE staff are satisfied that odors are no longer a problem. The recommendations of the recent odor 
feasibility study should be fulfilled as a starting point to solving this problem. 

If the renewal is to be approved despite everything listed above, I urge EGLE to strengthen all 
monitoring requirements; include more regular air monitoring and reevaluate the compounds that 
are being monitored; limit the capacity, and strengthen enforcement. EGLE should also conduct a 
comprehensive cumulative impact assessment for our community and include analysis of multiple 
sources, including multiple pollutants, impact on health, and consider demographic factors. 

COMMENT 25: 

My name is [REDACTED], and I am writing to you as a resident who lives near the U.S. Ecology South 
facility. For years, my family and my neighbors have been forced to endure the foul, chemical odors 
coming from this plant. There are days we can't open our windows or let our children play outside 
because the smell is so strong it gives us headaches and makes us feel sick. We have complained 
for years, and for years, nothing has fundamentally changed. 

I am asking you, begging you, to deny this company's operating license renewal. U.S. Ecology has 
proven time and again that it cannot or will not operate in a way that respects the health and safety 
of this community. Their history of repeated permit violations is not just a list of infractions on paper; 
it's a record of the nights our neighborhood was blanketed in noxious fumes and the days we worried 
about what we were breathing. 

To simply renew this permit would be a profound betrayal of your duty to protect Michigan residents. 
If EGLE is not going to deny this permit outright, then we, the residents who live in the shadow of this 
facility, demand that the following conditions be met before any renewal is granted: 

1. A Proven Period of Compliance: The permit renewal should be tabled and only reconsidered 
after U.S. Ecology operates for a minimum of six consecutive months with zero permit 
violations of any kind. They must prove they can follow the rules before they are given the 
privilege to continue operating. 

2. Mandatory Odor Reduction: The new permit must include strict, enforceable contingencies 
directly related to odor reduction, based on the findings of their own feasibility study. We will 
not accept "it's not economically feasible" as an excuse to poison our air. If they cannot control 
their odors, they cannot operate. 
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3. No Increase in Operations: The permit must explicitly state that the facility's operational 
capacity cannot be increased. They should not be allowed to ramp up their processing of 
hazardous waste, which would only increase the pollution and truck traffic we already endure. 
Operations must be capped at a level comparable to their current average. 

4. Community Review and Final Comment Period: Before EGLE signs off on any final version of a 
renewed permit, the draft must be made public to the community. We demand a new, formal 
public comment period on that specific draft, so we have a chance to see if our concerns have 
actually been addressed. 

We are tired of being ignored. We are tired of being treated as a sacrifice zone. Please, stand with 
your citizens, not with a serial polluter. Deny the permit. 

COMMENT 26: 

I am writing as a resident living within a mile of the US Ecology Detroit South facility and as an 
environmental health advocate on staff at the Ecology Center, a local nonprofit organization 
dedicated to healthy people and a healthy planet. 

This hazardous waste facility is nestled into a residential area. As such, we would hope that its 
owners, Republic Services, would be extra diligent to be good neighbors. Yet, they violate their own 
consent order on a regular basis by releasing noxious odors into the neighborhood. This damages the 
quality of life of those of us who live nearby and want to spend time outdoors or even just open our 
windows. On top of the nuisance that occurs, we are also concerned about potential negative health 
impacts from breathing in such odors. 

On behalf of my four children, I am asking for this facility to be shut down. Again, this is a residential 
area where families often commune outside, ride bikes, grow gardens, and otherwise work and 
recreate. It does not seem possible for this facility to function without violating its permits and 
consent orders and bring harm to the community. 

While US Ecology Detroit South is in operation, we ask for more controls over the odors. We request 
engineering controls for odors; more frequent air monitoring (every 12 days at a minimum); and clear 
communication to the community about the results of air monitoring. 

