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Groundwater Discharge Permit Application

Guidance for non-residential onsite wastewater treatment systems not
approved by the local health department

The local health department (LHD) did not approve the proposed non-residential onsite wastewater
treatment system (OWTS - also referred to as a subsurface sewage disposal system) because soil
and/or other pertinent factors do not meet the Michigan Criteria for Subsurface Sewage Disposal
(MCSSD) or local sanitary code (whichever is more stringent). Please be advised that the proposed
wastewater treatment system will be required to meet state groundwater discharge permitting
requirements, and changes may be required to the wastewater treatment system design previously
proposed to the LHD. To request a groundwater discharge permit through the State of Michigan, Part
22 Groundwater Discharge Program, please complete the following steps:

1. Contact the Part 22 Groundwater Permits Unit Secretary to determine if a pre-application
meeting to discuss wastewater treatment options (prior to submittal of a groundwater
discharge permit application) is necessary. Contact information for the Part 22 Groundwater
Permits Unit Secretary can be found at Michigan.gov/GroundwaterDischarge.

2. Prepare for a pre-application meeting and/or to submit a permit application. Gather the
following information.

a. A copy of the written decision from the LHD.
b. Both written and drawn design information.

c. The type of wastewater(s) that are produced at the site. For example, wastewater from
toilets, showers, or sinks, a commercial or industrial process such as growing
cannabis, processing fruit or vegetables, making vehicles, etc.

d. An estimate of how much wastewater is produced at your site. Please provide daily,
monthly, and annual maximum and minimum flow volumes.

e. Design information, such as tank size, discharge method, sketches and/or plans of
any wastewater treatment systems that already exist at the site.

f. The source water that is available at the site. For example, a municipal supply or
well(s) on site. If wells are present, how many wells are there and where are they
located?

g. Is a municipal sewer present/available nearby? If yes, how close is the nearest
connection to the sewer? Have you spoken with the owner of the sewer to see if
wastewater generated at your site could be sent to the sewer?

Michigan.gov/EGLE 800-662-9278 January 2026


https://www.michigan.gov/egle/about/organization/water-resources/groundwater-discharge
https://www.michigan.gov/egle/about/organization/water-resources/groundwater-discharge
https://www.michigan.gov/egle/about/organization/water-resources/groundwater-discharge

Guidance for Local Health Departments - Non-Approval of WWTS Applications

h. Copies of any influent and/or effluent wastewater sampling results that are available
for the site.

i. Maps that include the locations of proposed wastewater systems, wells, pipes, and
surface waters (such as a lake, stream, or river).

3. After the pre-application meeting (if determined to be needed), go to the MiEnviro Portal at
MiEnviro.Michigan.gov to create a MiEnviro account and submit a complete Part 22
Groundwater Discharge Permit application.

EGLE does not discriminate on the basis of race, sex, religion, age, national origin, color, marital status,
disability, political beliefs, height, weight, genetic information, or sexual orientation in the administration of
any of its programs or activities, and prohibits intimidation and retaliation, as required by applicable laws and
regulations.

People with disabilities may request this material in an alternative format by emailing EGLE-
Accessibility@Michigan.gov or calling 800-662-9278.
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