
UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 
REGION 5 

77 WEST JACKSON BOULEVARD 
CH ICAGO, IL 60604-3590 

Ms. Lynelle Marolf 
Deputy Director 
Office of the Great Lakes 

2 7 JAN 2014 

Michigan Department of Environmental Quality 
Constitution Hall - 6th floor South 
525 West Allegan Street 
PO Box 30473 
Lansing, Michigan 48909-7973 

Dear Lynelle: 

REPLY TO THE ATTENTION OF 

Thank you for your November 18, 2013 request to remove the "Degradation of Aesthetics" 
Beneficial Use Impairment (BUI) from the United States side of the St. Marys River bi national 
Area of Concern (AOC) in Michigan. As you know, we share your desire to restore all of the 
Great Lakes AOCs and to formally delist them. 

Based upon a review of your submittal and the supp011ing data, the U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency hereby approves your BUI removal request for the United States side of the 
St. Marys River AOC. It is our understanding that the Ontario Ministry of the Environment and 
Environment Canada will undertake a study to determine the status of this BUI on the Canadian 
side of this AOC and they will remove this BUI for the Canadian side in a separate action. 

EPA will notify the International Joint Commission of this significant positive environmental 
change at this AOC. 

We congratulate you and your staff, as well as the many federal, state, and local pa11ners who 
have worked so hard and been instrumental in achieving this important enviromnental 
improvement. Removal of this BUI will benefit not only the people who live and work in the 
St. Marys River AOC, but all the residents of Michigan and the Great Lakes basin as well. We 
look forward to the continuation of this important and productive relationship with your agency 
and the local binational coordinating committee as we work together to fully restore all of 
Michigan's AOCs. If you have any further questions, please contact me at (312) 353-4891, or 
your staff may contact John Perrecone, at (312) 353-1149. 

Sincerely, 

Qe.~ 
Chris Korleski, Director 
Great Lakes National Program Office 

Recyc led/Recyc lab le • Printed with Vegetable 011 Based Inks on 100% Recycled Paper (50% Poslconsumer) 



cc: Dan Wyant, Director, MDEQ 
Jon W. Allan, MDEQ, Office of Great Lakes 
Rick Hobrla, MDEQ, Office of Great Lakes 
Bretton Joldersma, MDEQ, Office of Great Lakes 
Stephen Locke, IJC 
Wendy Carney, EPA, GLNPO 
John Perrecone, EPA, GLNPO 
Ted Smith, EPA, GLNPO 
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Great Lakes National Program Office 
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Chicag Illinois 60604-3507 
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JON W.ALLAN 

DIRECTOR 

The purpose of this letter is to request the United States Environmental Protection Agency 
(USE PA), Great Lakes National Program Office's {GLNPO) concurrence with the removal of the 
Degradation of Aesthetics Beneficial Use Impairment (BUI) for the St. Marys River Area of 
Concern (AOC). The Michigan Department of Environmental Quality (MDEQ) has assessed the 
status of this BUI in accordance with the state's Guidance for De/isling Michigan's Great Lakes 
Areas of Concern and recommends that the BUI be removed from the list of impairments in the 
St. Marys River AOC. 

Enclosed please find documentation to support this recommendation, including the BUI removal 
Briefing Papers prepared by the MDEQ's technical staff. The St. Marys River Binational Public 
Advisory Council submitted a letter stating their support for the removal recommendations on 
September 30, 2013. The proposed BUI removal was public noticed via a listing in the MDEQ 
Calendar and supporting documents were posted on the MDEQ's AOC program web page. No 
written comments were received during the public notice period which ran from September 11, 
2013, through October 14, 2013. 

We value our continuing partnership in the AOC Program and look forward to working with the 
GLNPO on the removal of BUls and the delisting of AOCs. If you need further information 
concerning this request, please contact Mr. Bratton Joldersma, Office of the Great Lakes, at 
517-284-5048, or atjoldersmab@michigan.gov, or you may contact me.