I am also concerned about PFAS being trucked in and out of our community and being processed 
here. I am concerned about PFAS chemicals being released into the air, as well as released into the 
sewer system, where ultimately they will go into the Detroit River, the source of our drinking water. 
PFAS chemicals are newly regulated or not regulated at all. This doesn't mean that they are not 
harmful. They are forever chemicals that cause a myriad of health concerns, including different types 
of cancer. I ask that PFAS chemicals be banned from being processed at this facility. 

The community in which US Ecology Detroit South operates is an overburdened community that has 
lived with the impacts of the Detroit incinerator and other industrial facilities. We ask that EGLE give 
us some relief. 
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COMMENT 27: 

I am a resident who lives in a neighborhood impacted by the U.S. Ecology Detroit South Facility, and I 
am writing to you today to submit a comment requesting that the Michigan Department of 
Environment, Great Lakes, and Energy’s (EGLE) deny U.S. Ecology Detroit South’s operating license 
renewal application. 

“When someone shows you who they are, believe them the first time” - Maya Angelou 

I believe that the U.S. Ecology South Detroit Facility has shown this community who they are and that 
they do not and will not have the best interests of our community in mind. As an organization that has 
had dozens of violations of state and federal waste regulations, groundwater issues, and odor 
violations, they are a nuisance and their operation negatively impacts my quality of life. 

I spent some time reviewing the mission, vision, and values of EGLE and I would request that you ask 
yourself these questions. 

1. Does approving the renewal of this license protect Michigan’s environment and public health? 

2. Does approving the renewal of this license respect people and foster a thriving community? 

3. Does approving the renewal of this license deliver a solution that reflects EGLEs mission and 
equitably serve the interests of Michigan residents? 

4. Does approving the renewal of this license serve the public? 

5. Does approving the renewal of this license lead, and account for the impact of this renewal on 
future generations? 

I believe the answer to each question is NO, and again would request that you deny this renewal 
application. 

Thank you for your time and consideration. 

COMMENT 28: 

I am [REDACTED] with the 48207 Grassroots Detroiters. We are here to - we are very concerned 
about the renewing of this license. Grassroots Detroiters and other organizations in our community 
have been working with not necessarily I ‘d say EGLE but it's with Republic. We not have had a good 
rapport with them. We have been working very hard to try to get some things settled, but it just don't 
seem like it's going that way. We feel like they probably got another mission and it's not what the 
community wants. Community is very spoken out loud. They're going in another direction. We 
understand there have been changes in management and positions over there. We are very 
concerned about our community. The new position or the new movement that they are making, 
they're not living up to the promise for the things that they said they was going to do within our 
community. So, I do want to bring very good light to that. The last meeting that we came to, we 
became aware that EGLE had sent Republic back to talk to community. Republic never came back 
and talked to the community. We are very upset with that. We have reached out to Republic to talk 
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to our community and they sent us back a text “About what for.” So we don't understand what's going 
on but we want to get some matters. So we felt that we need to take this up to the bigger chains and 
the bigger bosses get some answers to what's going on and get some resolution. 

COMMENT 29: 

Good evening. I'm [REDACTED] from the 48207 Grassroots Detroiters, also. Our community is very 
concerned about the lack of honesty and follow through from Republic. Before we had a really good 
rapport with Mr. Russ Knocke. We were really getting somewhere - there were a lot of promises made 
to the community and we felt like things were working well. After he left, everything that was 
promised to us has pretty much gone out the window. They pretty much stole our program. With the 
SEP, they were supposed to come in and do community projects. It turned from investing with the 
groups in their projects to them taking all of the money and making their own program. But the 
program that they came up with, with Habitat for Humanity, would exclude most of the people in the 
community from receiving help from the program. 

And it's a Grassroots Detroiters program. It was very disrespectful. We spoke to them 
beforehand about not stealing the program and our ideas and that in turn is exactly what they 
did. So, we're just not trusting them. If they're doing this now, we can only imagine what they 
would do once they get their permit. We were really on a good page and we don't understand 
what happened to that. So before you guys move forward with granting this permit, we would 
really like to get some things settled within the community with Republic, because the community 
is really not trusting them. 

