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Part 175, Recycling Reporting, of the Natural Resources and Environmental Protection Act,

1994 PA 451, as amended (NREPA), requires recycling establishments to report each year on a
portion of commonly recycled materials that could potentially help contribute to calculating a
statewide recycling rate. This is a summary of what was reported through the system during fiscal
year (FY) 2021.

The law focuses on the data regarding waste diversion and recycling for seven types of materials

that have been separated from household or commercial waste: paper, plastic, glass, ferrous and
nonferrous metals, textiles, and single stream recyclables. In addition to recycling establishments
that are required to report, additional facility types can also opt in to report voluntarily through the

program.
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Each year, EGLE has worked to improve and refine the data review process to ensure only
appropriate material types and reporters are contributing data to the Program. This has included
efforts to remove end market users from reporting, remove establishments that do not handle
reportable recyclable materials, and provide additional follow up with reporters to ensure a mutual
understanding of what is being reported. In FY 2021, for the first time, reporters were offered the
opportunity to voluntarily provide the percentage of industrial material handled. Approximately half
of reporters chose to provide this information, which allowed the total reported tons to be adjusted
to exclude industrial tons, in accordance with the definition of reportable recyclable materials. This
effort to count only residential and commercial material resulted in significant decreases for several
material types. Additionally, it was found that in previous years, significant amounts of industrial
material were included in the data reported, leading to inflated tonnages in those years.

Recycling establishments continued to face challenges due to the COVID-2019 pandemic, and it is
unknown exactly how this may have impacted the tonnages reported. Due to the changes in
review methodology and the resulting reported tonnage shifts, it is not appropriate to compare

FY 2021 values with those presented in previous annual reports. Therefore, this report reflects
only the values reported for FY 2021.



http://www.michigan.gov/recyclingreporting

Recycling
A total of 553,697 tons of recyclable materials were reported as recycled in FY 2021.

Reported Recycled Materials (in Tons)

m 2021

Ferrous Metals Il 20,187
Nonferrous Metals | 32,992
Textiles 1 2,017
Single Stream WM 13,584
Glass N 65,633
Paper I 376,176
Plastic N 43,108

Recycling Destination
Most of these materials were reported to be recycled at
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Moving Forward 300,000 )
Amendments to Part 115, Solid Waste Management, of 200,000
the NREPA, may occur within the next fiscal year. 100,000
These statutory changes would impact Part 175
reporters by strengthening and expanding reporting 0

2021

requirements for many recycling establishments. A I State m Out of State

system revamp for reporters will be developed in

accordance with these expected changes; however, the

delayed passage of these amendments creates uncertainty regarding long-term reporting
requirements for recycling establishments. No amendments to Part 175 are recommended at this
time, as the Part 115 legislation is expected to influence the Part 175 Program and address many
of its shortcomings, such as gaps in data, minimal enforcement provisions, and time frames in the
law as they relate to consultation with interested parties. To encourage continuous improvement,
EGLE plans to continue with or implement the following:

e Engage in and document deeper consultation with interested parties.

e Continue a concerted and consistent effort to identify and contact all recycling
establishments that do not currently report.

¢ Reevaluate the Program in accordance with anticipated Part 115 amendments, as
necessary, and ensure understanding from participants and reporters in the Program.

e Enhance the reporting platform for recycling establishments to address current system
issues and prepare for potential Part 115 requirements.

These efforts aim to clarify legal requirements, increase the efficiency and value of the Program,
and strengthen the understanding of Michigan’s waste and recycling stream. For more
information, visit: www.michigan.gov/recyclingreporting.
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