Enclosures 
cc/enc: Mr. Ted Smith, USEPA 

Lynelle Marolf 
Deputy Director 
517-284-5035

Mr. John Perrecone, USEPA 
Mr. Jon W. Allan, MDEQ 
Mr. Richard Hobrla, MDEQ 
Mr. Bratton Joldersma, MDEQ 

CONSTITUTION HALL • 525 WEST ALLEGAN STREET• P.O. BOX 30473 • LANSING, MICHIGAN 48909-7973 
www.michigan.gov/deq • (800) 662-9278 



Removal Recommendation 
Degradation of Aesthetics Beneficial Use Impairment 

St. Marys River Area of Concern 
 
Issue 
Based on two cycles of monitoring data collected by Michigan Department of 
Environmental Quality (MDEQ) staff, the Office of the Great Lakes (OGL), Areas of 
Concern (AOC) program requests concurrence with its recommendation to remove the 
Degradation of Aesthetics Beneficial Use Impairment (BUI) from the U.S. side of the St. 
Marys River AOC.  This request is made in accordance with the process and criteria set 
forth in the Guidance for Delisting Michigan’s Great Lakes Areas of Concern (Guidance) 
(MDEQ, 2008). 
 
Background 
The following description is paraphrased from the 1992 Remedial Action Plan (RAP) 
update, discussing specific aesthetic problems at the time:  the Degradation of 
Aesthetics BUI was impaired in the St. Marys River as a result of nuisance levels of 
floating material being periodically reported along the north shore of Sugar Island in the 
Lake George Channel (OMOE and MDNR, 1992).  In addition to nuisance floating 
material, the East End Waste Water Treatment Plan (WWTP) and Algoma Steel were 
identified as major point sources contributing to over 88 percent of the oil and grease to 
the river, followed by St. Marys Paper (EC et al., 2002). 
 
The Chippewa County Health Department (CCHD) and the St. Marys River Binational 
Public Advisory Council (BPAC) have repeatedly expressed concern regarding sanitary 
trash washing up on the Sugar Island Township Park beach following wet weather 
events.  Those materials may be originating from the East End WWTP in Sault Ste. 
Marie, Ontario, as a result of bypasses when the plant is inundated and unable to fully 
treat the volume of water it receives following significant rain storms.  The material may 
also be litter form storm water run-off and/or discharges from the storm sewer system. 
 
2011 and 2012 Aesthetics Monitoring 
Two cycles of assessments were conducted in 2011 and 2012, in accordance with the 
MDEQ’s 2011 Statewide Aesthetics Assessment Workplan and Monitoring Protocol 
(MDEQ, 2011).  Each of the St. Marys River monitoring sites was assessed as follows.  
 
The date, time, Global Positioning System (GPS) coordinates, weather conditions, and 
water temperature were recorded at each monitoring site.  Three water samples were 
collected in glass jars from below the water surface to assess water color, clarity, and 
turbidity.  All three sample jars were photographed together against a white backdrop.  
Any odors from the sample jars, visible debris, and obvious pollution (if any) in the River 
were recorded.  Digital photographs were taken along the shoreline to the left, to the 
right, straight across, and directly into the water, along with any other condition, debris, 
etc., worthy of recording.  Evidence of recreational activity such as empty bait containers 
or people swimming was noted along with any other observable conditions that may 
influence the decision as to the presence of a designated use impairment or a 
designated use being employed.  Based on the total of those observations, each site 
was assessed as to whether it met the criteria for removing the Degradation of 
Aesthetics BUI.  
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At each monitoring location, a minimum of five photographs were taken and are 
available upon request, as are the individual monitoring data sheets completed at each 
site. Specific monitoring locations were chosen based on:  historical RAP documents, 
input received from the BPAC, best professional judgment and personal knowledge of 
the MDEQ AOC coordinator, and physical access to the water body. 
 
Overall, it appears that aesthetic conditions in the St. Marys River AOC have improved 
considerably, when compared with historic reports of those conditions from years ago.  
Many of the aesthetic conditions described in early RAPs and other related documents 
simply no longer exist.  In part, this may be due to the successful implementation of the 
National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System program permitting in the U.S.; 
comparable wastewater treatment and control efforts in Canada; an increasing sense of 
resource stewardship by local resource users; improved environmental practices 
implemented by municipal, commercial, and industrial operations in the AOC; and 
increased advocacy and educational outreach by organizations seeking to enhance and 
protect the resource.  Further, significant investments to address combined sewer 
overflows from the cities of Sault Ste. Marie, Michigan and Ontario have also contributed 
to the improved aesthetics conditions of the AOC.  
 
