
Parcels in High-Risk Erosion Areas of Torch Lake 
Township, Houghton County 

Purpose 
This document lists the parcels designated as high-risk erosion areas (HREA) in Torch Lake 

Township, Houghton County pursuant to Part 323, Shorelands Protection and 

Management, of the Natural Resources and Environmental Protection Act, 1994 PA 451, as 

amended (NREPA). The Michigan Department of Environment, Great Lakes, and Energy 

(EGLE), Water Resources Division (WRD) periodically conducts recession rate studies to 

determine the location of HREAs.   

How are HREAs designated? 
HREAs are designated when the local rate of erosion is found to be one foot or greater over 

a minimum period of 15 years. Setbacks are determined based on the local rate of erosion 

determined during the study. Within an HREA, a permit from EGLE is required for 

construction of a structure on any portion of a designated parcel.   

Designation runs with the land including subsequent parcel splits and combinations. 

Absence of a property number does not guarantee the property is located outside of an 

HREA. Contact the Great Lakes and Shorelands Unit, Water Resources Division, EGLE in 

Lansing or the local EGLE district office for assistance. More information is available on the 

program webpage, Michigan.gov/Shorelands. 

https://www.michigan.gov/egle/about/organization/water-resources/shoreland-management
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MAP INFORMATION:
This map identifies High-Risk Erosion Areas under Part
323, Shorelands Protection and Management, of the
Natural Resources and Environmental Protection Act, 1994
PA 451, as amended. The shaded areas indicate an 
average rate of recession of at least one foot per year.
Questions regarding this map should be directed to the
Michigan Department of Environment, Great Lakes, and
Energy 517-284-5567. 
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EGLE does not discriminate on the basis of race, sex, religion, age, national origin, color, marital status, 
disability, political beliefs, height, weight, genetic information, or sexual orientation in the administration 
of any of its programs or activities, and prohibits intimidation and retaliation, as required by applicable 
laws and regulations. Questions or concerns should be directed to the Nondiscrimination Compliance 
Coordinator at EGLE-NondiscriminationCC@Michigan.gov or 517-249-0906. 

Michigan.gov/EGLE 800-662-9278 

Maps and data at EGLE 
People with disabilities may request the attached map(s) in an alternate format by emailing 
EGLE-Accessibility@Michigan.gov or calling 800-662-9278. 

Here at the Michigan Department of Environment, Great Lakes, and Energy (EGLE), we create 
ways to visualize the data we gather to make informed decisions in the work we do.   

We have many resources for the public to view our data, including the static map in this 
document, online interactive maps and apps, visual-rich story maps, and our Maps and Open 
Data portal where you can download raw datasets.   

If you have specific maps- and data-related questions, please contact our Geographic 
Information Systems (GIS) Team at EGLE-Maps@Michigan.gov and we will do our best to answer. 

Learn more 

Maps and data 
at EGLE 

Search downloadable 
datasets 

Subscribe to maps 
and data updates 
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