
The MCMP improves the administration of existing state shoreline statutes and provides 
technical and financial assistance to local partners for creative coastal projects. 

Together, we can Protect, Preserve, Restore, and Enhance our coastal 
ecosystems to support use and enjoyment for current and future generations. 

Michigan.gov/CoastalManagement 

Michigan Coastal Management Program 

STEWARDSHIP OF MICHIGAN’S COASTAL 
HABITAT 

The Michigan Coastal Management Program (MCMP) in the Water 
Resources Division of the Michigan Department of Environment, Great Lakes,  
and Energy (EGLE) is committed to protecting, preserving, and restoring healthy coastal habitats across 
the state. Wise stewardship of our coastlines means balancing human use with sustainable natural 
habitat function. Michigan residents, visitors, and businesses currently use the coast in many ways, 
such as working waterfronts, boating, fishing, hiking, biking, and kayaking.  This diverse variety of 
recreational and economic opportunities along the Great Lakes coastline impacts over 70 unique 
coastal habitat types. These land and water-based habitats include coastal beaches, towering sand 
dunes, rugged bedrock and limestone cliffs, quiet forests, expansive coastal wetland complexes, and 
more. This diversity of habitat, spread over 300+ coastal community jurisdictions, means that no two 
communities face the same challenges when it comes to restoring or protecting their natural heritage. 

What is stewardship and why should my community get involved? 
Stewardship starts at the community level, while coastal habitat conservation begins with individual 
species. Planting just one tree or converting a small 10-square-foot patch of lawn into native plants can 
be the first step toward intentional stewardship. Preserving or restoring coastal dunes offers multiple 
benefits, including enhanced public enjoyment and serving as a crucial defense against the negative 
impacts of coastal storms and fluctuating water levels. However, committing to sustainable, healthy 
coastal habitat protection can be challenging for communities trying to maximize their tax base or 
satisfy the diverse needs of public space users. Since 1978, the MCMP has been helping Michigan's 
coastal communities fund and prioritize their stewardship efforts. 

Healthy coastal habitats not only provide home to wildlife and fish, but they also provide ecosystem 
protections from storm surges, stormwater filtering and quantity controls, and erosion abatement. 
Extensive research on ecosystem services from healthy coastal habitats shows that communities 
lacking these functioning ecosystems face higher long-term costs. Installation of hardened shore 
protections, chemical treatment for noxious weeds and algae, and the presence of flooded 
infrastructure are not only detrimental to the natural environment they are indicators of low-functioning 
coastal habitat. By incorporating nature-based solutions such as green infrastructure, pollinator 
gardens, dune restoration, wetland restoration, and natural shoreline erosion protections communities 
can enhance coastal habitat quality while bolstering resilience against human and environmental 
pressures. A healthy coastal habitat offers free and sustainable protection for you and your community. 
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Coastal Habitat 

Michigan.gov/EGLE 800-662-9278

Great idea, but our community doesn’t have the funds. 
The MCMP is here for you!  Through annual grant funding opportunities offered each fall, EGLE 
commits thousands of dollars each year to publicly owned lands for planning, feasibility, and 
installation of nature-based solutions to protect and restore our coastal habitats.  This means your 
community solution may be eligible for grant funding from the MCMP. 

The following projects demonstrate stewardship of coastal resources: 

Syndicate Park Dune Restoration Project 
Van Buren County, Lake Michigan 

Van Buren County sought to stabilize the dunes at Syndicate 
Park from excessive blow-sands moving off the dunes and 
control public access to the lake. The County successfully 
secured funding from the MCMP to draft a plan and for 
engaging with the public on various options for the site. 
Following the planning process, the County secured funding 
for dune restoration via native plantings of native grass, 
shrub, and trees and strategic placing a sand fence designed 
to control foot traffic. Of important note was the significant 
local support given in the form of leveraged match 
contributions for design expertise from the local 
Conservation District and regional Planning Commission. 

Mahera-Gentry Park 
City of Detroit, Detroit River 

Maheras-Gentry Park located minutes from the heart of 
Detroit, is a diamond in the rough with 1,200 feet of Detroit 
River frontage, a backwater, and an island.  The city intent for 
the park is to enhance the natural features at the shoreline 
and mitigate the island’s overgrown and invasion of 
unwanted plant species. The city successfully secured multi-
year funding from the MCMP for planning, design, and 
engineering for habitat restoration which involved significant 
community engagement. The final plans outlines options for 
future on-the-ground, shovel-ready work. 

Contact Dave Schuberg SchubergD@Michigan.gov or 517-331-1792 to discuss project ideas.  To 
learn more about the MCMP visit our webpage at Michigan.gov/CoastalManagement. 

EGLE does not discriminate on the basis of race, sex, religion, age, national origin, color, marital status, disability, 
political beliefs, height, weight, genetic information, or sexual orientation in the administration of any of its 
programs or activities, and prohibits intimidation and retaliation, as required by applicable laws and regulations. 

To request this material in an alternative format, contact EGLE-Accessibility@Michigan.gov or call 800-662-9278. 
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