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West Grand Traverse Bay Coastal Protection
September 1, 2022 through June 30, 2024

Leelanau Conservancy
Leelanau County, Michigan

Funded by:

EGLE Nonpoint Source Program
Clean Michigan Initiative (100%)
Tracking Code #2022-0005

Grant Amount: $ 359,600
Local Match: $ 352,700

Project Total: $712,300
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PROJECT DESCRIPTION:

The West Grand Traverse Bay Coastal Protection Project established two permanent conservation
easements that together protect 160 acres with 2.3 miles of frontage along both banks of groundwater fed
streams in the Northport and Weaver Creek Priority Protection Areas of the Coastal Grand Traverse Bay
Watershed Plan. The conservation easements were submitted for funding based on their ability to reduce
nonpoint source nutrients and sediment loads, prevent habitat loss, and maintain stable hydrologic flow
regimes, which are the top four Priority Pollutants/Stressors of the watershed. These conservation
easements will prevent 10.7 tons of sediment, 462 Ibs. of nitrogen and 43 Ibs. of phosphorus from loading
into the watershed’s groundwater, wetlands, streams, and ultimately Grand Traverse Bay, each year. The
Leelanau Conservancy provided 100% of the costs for staff and contractor labor to help maximize the impact
of implementation funds.

Best Management Practices:
Permanent Conservation Easements

Pollutant Load Reduction:
e 462 |bs. Nitrogen
e 43 |bs. Phosphorus
e 10.7 tons sediment
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Weaver Creek Conservation Easement:
Gravel riffle and forested riparian corridor
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Weaver Creek Conservation Easement:
Mesic Northern Hardwood community
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Northport Creek Conservation Easement:
Northport Creek riparian wetlands

EGLE Nonpoint Source Program
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Weaver Creek Conservation Easement:
Weaver Creek with riparian wetlands

Northport Creek Conservation Easement:
Northport Creek rich conifer swamp community

Leelanau Conservancy

LeelanauConservancy.org

EGLE does not discriminate on the basis of race, sex, religion, age, national origin, color, marital status, disability,
political beliefs, height, weight, genetic information, or sexual orientation in the administration of any of its programs
or activities, and prohibits intimidation and retaliation, as required by applicable laws and regulations.

To request this material in an alternate format, contact EGLE-Accessibility@Michigan.gov or 800-662-9278
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