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KEY PARTNERS 
• Saginaw Chippewa Tribe 
• County & City Agencies 
• Central Michigan District Health 

Department 
• Natural Resource Conservation 

Service 
• Central Michigan University 
• Michigan State University Extension 
• Chippewa Watershed Conservancy  
• US Environmental Protection Agency 
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Watershed Council Grant 
Tracking Code #2021-0216 

Grant Amount:   $31,000 

 

  

PROJECT DESCRIPTION 
The goal of this project was to formalize and build 
the Chippewa River Watershed Alliance (CRWA) to 
address water quality issues on the Chippewa River. 
The 91.8-mile Chippewa River flows through 
Mecosta, Isabella, and portions of Clare and 
Midland counties.  
 
Objectives included: 

• Hire staff to support the project. 
• Design/distribute outreach materials. 
• Design an informational website for CRWA. 
• Define CRWA mission and goals. 
• Develop a strategic plan. 
• Expand community outreach to underserved 

communities. 
 
The Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) 
is working on the development an approvable 
watershed management plan (WMP) for the 
Chippewa River.  This project furthers this work and 
will improve water quality in the Chippewa River 
watershed.  

  
 

Postcard developed to raise awareness of the 
CRWA for residents of the Chippewa River 

Watershed. 
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The new tri-folded brochure distributed within the 

Chippewa River watershed. 

CRWA VISION 

“Working as a community to improve water 
quality, protect and restore natural resources, 

and enhance outdoor recreational opportunities 
within the Chippewa River Watershed.” 

 

WATERSHED AND  
COMMUNITY IMPACT 
The formalization of the Chippewa River 
Watershed Alliance establishes an effective 
multi-agency alliance that will improve 
watershed restoration implementation and 
public outreach efforts.  The CRWA also serves as 
the Steering Committee for the Watershed 
Management Plan efforts.  Together with NRCS 
we are working to develop an approvable WMP.  
This plan will allow the CRWA agencies to apply 
for implementation funding throughout the 
Chippewa River Watershed to address water 
quality issues, provide watershed protection and 
restoration in the future. 

GRANT PRODUCTS 
• CRWA was formalized with 58 partners 

committed. 
• CRWA strategic plan was developed. 
• CRWA website was launched: 

ChipRiverWatershed-MI.com  
• 10,000 copies of new tri-fold brochure were 

printed. 
• 6,900 new postcards were printed and mailed 

to watershed residents. 
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