And I just noticed something that I want to make sure I bring it to your guys attention. There are quite 
a few people here from our community, black to white, old to young, no one is in favor of this. No one 
has gotten up here and said that they are in favor of you ruining this license. Like several of us have 
said, we live with this. We raise our children with this. And I just would ask that you consider our lives 
and our health before you make your decision. Thank you. 

COMMENT 30: 

I am a resident. I live downwind of the facility and I am - my main comment is that I would prefer for 
the facility to not be continued licensed to to continue to operate. That is would be what I would 
prefer the outcome to be. But I also, assuming that they will get the license renewed, I feel like my 
concerns, one of many concerns, is just the potential for an explosion or a fire that could potentially 
lead to a mass evacuation of the area and could even potentially toxify the land and you know 
whatever. Maybe it could be a long time before people come back if there was an explosion or 
something that and it all blew into the neighborhood. So my comment is to put more concern into 
mitigating the hazard of there being explosion and maybe considering having any flammable material 
having to be in a contained facility that has a fire suppression and an explosion control device of 
some sort. So that is my comment. 

  



EQ Detroit, Inc. – Response to Comments 

Page | 39 

COMMENT 31: 

My comment really echoes what [REDACTED] comment was and I think the feeling that a lot of my 
neighbors in the community would prefer that this facility actually be shut down and not operate. I 
feel like it's an antiquated facility. Sure, they're trying to make some upgrades, but it still is you know 
maybe not the best facility for dealing with these kinds of materials. Because of the old, you know 
because it's an old facility it's outdated and so that's I think my comment. 

COMMENT 32: 

I live in the neighborhood and my concern is that there are there are not enough monitors for the air. 
Because you get calls from us saying that it happens, but you don't get there in time to see it. But if 
you had enough monitors to gather that data, you could see that data and you could say, "Yeah, 
there are spikes." But right now, unless someone from this organization's living there to say, "Yeah, I 
smell it," just like the neighbors, you get there after it's over with. And that's my concern is that there 
isn't enough monitors. There should be monitors on every corner monitoring the air. There should be 
there should be some way to monitor the water on every block. We are human beings. Thank you. 

COMMENT 33: 

I'm a resident and I live about a mile from the facility. I just wanted to talk about the Consent Order 
for a quick second, and the fact that there's multiple parts of it that are still in the wind. And reiterate 
what many members of the community said that Republic at the beginning of all the negotiations - 
and mind you the consent order was brought on by multiple violations for various parts of their 
operation - Republic initially came to the community and really wanted to work with everyone it 
seemed like. And then after some changes of staff and the advancing of this process that's 
completely ended, and I would just second everyone who said that. I don't know what the pathway to 
closing the facility is but that is the ultimate outcome that I would support, and I understand that 
that's not what we're here to talk about right now. For recommendations, I think we need, they did 
add a fourth monitor as a part of this license, but as far as I know they have not increased the 
sampling times. So I would really like to see the air being sampled more. Secondly a complete re-
evaluation of what compounds they are sampling for. I think in the previous license it's a very limited 
list of compounds and based on what the facility is doing and processing, I think scientists like 
yourselves would know better, you know, maybe what could be added to that. And what kind of 
frequency would allow for better monitoring of the air quality around the facility. 

The other piece of this is the odor feasibility study made several recommendations and I think again - 
why is that not a starting point for this? Like why are they even allowed to get their license renewed 
before they've implemented the engineering controls that were recommended to them by their third 
party that they brought in to tell them what to do? 
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And they told us that they couldn't, it wasn't cost effective, carbon is too expensive. And the odor 
feasibility study we had very little time to look at it. So you know there's even more information and 
more regulations I think that could be drawn out of the analysis of the order feasibility study once 
that's done. 

And then lastly I think we should consider sequestering all equipment that is used in the Chem Fix 
Building. They should not be allowed to bring equipment in and out, such as the excavators. And if 
they do, there should be engineered controls because they're using dust to control dust and they 
can't use water inside the Chem Fix, but they can use water outside the Chem Fix. From what I'm 
hearing, it seems like that would be a possibility. And I thank you all for being here. Appreciate you 
guys. 