Removal Criteria 
According to the Guidance, this BUI will be considered restored when monitoring data 
for two successive monitoring cycles indicate that water bodies in the AOC do not have 
any of the following physical properties in unnatural quantities which interfere with any 
designated use: 
 

• turbidity     • oil films 
• foams    • suspended solids 
• color    • floating solids 
• settleable solids   • deposits 

 
For the purposes of this criterion, these eight properties impair aesthetic values if they 
are unnatural – meaning those that are manmade (e.g., garbage, sewage), or natural 
properties which are exacerbated by human-induced activities (e.g., excessive algae 
growth from high nutrient loading).  Persistent, high levels are those defined as long 
enough in duration, or elevated to the point of being injurious, to any designated use 
listed under Rule 323.1100 of the Michigan Water Quality Standards.  Natural physical 
features which occur in normal ecological cycles (e.g., logjams/woody debris, rooted 
aquatic plants) are not considered impairments, and in fact serve a valuable ecological 
role in providing fish and wildlife habitat. 
 
Aesthetics Monitoring Results and Analysis 
The St. Marys River AOC was assessed on August 3, 2011, and May 23, 2012.  See 
flag icons in Figure 1 for locations.  The goal was to monitor the sites at least once 
following a significant wet weather event in order to evaluate the extent and severity of 
the water-borne trash problem at the Sugar Island Township Park.  While a moderate 
amount of rain had fallen in the days prior to the August 3 assessment, the monitoring 
crew only observed one small piece of trash that may have been related to a combined 
sewer overflow event.  
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Figure 1: St. Marys River Aesthetics Monitoring Locations 

 
 
The MDEQ staff communicated with the CCHD in the fall of 2011 in an attempt to 
coordinate the second assessment following a potential rain event causing debris to 
wash up on the park beach.  Unfortunately, those conditions apparently did not occur in 
the fall of 2011.  Snowfall in the winter was relatively light, so there was no major spring 
snowmelt to create those conditions.  There was an absence of heavy spring rains in 
2012, so MDEQ staff was unable to witness debris at the beach during that time as well.  
Finally, it was determined that the second round of monitoring needed to be completed, 
and if those conditions were so rare that we were unable to witness them over a period 
of approximately eight months, those conditions may not be persistent enough to impair 
one of the state’s designated uses.  This is a significant factor in determining whether 
the Degradation of Aesthetics BUI remains impaired.  Therefore, the second assessment 
took place on Wednesday, May 23, 2012.  Coincidentally, on Sunday evening, 
approximately 72 hours prior to the assessment, the Sault Ste. Marie area experienced a 
rain event where about ¼ inch of rain fell in a relatively short period, according to CCHD 
staff.  
 
Three sites were assessed from shore, including Ashmun Bay, the river at the 
campground behind the Elks Lodge, and the Sugar Island Township Park on the north 
shore of Sugar Island on the U.S. side of the AOC.  Minnows, ducks and geese were 
observed, as were fishermen and evidence of people having fished from shore 
throughout the assessment areas.  Goose droppings littered the beach area at the Sugar 
Island beach during the 2012 assessment, and a shoe and a bobber may have indicated 
recreational use at the site.  No debris, film, scum, or other conditions were noted in 
quantities which would interfere with any of the state’s designated uses at any of the 
sites during either of the assessments.   
 
A total of approximately 38 photos were taken and 18 water samples were assessed 
through both monitoring cycles. 
 
Rock riprap, broken concrete, and steel sheet piling were observed as methods for 
stabilizing shorelines, but these are ubiquitous conditions throughout waterfront areas 
and do not interfere with the state’s designated uses.  The site behind the Elks Lodge 



 
Removal Recommendation 
Degradation of Aesthetics BUI – St. Marys River AOC 
Page 4 of 12 
  

had very large chunks of concrete block at the water’s edge; but again, this prevents 
erosion, and while it may be unsightly, it does not impair a designated use.  
 
