
The MCMP improves the administration of existing state shoreline statutes and provides 
technical and financial assistance to local partners for creative coastal projects. 

Together, we can Protect, Preserve, Restore, and Enhance our coastal 
ecosystems to support use and enjoyment for current and future generations. 

Michigan.gov/CoastalManagement 

Michigan Coastal Management Program 

CONTRIBUTING TO A SENSE OF PLACE 
The Michigan Coastal Management Program  (MCMP) in the Water 
Resources Division of the Michigan Department of Environment, 
Great Lakes, and Energy (EGLE) is committed to plan and manage 
future growth and development on lands adjacent to the coast, while 
protecting coastal natural resources, maritime heritage resources, water-dependent livelihoods and 
recreation, and other assets and activities that contribute to a community’s sense of place.  As a 
steward of the nation’s longest freshwater coastline, coastal communities are uniquely situated to find 
the balance between wise coastal development and preservation of natural coastal resources. 

Creating a sense of place 
Beautiful coastal resources give communities an opportunity to create a sense of place around their 
coastline features. Whether it is a bay, beach, river, or dunes, these resources support tourism, 
industry, and recreation, drawing both visitors and residents alike. As a means for preserving these 
assets, it is important for communities to formulate goals and objectives to ensure those resources are 
protected and preserved how the community desires. A Master Plan chapter dedicated to coastal 
resilience goes a long way to keeping coastal resources at the heart of a community’s sense of place. 
Adopting zoning ordinances that protect and preserve coastal features institutionalizes these goals into 
action. Coastal setbacks are arguably the most effective measure a community can take to preserve 
public beach access while safeguarding residential and public infrastructure from the fluctuating water 
levels of the Great Lakes. This approach also helps protect against coastal storms and ensures the 
preservation of natural dunes and beaches, which are essential for sustaining coastal tourism. 

Waterfront redevelopment also offers numerous benefits for enhancing a community’s sense of place 
by maintaining their desired coastal aesthetics. This process involves repurposing industrial sites into 
spaces where the community can reconnect with the water as a vital nature feature. Beginning with a 
clear vision for the area, waterfront property can become a hub of economic vitality that includes public 
access, venues, housing, and green spaces to strengthen sustainability of communities.  The vision of 
redevelopment is to ‘turn its focus back to the water’ as an asset rather than conveyance of discharges. 

There are several actions a community can take to create a sense of place including creating a 
waterfront redevelopment plan to reorient the community to the waterfront, updating the Master Plan 
with resilient principles dedicated to preserving a sense of place, and utilizing zoning codes for wise 
coastal development and protect and preserve natural resources.



Coastal Community Development 

Michigan.gov/EGLE 800-662-9278

Great idea, but our community doesn’t have the funds. 
The MCMP is here for you!  Through annual grant funding opportunities offered each fall, EGLE 
commits thousands of dollars each year to publicly owned lands for planning, feasibility, and 
installation of nature-based solutions to enhance coastal community resilience. This means your 
community solution may be eligible for grant funding from the MCMP. 

Here are a couple examples of projects that contribute to creating a sense of place: 

Burt Township Resilient Master Plan 
Grand Marais, Michigan 

The Central Upper Peninsula Planning and Development Regional 
Commission assisted the Burt Township update their community’s 
Master Plan with resiliency principles. To understand their coastal 
risk, a study of the coastal dynamics along Grant Marais’ bay-area 
was conducted which produced several vulnerability maps.  The 
resulting coastal resiliency chapter identified the respective 
coastal risks and mitigation options the community can pursue in 
the short- and long-term. The resilient chapter identified resilient 
policy options and site-specific projects to help the community 
become more resilient to the hazards associated with living on the 
coast. 

East China Waterfront Redevelopment Plan 
Charter Township of East China, Michigan 

The Charter Township of East China developed a waterfront 
redevelopment plan for the portion of the community along the  
St. Clair River. The township developed the plan in response to the 
future decommissioning of a DTE coal-fired power plant, which will 
open a substantial area of industrial land on the waterfront. The 
redevelopment plan serves as a policy guide with recommendations 
for future development over time and encourages economic vitality, 
low-impact development, environmental restoration, and enhanced 
recreational opportunities. 

Contact Adam Arend at ArendA@Michigan.gov or 517-231-2793 to discuss project ideas.  To learn 
more about the MCMP visit our webpage at Michigan.gov/CoastalManagement. 

EGLE does not discriminate on the basis of race, sex, religion, age, national origin, color, marital status, disability, 
political beliefs, height, weight, genetic information, or sexual orientation in the administration of any of its 
programs or activities, and prohibits intimidation and retaliation, as required by applicable laws and regulations. 
To request this material in an alternative format, contact EGLE-Accessibility@Michigan.gov or call 800-662-9278. 
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