COMMENT 34: 

Good evening. My name is [REDACTED] and I do live in 48207-11 grassroot community and I also 
don't live far from the facility. Okay. Right now I would like to speak about the chain of command 
because at first we did have a rapport with Mr. Russ and once he left things started spiraling out of 
control a little bit. Things started going a little bit differently. And then also with this facility that is up 
there like the air control monitoring, it needs to be improved because we have a lot of people in our 
neighborhood that have COPD, asthma. So if you got poor air quality, these people, including myself, 
we really sick. And it's hard for us to come outside when you have all these different smells and 
things going on in the air because it does affect our breathing. And we could die from this. You know, 
it all depends on what's floating around in the air that day. And I asked the question about that last 
meeting and it was answered very vaguely to me. So, when people are really concerned about their 
health and what they're taking in far as breathing wise. That has to do with whether you can live or 
die in a split second or a minute and you want to answer something, try to beat around the bush kind 
of vaguely about it, you know. So, you're not to be trusted. So, therefore, I don't trust them. And I'm 
quite sure there are other residents in the area with the same problems that I'm going through with. 
Don't trust them also, especially when it comes to our lives and our health. Thank you. 

COMMENT 35: 

We're about three streets away on Grandy and like pretty much everyone else we very much oppose 
the renewal of this, but I guess if it were to be renewed my biggest issues are the air quality and the 
smells, the odors. Because not only do the people who live right there, but we have to deal with it. 
Like last week, I was outside working and it was so bad that I had to go inside and do some work 
instead, and it was so bad inside that I didn't want to do anything because it was just so miserable to 
have to basically smell it while you're doing anything where maybe you're breathing a little bit heavily. 
And it's not just residents either because there is a very popular city park right there. Perrien Park is 
right there. In the summer, there are huge block parties, family reunions. There was just a class 
reunion in there last weekend. And if you live somewhere or you play like if you're going to a BBQ, you 
shouldn't have to call because your neighborhood smells, which is like that's what we currently have 
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to do. It’s like, "Oh, wow. It smells today. I guess we're not going to do anything outside.” It shouldn't 
be like that. So increasing the frequency of the air quality monitoring as [REDACTED] said and also 
increasing what they are monitoring for because we really shouldn't have to call. We do and we all 
most of us have it saved in our number but it shouldn't be like that. Thank you. 

COMMENT 36: 

Okay. I never had that in the building now because of the smells and you have to deal with a year or 
two. Okay. Very disappointed with Republic because they made promises they did not keep for our 
community to do more monitoring. They did not do it, just turn completely . Therefore we don't trust 
them, our health is very very important, and they still really don't care because they're not breathing 
this air over there. So, thank you. 

COMMENT 37: 

Thanks for listening. Just want to underscore all the time that y'all's organization takes from us. I've 
been making calls for approximately 13 years because I've lived in the neighborhood about that 
long. And it sucks to leave your house and be like, "Oh my god, it smells like toxic chemicals." And 
then it sucks to have to call, and then maybe you have to call two numbers. It's like, "Oh, what's after 
five? I have to call the next number." And depending on the person who's on the other line, it might 
take anywhere from two to seven minutes to make the call. I don't want to make the call. I don't want 
to call multiple times every week to let you know that I'm afraid of the toxic chemicals in the air. It's 
insane. Everyone has been keeping really calm and I appreciate it, but I don't live it. I've had to 
cancel multiple dinners that I was going to have in my yard, which is annoying. But what's terrible is 
that you're giving children asthma and people asthma who didn't have it before. 

When I've talked to you all at previous meetings, I am given the information that it's fine that the air 
is okay to breathe. But we need to see studies that prove that it's safe to be breathing the levels that 
you're putting in the air. We need to see independent monitoring that proves that the levels you're 
putting in the air is at safe levels. What we really need is for you to close. But I don't have faith that's 
going to happen. So this is what we need to not… Why do we have to be spending all this time? Why 
do I have to be here right now telling you this? Every week is ruined at least once except for that like 
nice year that you weren't putting something in the air like there was a pause. That was great. 