No unnatural odors were detected, no foams or oil sheens were observed, and only 
minimal discarded debris was found.  Occasionally, the monitoring crew saw minimal 
floating trash that had washed ashore.  It is the opinion of MDEQ staff that the U.S. side 
of the St. Marys River AOC is no longer aesthetically impaired following two rounds of 
monitoring.  
 
Sugar Island Monitoring Work Group 
While E. coli does not play a role in the criteria for determining an impairment of the 
Aesthetics beneficial use, it may sometimes be associated with sanitary trash deposits 
that have been found at the Sugar Island Township Park.  
 

The Sugar Island Monitoring Workgroup (SIMWG) was established in February 
2007 in response to reports of floating solids with high Escherichia coli (E. coli) 
levels periodically found in the Lake George channel of the St. Marys River.  The 
multi-agency, bi-national workgroup was tasked by the Four Party Management 
Committee (consisting of representatives from the U.S. Environmental Protection 
Agency, Environment Canada, Michigan Department of Environmental Quality, 
and Ontario Ministry of the Environment) to develop and implement a monitoring 
plan to determine the source and nature of the floating materials and the 
cause(s) responsible for the periodic high levels of E. coli at the Sugar Island 
Township Park beach.  In response to a recommendation from the report 
summarizing the 2007 results, the SIMWG developed and implemented an 
expanded monitoring plan for 2008 (SIMWG, 2009). 

 
The monitoring conducted by the SIMWG was not necessarily intended to document the 
presence of materials that may impair the Aesthetics beneficial use, but its results are 
informative in this regard: 
 

The monitoring plan consisted of a surveillance program involving a coordinated 
response to any reports of floating materials in the river and weekly water 
monitoring of 39 stations for E. coli by Chippewa County Health Department, 
Sault Ste. Marie Tribe of Chippewa Indians, Algoma Public Health and the 
Ontario Ministry of the Environment.  

 
There were four incidents of floating material reported during the 2008 season; 
one incident each in May, June, July, and October.  Samples were collected for 
the first three incidents, and were found to be natural materials (cotton likely from 
cottonwood trees, pollen, detritus, mayfly exuvia, and green/blue-green algae) 
except for one condom in a July 23 sample.  Although not a focus of this study, 
the presence of blue-green algae in some 2007 and 2008 samples suggests that 
additional assessment is warranted given the potential toxicity of this material. 
The fourth incident, reported on October 20, was described as a dark gray 
material with a sewage-like smell.  By the time the complaint was investigated 
the next day, the material was no longer present and a sample could not be 
collected (SIMWG, 2009). 
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The above excerpt from the Executive Summary of the 2009 SIMWG Final Report 
indicates that in 2008 there may have been just two incidents when unnatural physical 
properties were present.  The rarity of those events cannot reasonably be considered 
persistent, high levels, or long enough in duration to interfere with one of the state’s 
designated uses.  The following is an excerpt from the 2010 SIMWG Final Report for 
2009: 
 

There were four incidents of floating material reported during the 2009 season; 
two in April, one in August, and one in September.  Samples were collected for 
all four incidents.  The first sample, a white foamy substance, could not be 
identified but likely was a natural event.  The second incident appeared to be 
algae, and quickly disappeared.  The August and September incidents were 
more of a concern, as both consisted primarily of garbage debris and various 
hygiene products.  Contingency monitoring conducted soon after the September 
incident did not find additional floating material, high E. coli levels, or any 
indication of overflows/bypasses from nearby wastewater treatment plants.  
These incidents likely were the result of washout from storm sewers or release 
from recreational boats (SIMWG, 2010). 

 
This summary indicates that in 2009 just two incidents may have occurred that included 
unnatural physical properties causing localized concerns.  The fact that this occurs at all 
is regrettable; but again, potentially four incidents discovered over a two year period of 
intensive monitoring cannot be considered to be of a persistent, high level, or long 
enough in duration to interfere with one of the state’s designated uses.  
 
Presentation of Findings 
On July 31, 2012, staff of the MDEQ’s OGL presented the findings from both rounds of 
aesthetics monitoring in the St. Marys River AOC to the BPAC.  Staff answered 
questions and discussed the monitoring protocol and related issues with BPAC 
members.  At that meeting, the MDEQ recommended removal of the Degradation of 
Aesthetics BUI, based on data and observations collected in 2011 and 2012, and asked 
the BPAC for a letter of support for this action.  
 
