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Key Partners: 
• City of Center Line 
• Center Line Downtown 

Development Authority 
(DDA) 

• Drummond Carpenter, PLLC 
• Hutch Paving 
• Anderson, Eckstein, & 

Westrick 

Funded by:  
EGLE Nonpoint Source Program 
Section 319 
Local Funds 
Tracking Code #2021-0015 

Grant Amount:   $160,590 
Local Match: $125,418 
Project Total:       $286,008 

PROJECT DESCRIPTION: 
The goal of this project is to help Center Line become a leader in green infrastructure (GI) implementation 
that improves water quality and produces an exemplary site for education and inspiration to future 
developments. The City of Center Line worked with Clint River Watershed Council (CRWC) to retrofit a 
parking lot within the City’s DDA using four bioretention cells to mitigate stormwater runoff in the highly 
urbanized Bear Creek Subbasin (18.8 square mile Phase II storm water area and targeted nonpoint source 
(NPS) waterbody). This project is part of a long-term effort to enhance water quality by minimizing 
stormwater impacts that include excessive runoff, contaminant transport, and peak flow alterations to Bear 
Creek and Red Run within the Clinton River watershed. 

BEST MANAGEMENT PRACTICES: 
• 4 Bioretention cells capable of treating 

34,000 gallons of stormwater 

WATER QUALITY IMPROVEMENT: 
• Mitigation of existing impervious surfaces 
• Reduction of 2.28 lb./year of nitrogen 
• Reduction of .72 lb./year of phosphorus 

INFORMATION & EDUCATION: 
Installation of the project was featured in multiple 
news outlets in May of 2023: WWJ-TV, WDIV-TV, 
WJBK-TV, Macomb Daily, and Great Lakes 
Commission Daily News. A tour of the project site 
was hosted for other local communities and partners 
in September 2023. A brochure was produced for 
Center Line’s DDA to distribute to local businesses 
and developers interested in green stormwater 
infrastructure. 

 

 
Completed bioretention cell.  

Photo from CRWC.  
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EGLE does not discriminate on the basis of race, sex, religion, age, national origin, color, marital status, disability, 
political beliefs, height, weight, genetic information, or sexual orientation in the administration of any of its programs 
or activities, and prohibits intimidation and retaliation, as required by applicable laws and regulations. 
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Parking Lot Before: 

Poor pavement conditions and traditional catch 
basins  

Parking Lot After: 
Repaved and parking areas draining to four 

bioretention cells  

  
Northwest Corner Before: 

Landscaped area disconnected from parking lot  
Northwest Corner After: 

Bioretention cell with native plants and connected 
drainage from parking lot 
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