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Plume Ford Livonia Transmission Plant, Livonia
Fact Sheet

Project Overview

The Department of Environment, Great Lakes, and Energy (EGLE) is providing this fact sheet
concerning Ford Motor Company’s (Ford) environmental activities at the Livonia Transmission Plant
(Plant). The environmental activities are in response to groundwater contamination that migrated
from the Plant.

In 2019, EGLE had a public meeting to provide an update on activities completed since the prior
public meeting in August 2018. The 2019 meeting focused primarily on the off-site shallow
groundwater investigation, vapor intrusion assessment, and mitigation measures at residences and
businesses.

In 2026, EGLE is planning a public meeting to discuss the Off-Site Utility Corridor Remedial
Investigation Report (RIR) for Plymouth Road, Stark Road, Hathaway Avenue and Farmington Road
(Off-Site Utility RIR), the Off-Site RIR for Belden Court/Alden Village, and the Response Activity Plan
(ResAP) for Site-specific Volatilization to Indoor Air Criteria (SSVIAC) Request submitted to EGLE in
November 2025.

These actions were required by the Consent Decree signed by Ford and EGLE on July 21, 2017.

Background and Site History

While renovating the Plant, Ford reported the discovery of chlorinated compounds in the groundwater
at the Plant. Ford investigated the contamination and determined one of these compounds, vinyl
chloride (VC), had migrated east of the plant in groundwater at concentrations exceeding EGLE
generic residential cleanup criteria for drinking water and Groundwater to Surface Water Interface.
All businesses and residents in the surrounding areas receive water from the Great Lakes Water
Authority, therefore, there is no known impact to drinking water being supplied to the homes and
businesses in the area.

Groundwater in the area is shallow, and the identified VC in the groundwater presented a potential
health concern, since VC can move from a liquid phase in groundwater into a vapor phase. As a
vapor, the contaminant can migrate into buildings, potentially making the indoor air unsafe to
breathe. The process of contaminated vapor migrating into buildings is known as vapor intrusion.
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Ford installed monitoring wells to assess the groundwater quality and identify potential areas of
concern. Soil gas wells (also known as soil vapor probes) were also installed to monitor vapor-phase
concentrations in the soil and assess the potential vapor intrusion risk to homes and businesses in
the area.

In July of 2017, Ford entered into a Consent Decree with EGLE (formerly known as the Michigan
Department of Environmental Quality [MDEQ]). The Consent Decree puts Ford on a schedule to
conduct remedial activities and allows EGLE formal oversight of these activities.

Since 2018, Ford has installed groundwater monitoring wells in the Belden Court/Alden Village area
to further define the extent of the contaminant plume. In areas where VC was above the action level,
Ford installed soil gas wells, sub-slab vapor pins, and sub-slab depressurization systems, if deemed
necessary, to mitigate the vapor intrusion risk. Ford continues to maintain and monitor the
mitigation systems. The soil gas wells, sub-slab vapor pins, and groundwater monitoring wells
continue to be sampled routinely since the time of installation.

Interim mitigation measures were implemented to prevent further off-site migration of impacted
groundwater. The Hydraulic Control System (HCS) (also called a “pump-and-treat system”) was
installed near the eastern Plant property boundary between November 2016 and March 2017. A
permeable reactive barrier (PRB) using zero valent iron (ZVI) in-situ injections was also installed
adjacent to the northeastern property boundary in July 2023. Additionally, Ford installed a vapor
extraction system in the on-site sanitary sewer in May 2022 to prevent vapors in the sewer from
reaching homes and businesses in the area. Currently, all three interim mitigation measures are
operational and performance monitoring is conducted quarterly to monitor the effectiveness of the
systems at reducing/eliminating off-site migration of impacted groundwater and vapors.

Prior Work Completed

Since approval of the 2018 Response Activity Plans, Ford has completed the following activities:
On-Site:

e Additional evaluation of sub-slab soil gas in the Plant and Automatic Transmission New
Product Center that had not previously been sampled.

e On-site source characterization, including potential source area identification and further
evaluation of the northwest portion of the Plant.

e A utility corridor analysis to determine if underground utility corridors serve as preferential
pathways for contamination to migrate.

e [nstallation of a sanitary sewer vapor extraction system (SSVES) to capture and treat vapors
within one of the primary sanitary sewer lines on the Plant property.

e Lining of 8,500 linear feet of on-site sanitary and storm lines.

e Continued monitoring of existing sampling points.
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Continued operation of the HCS to maintain control of groundwater migration on the southern
portion of the site.

ZVI injection to create a zone of groundwater treatment and reduce volatile organic
compound (VOC) concentrations locally and downgradient of the HCS.

Off-Site:

Securing access to off-site properties with residents and business owners.

Collecting and evaluating building-specific property information, such as building construction
details and presence of sump pumps.

Collection of sub-slab soil vapor in homes and businesses where building construction allows
for this method of sampling and collection of indoor air samples.

Pre-emptive mitigation of homes where a vapor intrusion risk was present and based on the
underlying geology, groundwater, and building construction.

Installation of additional monitoring wells as a result of vertical aquifer profiling.

A utility corridor analysis to determine if underground utility corridors serve as preferential
pathways for contamination.

Continued monitoring of existing sampling points.