In a letter dated February 19, 2013, the BPAC requested that the MDEQ perform an 
additional season of Aesthetics monitoring, claiming that the two rounds of monitoring in 
2011 and 2012 were insufficient.  The BPAC particularly emphasized the need to 
perform monitoring during or immediately following moderate to heavy wet weather 
events.  However, it is highly informative and sufficient to conclude that if entities 
physically located in the AOC were unable to document persistent, high levels of 
unnatural physical properties that interfere with any of the state’s designated uses during 
2008 and 2009, combined with similar findings from the MDEQ’s two seasons of 
monitoring in 2011 and 2012, the Aesthetics beneficial use is no longer impaired.  
 
In its response letter dated May 6, 2013, the MDEQ declined to conduct a third round of 
monitoring, but encouraged the BPAC to gather additional information or data to help aid 
in its decision making.  Further, the MDEQ encouraged the BPAC to evaluate the data 
collected by the SIMWG and any data collected by the CCHD.  The MDEQ pledged to 
consider any additional information as part of the process to determine whether the BUI 
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remains impaired, which it made clear would be in 2013.  To date, the MDEQ has not 
received any additional information, data, or analysis from the BPAC. 
 
On July 30, 2013, MDEQ staff contacted the CCHD to see if they had any relevant 
information or data from 2013 that should be considered as a part of the St. Marys River 
AOC’s Aesthetic BUI assessment.  At that time the CCHD indicated that, as of August 1, 
2013, they had not received any complaints of debris on Sugar Island or at other 
locations in 2013 (Daley, 2013).  
 
Recommendation 
Based on observations, data, and photographs collected during two monitoring cycles, 
the MDEQ program staff recommends removal of the Degradation of Aesthetics BUI 
from the U.S. side of the St. Marys River AOC.  This recommendation is supported by 
the data presented in the Sugar Island Monitoring Work Group’s 2009 and 2010 reports.  
The St. Marys River BPAC discussed the issue in detail at their July 3, 2012, and 
September 4, 2013, meetings.  During the September 4, 2013, meeting BPAC members 
voted to support removal of the BUI.  The BPAC submitted a letter dated September 30, 
2013, expressing support for this action (Attachment A). 
 
This proposed action was public noticed for 30 days via a listing in the MDEQ Calendar 
(Attachment B).  Supporting documents were posted on the MDEQ’s AOC program web 
page for public review and comment from September 11, 2013 through October 14, 
2013.  No written comments were received during the public notice period. 
 
In addition, the Ontario Ministry of the Environment (OMOE) and Environment Canada 
(EC) were consulted on this proposed action.  This removal recommendation was 
discussed during the September 20, 2013, Four Party Managers meeting.  No 
objections/concerns were raised by OMOE or EC regarding the recommendation to 
remove the Aesthetics BUI from the U.S. side of the St. Marys River AOC. 
 
Prepared by: John Riley and Bretton Joldersma 
  Office of the Great Lakes 
  Michigan Department of Environmental Quality 
  October 29, 2013 
 
 
 
 
Attachments 
 
Attachment A:  St. Marys River BPAC’s letter supporting BUI removal, September 30, 
2013. 
 
Attachment B:  MDEQ’s September 23 and October 7, 2013, Calendars. 
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Attachment A 
 

St. Marys River Binational Public Advisory Council 
Letter of Support for the Removal of the Aesthetics BUI 

From Michigan’s Portion of the AOC 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

ST. MARYS RIVER 

BINATIONAL PUBLIC ADVISORY COUNCIL          

 

Bretton Joldersma      September 30, 2013 

Great Lakes Management Unit 

Office of the Great Lakes 

Michigan Department of Environmental Quality 

525 West Allegan Street 

P.O. Box 30473 

Lansing, MI 48909-7973 

 

 

Re: Support for BUI Removals –Degradation of Aesthetics and Bird or Animal 

Deformities. 

 

Dear Mr. Joldersma: 

 

On behalf of the Binational Public Advisory Council (BPAC) for the St. Marys River 

Remedial Action Plan (RAP), we are writing to convey agreement by BPAC to removal 

of the Degradation of Aesthetics Beneficial Use Impairment (BUI) and the Bird or 

Animal Deformities BUI.  At a meeting on September 4, 2013, the BPAC unanimously 

passed a motion supporting the removal of these BUIs. 

