
JOINT PERMIT APPLICATION SAMPLE DRAWINGS 

The following drawings are examples of common projects applied for under the Joint Permit 

Application. Since each project is unique, these drawings should be used as guides and are not 

intended to include all information necessary for every project scenario. Site plans, cross 

sections, and profiles are required showing existing and proposed conditions as follows: 

Overall Project Site Plan: Many projects involve multiple activities requiring detailed 
information that cannot be captured in one drawing or illustration. As such, an overall project 
site plan should be submitted that shows the entire property and the location of all proposed 
activities. Separate plan view drawings should also be submitted for individual activities 
referenced in the application. The individual plan view drawing(s) should include all the 
required dimensions (length, width, area, cubic yardage, etc., as appropriate) for each activity, 
property lines, and all regulated features (wetlands, inland lakes and streams, Great Lakes, 
etc.). Include Soil Erosion and Sedimentation Control measures, as appropriate. 

Cross Sectional and Profile Drawings of all proposed impact areas with dimensions. 

The following items are required on all site plans, cross sections, and profiles, as applicable: 

1. Scale and/or Dimensions, Compass North, and Property Lines.

2. All wetlands on the property and their delineated boundaries associated with proposed

impacts. This includes wetlands that may not be regulated.

o Wetland delineations determine where the regulated line between upland and

regulated wetland lie. This is determined by a wetland professional through

consideration of existing vegetation, hydrology, and soils. See How Are Wetlands

Identified. EGLE makes the final determinations on wetland regulatory status.

3. Any rivers, lakes, or ponds on the property and Ordinary High Water Mark (OHWM)

elevation associated with the proposed impact locations. The OHWM is unique to each

individual waterbody and is defined differently in inland lakes, streams, and each Great

Lake. An OHWM can be determined by either land survey information or through simple

vertical measurements taken in reference to a benchmark such as an observed water

level or base of tree, etc. The following information indicates how to determine the

OHWM in different situations:

o PART 325: The OHWM for each Great Lake is an elevation set by Part 325 and is
referenced upon the baseline datum set called International Great Lakes Datum
1985 (IGLD 85). See the EGLE Great Lakes OHWM website for information on
Part 325 OHWM elevations. In addition, the US Army Corps of Engineers (USACE)
has jurisdiction over these areas and also has OHWM elevations; see USACE
website for more accurate daily information on Great Lakes Water Level Data.
When looking up daily data, use the Daily Lakewide Average Water Levels tables
to select the closest date elevation. If you are using the IGLD 85 datum as the
OHWM reference, this is the elevation you enter on the Joint Permit Application
for Great Lakes Observed Water Elevation. You may also use a relative reference
that is based on measurements in relation to a benchmark or point location
identified in the field (such as a water level or base of a tree). The OHWM
elevation can be converted based on this onsite observed data. See example
drawings.

https://www.michigan.gov/egle/about/Organization/Water-Resources/Wetlands/how-are-wetlands-identified
https://www.michigan.gov/egle/about/Organization/Water-Resources/submerged-lands/ordinary-high-water-mark-ohwm
https://www.lre.usace.army.mil/Missions/Great-Lakes-Information/Great-Lakes-Water-Levels/
https://www.lre.usace.army.mil/Missions/Great-Lakes-Information/Great-Lakes-Water-Levels/
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o Part 301: OHWM for inland lakes is the line between upland and bottomland
identified by the presence of a distinct change in character of the land caused by
successive changes in water levels. This line is identified in the field based on
observed physical characteristics and may be reported by referencing either land
survey elevation information or a relative benchmark such as observed water
level or the base of a tree. A surveyed elevation is typically referenced to the
National Geodetic Vertical Datum (NGVD 29 or NAVD 88). If the actual land
elevation is not known (i.e., no land survey is done), then use a relative reference
elevation such as 0 for an observed water level or a static benchmark. The
OHWM elevation to report on the JPA will be the vertical distance from that
benchmark to the physical line observed in the field. If using a water level as the
benchmark, report the date of observation. The OHWM is used for calculating
impacts from the proposed activities so the actual surveyed elevation itself is not
necessary in many cases. The necessary information is where the OHWM lies
vertically and horizontally in relation to the existing and proposed features on
site (e.g., water levels, bottom of stream, dock dimensions, etc.). See EGLE’s
YouTube Series for OHWM video tutorials, and the sample OHWM drawings
below for more information. Some inland lakes have a legally established OHWM
elevation (Legal Lake Level). For information, see EGLE’s YouTube video
describing Legal Lake Levels. Contact your County Drain Commissioner for
established Legal Lake Levels in your area.

4. Any floodplain 100-year boundaries identified on the property with dimensions in

reference to proposed impacts. See Floodplain Management Program.

5. Each impact location should be called out on plans with a label that corresponds to

reported impacts on the JPA. Identify fill and excavation dimensions and areas (in

Square Feet or Acres) with associated volumes (in cubic yards) and locations of

structures or other impact areas (including temporary impacts) associated with the

proposed project.

6. Distance to other structures and lot lines associated with the project as appropriate.

7. Topographic contour lines from licensed surveyor or engineer when applicable; this is

typically for larger developments or more complex projects.

List of sample drawings: 
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Docks 
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Driveway 
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Floodplains – Demarcation 
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9li40DGxRNE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UKcwg_aOvko
https://www.michigan.gov/egle/about/Organization/Water-Resources/floodplain-management
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