
The MCMP improves the administration of existing state shoreline statutes 

and provides technical and financial assistance to local partners for creative 

coastal projects. 

Together, we can Protect, Preserve, Restore, and Enhance our coastal 

ecosystems to support use and enjoyment for current and future generations. 
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Michigan Coastal Management Program 

ENHANCING ACCESSIBILITY TO 

MICHIGAN’S COAST 

The Department of Environment, Great Lakes, and Energy (EGLE), 

Water Resources Division (WRD), Michigan Coastal Management 

Program (MCMP) helps communities enhance public access to the Great Lakes while protecting natural 

beaches and natural dunes. This is accomplished by using approaches to support coastal 

communities, foster appreciation of our natural, cultural, and historic resources, and create coastal 

tourism opportunities. 

Ensuring Accessibility to the Coast 

The Great Lakes define us. Our Fresh Coast, the nation’s largest freshwater coastline, and its abundant 

natural resources provide experiences unique to Michigan and its many coastal communities. The 

MCMP invests in enhancing public access to beaches and other coastal areas of environmental, 

recreational, historical, esthetic, ecological, or cultural value. These efforts often include planning and 

installation of trails, boardwalks, fishing piers, and other water-dependent outdoor recreation amenities. 

It is important to ensure that public access is barrier-free so that people of all ages, abilities, and walks 

of life can connect with Michigan’s great outdoors. 

Michigan’s lighthouses and shipwrecks are among its most iconic historic maritime resources. Michigan 

has the most lighthouses than any other state in the nation, with 129, many of which are on the 

National Register of Historic Places. The deep, cold waters of the Great Lakes are home to some of the 

most well-preserved shipwrecks in the world. These shipwrecks and other underwater cultural 

resources have such value that thousands of square miles of Michigan’s Great Lakes bottomlands are 

protected by both the federal and state government. Our freshwater coastline, coastal communities, 

outdoor recreation, and historic and cultural assets offer a wide range of experiences that are core to 

the quality of life we should all be able to enjoy. Coastal tourism is a powerful economic stimulus, so 

much so that the term ‘Blue Economy’ has become a framework for sustainable coastal management.



Public Access 
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Great idea, but our community doesn’t have the funds. 

The MCMP is here for you!  Through annual grant funding opportunities offered each fall, EGLE 

commits thousands of dollars each year to publicly owned lands for planning, feasibility, and 

installation of nature-based solutions to manage historic resources and provide public access. This 

means your community solution may be eligible for grant funding from the MCMP. 

The following are examples demonstrating public access. 

Solanus Mission Beach Environmental and Enhanced Public Access 
City of Petoskey, Michigan 

Solanus Mission Beach is one of the last remaining 

natural Great Lakes shoreline habitats within the city 

limits of Petoskey. The MCMP grant provided the city 

with the opportunity to preserve and protect habitat, 

while also increasing awareness by promoting access 

for people of all abilities to explore the shoreline with a 

low impact boardwalk and an overlook deck using 

environmentally friendly materials. The boardwalk 

offers visitors the opportunity to search for Petoskey 

stones and enjoy vistas of the Little Traverse Bay. 

Additional site enhancements included native species 

beach vegetation plantings, interpretive signage, and 

invasive species control.. 

Fort Gratiot Lighthouse Accessibility Improvements 
Port Huron, Michigan 

St. Clair County’s Fort Gratiot Lighthouse is the oldest 

operating lighthouse in the Great Lakes. The MCMP 

grant allowed the County to enhance the site by 

constructing new walkways and replacing existing ones 

that were not originally accessible. The new walkways 

were constructed barrier-free and are located 

throughout various areas. They provide improved access 

for visitors to restrooms, historical displays, benches, 

interpretive panels, visitor information, and a gift shop. 

Contact Kelsey Krupp at KruppK1@Michigan.gov to discuss project ideas. To learn more about the 

MCMP, visit our webpage at Michigan.gov/CoastalManagement. 

EGLE does not discriminate on the basis of race, sex, religion, age, national origin, color, marital status, disability, 

political beliefs, height, weight, genetic information, or sexual orientation in the administration of any of its 

programs or activities, and prohibits intimidation and retaliation, as required by applicable laws and regulations. 

To request this material in an alternative format, contact EGLE-Accessibility@Michigan.gov or call 800-662-9278. 
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