 

As stated at the meeting, however, it is BPAC’s request that, rather than unilaterally 

removing these BUIs from the U.S. side of the river alone, MDEQ and EPA should work 

with their Canadian counterparts to concurrently remove these BUIs. 

 

The St. Marys River BPAC looks forward to continued progress in protecting and 

restoring the river ecosystem.  If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact 

us. 

 

Respectfully,  

     
 

Mike Ripley, U.S. Chair    Lora Premo, Canadian Vice-Chair 

 

Cc:  St. Marys River Binational Public Advisory Council 
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Attachment B 

MDEQ’s September 23, and October 7, 2013 Calendars 
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OCTOBER 9, 201 3 

OCTOBER 1 4, 201 3 

OCTOBER 1 4, 201 3 

OCTOBER 1 4, 201 3  

tissue paper. The draft permit is intended to simplify and clarify the facil ity's applicable 
requirements and wl l l  not result in  any air emission changes at the stationary source . The ROP 
public notice documents can be viewed at www.deq.state.mi.us/aps. The responsible official of the 
stationary source is Clarence Roznowski, 437 South Main Street, Cheboygan, Michigan 49721 . 
Written comments on the draft ROP or a request to hold a public hearing are to be submitted to 
Rebbecca Radulski, Michigan Department of Environmental Quality, Air Qua lity Division, Cadillac 
District Office, Gaylord Field Office, 2 1 00 West M-32, Gaylord ,  Michigan 49735, or via e-mail to 
radulski r@michigan.gov by October 9, 201 3. The decision-maker for the permit is Janis Denman, 
Cad i llac District Supervisor. I f  requested in writing by October 9, 201 3, a public hearing may be 
schedu led. Information Contact Rebbecca Radulskl, Air Qual ity Divis ion, radulskir@mich igan.gov 
or 989-705-3404 . 

DEADLINE FOR PUBLIC COMMENT REGARDING CODING PRODUCTS INCORPORATED, 
KALKASKA, KALKASKA COUNTY (SRN : B61 75), for the draft renewal of a Renewable Operating 
Permit (ROP) for the operation of a solvent base coating operation. The draft permit is intended to 
simp lify and clarify the facl lity's applicable requirements and wi l l  not result in any air emission 
changes at the stationary source. The ROP public notice documents can be viewed at 
www.deq.state.mi. us/aps. The responsible official of the stationary source is Mike Rasmussen ,  4 75 
North Gary Avenue, Carol Stream, I l l inois 601 88-4900. Written comments on the draft ROP or a 
request to hold a publ ic hearing are to be submitted to Gloria Torel lo, Michigan Department of 
Environmenta l Quality, Air Quality Division, Cadil lac District, Gaylord Field Office, 2100 West M32, 
Gaylord, Michigan 49735, or via e-mail to torel log@michigan.gov by October 9, 201 3. The 
decision­maker for the permit is Janis Denman, Cadil lac District Supervisor. I f  requested in writing 
by October 9, 2013 ,  a public hearing may be scheduled. lnformatlon Contact: Gloria Torello, Air 
Qual ity Division ,  torel log@michigan.gov or 989-705-341 0. 

DEADLINE  FOR PUBLIC COMMENT REGARDING THE PROPOSED REMOVAL OF THE LOSS 

OF FISH AND WILDLIFE HABITA T  BENEFICIAL USE IMPAIRMENT FROM THE SAGI NAW 
RIVER/BAY AREAS OF CONCERN. A link to the Removal Recommendation document can be 
found by clicking on "Progress Toward Restoring Beneficial Uses . . .  • under the " In formation· 
heading at: www.michigan.gov/aocprogram .  Submit written comments to Bratton Joldersma, 
Mich igan Department of Environmenta l Quality, Office of the Great Lakes, P.O. Box 30273, 
Lansing ,  Michigan 48909-7973, or to jo ldersmab@mich igan.gov by midnight on October 1 4, 201 3. 
In addition, a public meeting will be held on October 8, 201 3, from 6: 30-7:30 p .m.  at the Bay County 
Public library, 500 Center Avenue, Bay City, Ml 48708. All comments received by October 14 ,  
201 3, wi ll be cons idered prior to  final action. Additional details on  this proposed action m ay be 
obtained from:  Bretton Joldersma, Office of the Great Lakes at 51  7-284-5048, or  at 
ioldersmab@michigan .gov. 

