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Key Partners: 
• Mid-Michigan District Health 

Department  
• Clinton County Drain Commission 
• Friends of the Maple River  
• Public Sector Consultants  
• Michigan Department of 

Agriculture and Rural 
development  

• The United States Department of 
Agriculture (USDA) Natural 
Resources Conservation Service  

• Gratiot Conservation District  
• Michigan Department of 

Environment, Great Lakes, and 
Energy  

Funded by:  
EGLE Nonpoint Source Program 
Tracking Code #2019-0003 

Grant Amount:   $339,700 
Local Match: $116,500 
Project Total:       $456,200 

 
Maple River Cleanup Day  

Friends of Maple River 

PROJECT DESCRIPTION: 
The Upper Maple River watershed encompasses 513 square miles and is part of the larger Maple River 
Watershed, one of the six major tributaries of the Grand River. The Villages of Maple Rapids, Ovid, and Elsie and 
the Cities of Ithaca, Fowler and St. Johns are located within the watershed. The Upper Maple River drains 
portions of Shiawassee, Clinton and Gratiot Counties. The land uses of the watershed are 79% agricultural, 7% 
rangeland, 8% forestland, 3% urban and built-up land, 2% wetlands and 1% water. The goals of the Upper 
Maple River Watershed Management Plan are based upon reducing or eliminating impacts of non-point source 
pollution and restoring or maintaining designated uses. This project implemented priority best management 
practices that will reduce phosphorous, nitrogen and bacteria (such as E. coli) and improve safe recreation. 
BEST MANAGEMENT PRACTICES: 

• 2,795.27 acres of cover crops 
• 4.1 acres of filter strip 
• 703.98 acres of no-till 
• 45.1 acres of nutrient management  
• 49 Home*A*Systs conducted                                           
• 13 Agricultural Incentives Program contracts 
• 51 Farm Bill contracts with 74 practices 
• 98 Michigan Agricultural Environmental 

Assurance Program A*Systs conducted                                                                                                            

INFORMATION & EDUCATION: 
Project partners worked to develop a mailing list that 
prioritized areas that have E. coli contamination. The 
Maple River watershed list consisted of 1,425 
properties. A total of eight mailings were sent on a 
quarterly basis delivering approximately 11,400 
pieces of educational content. Project partners also 
hosted a virtual workshop to help reach residents and 
provide updates about water quality in the region. 

 

  

 



The Upper Maple Safe Recreation and Water Quality 
Restoration - Nonpoint Source Project 
October 01, 2019, through September 30, 2023  

 
EGLE does not discriminate on the basis of race, sex, religion, age, national origin, color, marital status, disability, 
political beliefs, height, weight, genetic information, or sexual orientation in the administration of any of its programs 
or activities, and prohibits intimidation and retaliation, as required by applicable laws and regulations. 

To request this material in an alternate format, contact EGLE-Accessibility@Michigan.gov or 800-662-9278 

WATER QUALITY IMPROVEMENT: 
• 1,284 Tons of sediment reduced 
• 1,430 lbs phosphorus reduced 
• 4,992 lbs nitrogen reduced 

  
Site 1 Before: 

Drainage Water Management plan: Tile control 
structure installation  

Site 1 After: 
Drainage Water Management plan: Tile control 

structure stream bank vegetation regrowth after 
installation 

 
 

Site 2 Before: 
Sedimentation where Alder Creek enters Lake 

Victoria 

Site 2 After: 
Local BMP implementation around Alder Creek and 

Clinton County Drain Commission work  

EGLE Nonpoint Source Program 
Michigan.gov/NPS 

Clinton Conservation District 
Website  https://www.clintonconservation.org/ 
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