Current Reports Under EGLE Review

The following reports have been submitted by Ford for review by EGLE and are the primary topic of
the 2026 public meeting:
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Off-Site Utility Corridor Remedial Investigation Report (Off-Site Utility RIR) - Plymouth Road,
Stark Road, Hathaway Avenue, and Farmington Road - submitted to EGLE n November 7,
2025

Off-Site Remedial Investigation Report - Belden Court/Alden Village (RIR for Belden
Court/Alden Village) submitted to EGLE on November 7, 2025

Response Activity Plan for Site-specific Volatilization to Indoor Air Criteria Request (ResAp for
SSVIAC Request) submitted to EGLE on November 7, 2025
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Off-Site Utility Corridor Remedial Investigation Report Summary
The Off-Site Utility RIR presents the results of the utility corridor sampling, including the following;:

e Results of liquid and vapor sampling of sanitary sewers along Plymouth, Stark Road,
Hathaway Avenue, and Farmington Road from 2020 through 2024.

The report concludes:

e Vapor sampling results were below the residential SSVIAC provided by EGLE in September
2020 to evaluate vapor migration in preferential pathways such as utility corridors.

e The nature and extent of COCs in the utility corridor has been defined.

Ford attributes these results to the successful sanitary sewer cleaning efforts and operation of the
SSVE system. Ford will prepare a remedial action plan (RAP) to address the off-site utility corridor.
The RAP will include details on the interim remedial measures completed.

Remedial Investigation Report for Belden Court/Alden Village Summary

The Belden Court/Alden Village RIR presents the results of sampling in this area of concern (AOC),
including the following:

e Groundwater and soil vapor sampling completed from 2015 through 2025.

e Liquid, sediment, and vapor sampling of the storm and sanitary sewers from June 2020 to
May 2022.

The report focused on delineation of the off-site lateral and vertical extent of groundwater impacts
and the potential risk to off-site receptors and summarizes the interim mitigation measures
implemented by Ford, including the HCS and PRB.

Response Activity Plan for Site-Specific Volatilization to Indoor Air
Criteria Request Summary
The ResAP for SSVIAC Request:

e Presents analytical results for VC and cis-1,2-dichloroethene (cis-1,2-DCE) in soil,
groundwater, exterior soil gas, sub-slab vapor, indoor air, and sump water samples collected
from the AOC and proposes updated SSVIACs for these compounds.

e Details the interim preemptive mitigation (IPM) measures implemented by Ford.

e Isintended to demonstrate using site-specific data that the proposed SSVIAC for groundwater
better reflects the best available data concerning the potential exposure risk posed by VC and
cis-1,2-DCE.

Page 4



Vapor Intrusion and Groundwater Contamination Plume Ford Livonia Transmission Plant, Livonia

Response Activity Plan Proposal Status

EGLE has reviewed the RIRs and proposed ResAP and is soliciting public comment prior to making a
final decision.

The requested SSVIAC for groundwater would reflect the observed conditions within the AOC and use
the data collected since 2015 to evaluate the potential exposure risk posed by VC and cis-1,2-DCE
migrating from groundwater to indoor air.

Schedule

The public comment period is tentatively scheduled to begin January 5, 2026, and end on February
4, 2026. The public information session is tentatively scheduled for January 22, 2026, from 5:30 to
7:30 PM. The meeting will be virtual. Those interested in attending the public information session
can register at https://bit.ly/RRD012226. The next anticipated submittals will be the RAPs for the
Off-Site Utility Corridor Area of Concern and the Belden Court/Alden Village Area of Concern.

EGLE’s Role During Ford’s Investigation and Remediation Activities

EGLE’s role during the cleanup activities will include the following:

e Present the RIRs and proposed ResAP to the public and collect public comments to be
incorporated into the final reports by Ford.

e Review and approve the proposed ResAP if it is determined to meet the requirements of the
Consent Decree.

e Review field work to ensure sampling is conducted in accordance with acceptable methods
and evaluate lab data to ensure validity of results.

e Require Ford to follow the appropriate next steps from the Consent Decree. The next steps
will be determined based on an analysis of all data collected to date.

e Require that Ford maintains a public outreach effort, communicating investigation results as
they are received and remaining available to answer questions related to the results.

e Work with other public bodies, such as the Michigan Department of Health and Human
Services, Wayne County Department of Health, Human & Veterans Services, Michigan Attorney
General, Michigan Senate, and the City of Livonia, so that all entities remain informed and
aware of ongoing activities related to the contamination and groundwater plume.
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Where to Find Additional Information

Ford

The Ford website for access to all data and submissions is
FordLivoniaBostonBeaconProject.com. Ford may be reached at 844-511-1002 or
info@fordlivoniabostonbeaconproject.com

Note that EGLE does not review or approve the content of Ford’s website narrative.

EGLE
EGLE has also established a project website at Michigan.gov/LivoniaVI.

To reach an EGLE representative, please contact the Environmental Assistance Center by
phone at 800-662-9278, or by email at: EGLE-RRD-Ford-Livonia@Michigan.gov

Michigan’s Environmental Justice Policy promotes the fair, non-discriminatory treatment and
meaningful involvement of Michigan’s residents regarding the development, implementation, and
enforcement of environmental laws, regulations, and policies by this state. Fair, non-discriminatory
treatment intends that no group of people, including racial, ethnic, or low-income populations, will
bear a disproportionately greater burden resulting from environmental laws, regulations, policies,
and decision-making. Meaningful involvement of residents ensures an appropriate opportunity to
participate in decisions about a proposed activity that will affect their environment and/or health.

EGLE does not discriminate on the basis of race, sex, religion, age, national origin, color, marital
status, disability, political beliefs, height, weight, genetic information, or sexual orientation in the
administration of any of its programs or activities, and prohibits intimidation and retaliation, as
required by applicable laws and regulations.

People with disabilities may request this material in an alternative format by emailing EGLE-
Accessibility@Michigan.gov or calling 800-662-9278.
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