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KEY PARTNERS 
• Shiawassee Conservation 

District 
• Shiawassee County Health 

Department 
• Shiawassee River Water 

Trail Coalition 
• Lory Thayer, Mid-

Michigan MiSTEM 
Director 

 

FUNDED BY  
EGLE Nonpoint Source Program 
Watershed Council Grant  
Tracking Code #2022-0238 

Grant Amount: $30,000 

 

PROJECT DESCRIPTION 

The goal of the Shiawassee Smart Watershed project is 
to strengthen conservation and public participation in 
protecting and preserving the 88-mile stretch of the 
river that is the Shiawassee River National Water Trail. 
Friends of the Shiawassee River (FOSR) created public 
outreach campaigns that informed citizens about 
nonpoint source pollution and citizen mitigation 
opportunities. They then packaged these campaigns 
for sharing with partner organizations which built 
capacity for nonpoint source education and outreach 
opportunities across the watershed. FOSR also 
expanded macroinvertebrate sampling efforts in 
partnership with the regional MiSTEM Network. They 
conducted exemplary educational experiences for new 
audiences. FOSR also continued the promotion and 
support of river cleanups that engage the entire 
community.  

 
Figure 1: Group of Corunna High School 
students wearing River Cleanup t-shirts 

before a group cleanup. 

 
Figure 2:  Stream Monitoring Education 
with Corunna High School Class   
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GRANT PRODUCTS:  
• Full financial audit completed 
• Equipment storage shed purchased 
• New site added to MiCorps Stream Monitoring 

Program 
• Collected benthic monitoring and experience 

survey data  
• River Cleanup event completed 
• NonPoint Source (NPS) Pollution social media 

campaign toolkit distributed to 119 affiliate 
partners, municipalities, and coalition members 

• FOSR web resources added: 
o NPS pollution webpage developed  
o Digital water quality lesson plan added 

• 15 educational outreaches with local students 

 
Figure 3: Fall 2022 Stream Monitoring Event at 
the newly added monitoring site, Holly Drain in 

Vernon. 

 

 

 
Figure 4: Group of employees from Precision 
Electric Motor Sales in Corunna participating 

in the River Cleanup at McCurdy Park, 
Corunna. 

WATERSHED AND COMMUNITY 
IMPACT 
The Shiawassee Smart Watershed Project 
engaged community members in watershed 
issues and solutions with increased participation 
in programs tied to the river and watershed. The 
initiative supported increased outreach to a 
variety of regional partners by establishing 
broad sweeping communication channels 
relaying accurate and informative information as 
related to NonPoint Source pollution within the 
Shiawassee River watershed. Additionally, we 
provided new digital resources for educators, 
building capacity for the next generation of 
Shiawassee River stewards.   
 

 

EGLE Nonpoint Source Program 
Michigan.gov/NPS 

Friends of the Shiawassee River 
www.ShiawaseeRiver.org    
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