DEADLINE FOR PUBLIC COMMENT REGARDING THE PROPOSED REMOVAL OF THE BIRD 

OR ANIMAL DEFORMITIES OR REPRODUCTIVE PROBLEMS BENEFICIAL US E IMPAIRMENT 
FROM THE ST. MARYS RIVER AREAS OF CONCERN. A l ink to the Removal Recommendation 
document can be found by cl icking on "Progress Toward Restoring Beneficial Uses . . .  • under the 
"Information" heading at www.michigan.gov/aocprogram .  Submit written comments to Bratton 
Joldersma, Mich igan Department of Envi ronmental Quality, Office of the Great Lakes, P.O. Box 
30273, Lansing, Mlchigan 48909-7973, or to joldersmab@michigan.gov by midnight on October 14, 
2013. I f  requested in  writing, a public hearing may be scheduled. All comments received by 
October 1 4 ,  201 3 ,  wil l be considered prior to final action. Additional detai ls on this  proposed action 
may be obta ined from: Bratton Joldersma, Office of the Great Lakes at 5 1  7-284-5048, or al 
ioldersmab@michigan.gov. 

DEADLINE F O R  PUBLIC COMMENT REGARDING THE PROPOSED REMOVAL O F  THE 
DEGRADA TION OF AESTHETICS BENEFICIAL USE IMPAIRMENT FROM THE ST. MARYS 
RIVER AREAS OF CONC ERN. A link to the Removal Recommendation document can be found by 
clicking on "Progress Toward Restoring Beneficial Uses . . .  • under the " In formation" heading at: 
www.michigan.gov/aocprogram .  Submit written comments to  Brelton Joldersma, Michigan 
Department of Environmental Quality, Office of the Great Lakes, P .0. Box 30273, Lanslng, 
Michigan 48909-7973, or to ioldersmab@michigan .gov by midnight on October 14 ,  2013. I f  
requested in  writ ing, a public hearing may be scheduled. Al l  comments received by October 14 ,  
2013, wi l l  be considered prior to final  action. Additional deta ils on this proposed action may be 
obtained from: Bratton Joldersma, Office of the Great Lakes at 51 7-284-5048, or at 
joldersmab@michigan .gov. 
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-t' OCTOBER 1 4, 201 3

OCTOBER 1 4, 201 3 

DEADLINE FOR PUBLIC COMMENT REGARDING FORD MOTOR COMPANY, RESEARCH & 
ENGINEERING CENTER, DEARBORN, WAYNE COUNTY (SRN : 86230), for the draft renewal of 
a Renewable Operating Permit (ROP) for the operation of combustion engine test cel ls with 
associated dynamometers. Exhaust gas from certain engines are contro lled by a thermal  oxidizer. 
The draft permit is intended to s impl ify and clarify the facil ity's applicable requirements and wil l not 
result in any air emission changes at the stationary source. The ROP public notice documents can 
be viewed at www.deq.state.mi .us/aps . The responsible official of the stationary source is Nina 
McIntyre and Joe Vicari, 1 701 Village Road, Dearborn, Michigan 481 2 1 .  Written comments on the 
draft ROP or a request to hold a public hea ring are to be submitted to Jorge Acevedo, Michigan 
Department of Environmental Quality, Air Quality Division, Detroit District Office, 3058 West Grand 
Boulevard , Suite 2-300, Detroit, Michigan 48202, or via e-mail to acevedoj1  @michigan .gov by 
October 9, 201 3. The decision-maker tor the permit is Wilhemina Mclemore ,  Detroit District 
Supervisor. If requested in writing by October 9, 2013 ,  a public hearing may be schedu led. 
Information Contact: Jorge Acevedo, Air Quality Divis ion acevedoj 1 @michigan.gov or 
31 3-456-4679. 