I don't want to think about you. Nobody here wants to think about it. Everybody here wants to be 
enjoying their evening with their families. With all the resources that you have, it's just - it's just 
wrong. And I urge anyone who's listening on the side of you guys to just like ask in your heart, would I 
raise my child in that neighborhood? And if the answer is no, then do your best to make the answer 
yes for us. Thank you. 
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ATTACHMENT 2 

Summary of Changes 
The following changes were made to the License following public comment: 

Condition: II.A.4 

Change: Regulatory citations were added to the condition. 

 

Condition: II.A.5 

Change: Regulatory citations were added to the condition. 

 

Condition: II.A.6 

Change: Regulatory citations were added to the condition. 

 

Condition: II.A.9 

Change: The condition was updated to require submittal of a demonstration to show that the sulfide 
deactivation process will work as required within 60 days of issuance of this operating license. 

 

Condition: II.A.10 

Change: The condition was added to prohibit the facility from using the 90% reduction 
demonstration for contaminated soils unless a procedure is approved by the Division Director and 
once approved, the procedure is documented in the operating record. 

 

Condition: II.E.2(a) through (c) 

Change: The conditions were added to identify the track-out procedures the facility must follow to 
ensure hazardous waste is not released into the environment from trucks or equipment. This 
includes equipment being used in active portions of the facility as well as daily sweeping and 
washing of specific traffic routes. 

 

Condition: II.F.2 

Change: The condition was updated to require the facility to work with both the Detroit Fire 
Department and Detroit Department of Homeland Security to ensure they are familiar with the site 
and its operations in case of an emergency. 
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Condition: II.J.2 

Change: Regulatory citations were added to the condition. 

 

Condition: II.P.2 and II.P.3 

Change: Conditions were removed and replaced with new conditions in Parts II and III for clarity of 
which units are being regulated. 

 

Condition: III.C.7 

Change: The condition was updated to clarify the prohibition of treatment of hazardous waste in 
containers, except for cases where the waste is unsafe to transport if not treated first. Regulatory 
citations were added to the condition. 

 

Condition: III.G 

Change: Regulatory citations were added to the condition. 

 

Condition: III.H 

Change: The condition was added to prohibit the facility from bulking fuels until procedures are 
provided and verified to be in compliance with the Subpart CC requirements. 

 

Condition: IV.B.3 

Change: The condition was added to prohibit the storage of hazardous waste in tank systems that 
are subject to Subpart CC. 

 

Condition: IV.B.6 and 7 

Change: These conditions were added to require the facility develop a phased, start-up plan for 
operating Tanks 701 through 706 once they have been upgraded to ensure odors are appropriately 
mitigated once operations resume. 

 

Condition: IV.C.5 

Change: The condition was added to prohibit the treatment of hazardous waste in tank systems that 
are subject to Subpart CC. 
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Condition: IV.D.2 

Change: Regulatory citations were added to the condition. 

 

Condition: IV.D.3 

Change: Regulatory citations were added to the condition. 

 

Condition: IV.E.3 

Change: Regulatory citations were added to the condition. 

 

Condition: IV.I.3 

Change: The condition was added to require that the facility cover all treated waste loads prior to 
removal from the treatment building to help prevent odors and emissions. 

 

Condition: IV.I.5 

Change: The condition was added to require the facility install and operate odor control technologies 
sufficient to control odors from the Chemical Fixation Building by December 31, 2027. 

 

Condition: V.B.4 

Change: The condition was updated to clarify how the facility is required to conduct Ambient Air 
Monitoring onsite including a monitoring frequency of no less than once every six calendar days. 

Condition: VI.D.1 

Change: The condition was updated to require the facility to sample the groundwater onsite for per- 
and polyfluoroalkyl substances (PFAS) and compare it to the Part 201 PFAS Generic Cleanup Criteria. 
Regulatory citations were added to the condition. 
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