DEADLINE FOR PUBLIC COMMENT REGARDING GREAT LAKES TISSUE COMPANY, 
CHEBOYGAN, CHEBOYGAN COUNTY (SRN: 81 563), for the draft renewal of a Renewable 
Operating Permit (ROP) for the operation of coa l and natural gas boi lers used in the manufacture of 
tlssue paper. The draft permit is intended to simplify and clarify the faci l i ty's applicable 
requirements and wi l l  not result in any air emission changes at the stationary source. The ROP 
public notice documents can be viewed at www.deq.state.mi .us/aps. The responsible official of the 
stationary source is Clarence Roznowski, 437 South Main Street ,  Cheboygan, Mich igan 49721 . 
Written commen ts on the draft ROP or a request to hold a public hearing are to be submitted lo 
Rebbecca Radu lski, Michigan Department of Environmental Quality, Air Quality Divis ion, Cadil lac 
District Office,  Gaylord Field Office, 2 1 00 West M-32 , Gaylord, Michigan 49735, or via e-mai l  to 
radulski r@michigan.gov by October 9, 2013 .  The decision-maker for the permit is Janis Denman, 
Cadi l lac District Supervisor. I f  requested in writing by October 9, 2013, a public hearing may be 
scheduled. Information Contact: Rebbecca Radulskl, Air Qual ity D ivision, radulskir@michigan .gov 
or 989-705-3404. 

DEADLINE FOR PUBLIC COMMENT REGARDING CODING PRODUCTS INCORPORATED, 
KALKASKA, KALKASKA COUNTY (SRN : 861 75), for the draft renewal of a Renewable Operating 
Permit (ROP) for the operation of a solvent base coating operation .  The draft permit is  inte nded to 
simplify and clarify the faci lity's applicable requ irements and wil l  not result in any air emission 
changes at the stationary source. The ROP public notice documents can be viewed al 
www.deq.state .mi .us/aps . The responsible official of the stationary source is Mike Rasmussen, 475 
North Gary Avenue, Carol Stream, I l l inois 601 88-4900. Written comments on the draft ROP or a 
request to hold a public hearing are to be submitted to Gloria Torello, Michigan Department of 
Environmental Qual ity, Air Quality Division, Cadil lac District, Gaylord Field Office, 2100 West M32, 
Gaylord ,  Mich igan 49735, or via e-mai l  to tore llog@michigan .gov by October 9, 201 3. The decision­
maker for the permit is Janis Denman, Cadi llac District Supervisor. I f  requested in writing by 
October 9, 201 3, a public hearing may be scheduled. Information Contact: Gloria Torello, Air 
Qual ity Division, torellog@michigan .gov or 989-705-34 10. 

DEADLINE FOR PUBLIC COMMENT REGARDING THE PROPOSED REMOVAL OF THE 
DEGRADATION OF AESTHETICS BENEFICIAL USE IMPAIRME NT FROM THE ST. MARYS 
RIVER AREAS OF CONCERN. A link to the Removal Recommendation document can be found by 
clicking on "Progress Toward Restoring Beneficial Uses . . .  • under the " Information· heading al: 
www.michigan.gov/aocprogram .  Submit written comments to Bretton Joldersma, Michigan 
Department of Environmental Qual ity, Office of the Great Lakes , P.O. Box 30273, Lans ing , 
Michigan 48909-7973, or to loldersmab@michigan.gov by midnight on October 1 4, 201 3. I f  
requested in writ ing, a public hearing may be scheduled. A l l  comments received by October 14, 
201 3, will be considered prior to final action. Additional details on this proposed action may be 
obtained from: Bretton Jo/dersma, Office of the Great Lakes at 51 7-284-5048, or at 
joldersmab@michigan.gov. 

DEADLINE FOR PUBLIC COMMENT REGARDING THE PROPOSED REMOVAL OF THE BIRD 
OR ANIMAL DEFORMITIES OR REPRODUCTIVE PROBLEMS BENEFICIAL USE IMPAIRMENT 
FROM THE ST. MARYS RIVER AREAS OF CONCERN .  A l ink to the Removal Recommendatlon 
document can be found by clicking on "Progress Toward Restoring Beneficial Uses . . .  • under the 
"lnformatlon· heading at www.michigan.gov/aocprogram .  Submit written comments to Bratton 
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