MICHIGAN GUIDE TO ENVIRONMENTAL REGULATIONS

APPENDIX C - MICHIGAN DEPARTMENT OF
ENVIRONMENT, GREAT LAKES, AND ENERGY
(EGLE)

EGLE OVERVIEW

EGLE’s mission is to protect Michigan’s
= v L = environment and public health by managing
air, water, land, and energy resources.
Working side-by-side with partners at the
local, regional, and state levels, EGLE
safeguards our state’s environment while supporting the economic growth and development crucial
for Michigan’s future. As part of providing expert technical and pollution prevention assistance to
businesses and individuals, EGLE performs approximately 30,000 site visits and inspections
annually. EGLE employs about 1,100 scientists, engineers, geologists, toxicologists, inspectors,
technicians, managers, biologists, and support staff across the state.

MICHIGAN DEPARTMENT OF
ENVIRONMENT, GREAT LAKES, AND ENERGY

EGLE is responsible for the administration of the Natural Resources and Environmental Protection
Act, Public Act 451 of 1994, as amended, and the administrative rules promulgated under its
authority.

EGLE DIVISIONS

Air Quality Division

The Air Quality Division (AQD) supports efforts to maintain clean air and minimize adverse impacts
on human health and the environment. Staff work to reduce existing outdoor air pollution and
prevent deterioration of air quality through air emission control programs, air monitoring, control
strategy planning, permit issuance, and inspection of air emission sources.

Drinking Water and Environmental Health Division

The Drinking Water and Environmental Health Division (DWEHD) oversees Michigan’s public water
supplies to ensure safe drinking water. The division is involved in source water protection, operator
certification and training, water well construction, registration of water well drilling contractors,
assisting local health departments in conducting drinking water quality investigations, approving and
licensing the handling of domestic septage, and oversight of the on—site wastewater program. The
division is also responsible for the approval and licensing of campgrounds and public swimming
pools.

Rev. 6/2022 Cc1


https://www.michigan.gov/egle/about/organization/Air-Quality
https://www.michigan.gov/egle/about/organization/Air-Quality
https://www.michigan.gov/egle/about/organization/drinking-water-and-environmental-health
https://www.michigan.gov/egle/about/organization/drinking-water-and-environmental-health

APPENDIX C: EGLE

Environmental Support Division

The Environmental Support Division is responsible for the department’s proactive outreach efforts
and support functions necessary to maintain an effective organization. The division prepares
professional materials to support the department’s communication strategy. The division hosts live,
in-person events, coordinates webinars, produces videos, and develops publications. Working with
program staff, the division assures public meetings and public hearings are professionally
conducted. In addition, the division operates the Environmental Assistance Center, coordinates
emergency response efforts, oversees the department’s facilities, and provides training opportunities
to staff.

Finance Division

The Finance Division is responsible for all financial aspects of the department from budget
development to year-end closing. The Finance Division director serves as the department’s chief
financial officer. The Finance Division oversees the Michigan Underground Storage Tank Authority
(MUSTA) and the Water Infrastructure Financing Section. The Michigan Underground Storage Tank
Authority assures underground storage tank owners and operators can meet federal financial
requirements necessary to operate in Michigan and provides a funding mechanism to address
environmental issues. The Water Infrastructure Financing Section is responsible for providing
funding mechanisms to assist communities with meeting water infrastructure needs.

Information Management Division

The Information Management Division establishes and implements department data management
standards and processes for information tracking to support transparency and effective internal
processes. The division is responsible for assessing information technology tools and strategies to
meet the ever-changing business needs of the department. In addition, the division is responsible for
coordinating the department’s GIS initiatives, maintaining the department’s web site, and
overseeing Freedom of Information Act responses. The division contains a performance optimization
section responsible for evaluating department processes, updating department procedures, tracking
audits, and assuring corrective action plans are implemented.

Materials Management Division

The Materials Management Division (MMD) oversees the solid waste, hazardous waste, liquid
industrial by-products, scrap tire and electronic waste programs; radioactive materials and radon
awareness programs; and energy and sustainability programs. The division oversees waste disposal,
transportation, and storage as well as implementing strategies to support recycling, pollution
prevention and beneficial reuse of unwanted materials. Activities in the radiological area include
coordinating with nuclear power plants, local emergency responders, and the federal government to
ensure that Michigan has sufficient resources in the event of a radioactive material release. MMD’s
energy activities include leading Michigan’s efforts to using cleaner fuels and renewable energy.
MMD partners with EGLE’s Office of Climate and Energy, to help communities reduce their carbon
footprint and become more resilience to climate change impacts and reach’s Michigan’s goal of
carbon neutrality by 2050.
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Oil, Gas, and Minerals Division

The 0Oil, Gas, and Minerals Division (OGMD) oversees the development of fossil fuels and minerals
while ensuring the protection of natural resources, the environment, property, and public health and
safety. The division regulates the locating, drilling, operating, and plugging of wells used for
exploration and production of oil, gas, brine, and minerals, as well as for underground storage and
waste disposal. It also regulates mines for metallic minerals and industrial sand. Additionally, the
division maintains a variety of maps and data on Michigan geology, fossil fuels, and minerals for
industry and public use.

Remediation and Redevelopment Division

The Remediation and Redevelopment Division (RRD) oversees the remediation and redevelopment of
contaminated properties in Michigan. The division administers two environmental cleanup programs,
including the Environmental Remediation program and the Leaking Underground Storage Tank
program. In addition, the division coordinates the implementation of Brownfield Redevelopment
financing for environmental response activities and manages portions of the federal Superfund
program. RRD also oversees the EGLE laboratory responsible for drinking water and environmental
testing.

Water Resources Division

The Water Resources Division (WRD) protects and monitors Michigan's waters by establishing water
quality standards, assessing the health of aquatic communities, issuing permits to regulate
wastewater dischargers, and overseeing aquatic invasive species concerns and water withdrawals.
The division processes permit applications and provides technical assistance to local soil erosion
and sedimentation control programs as well as activities like dredging or filling; constructing or
dismantling dams; constructing marinas, seawalls, or docks; building in a designated critical sand
dune, wetland, or floodplain; and protecting underwater shipwreck resources. WRD oversees and
issues construction permits for all public wastewater infrastructure, requires asset management in
NPDES permits to ensure proper maintenance, and oversees critical large-scale infrastructure
improvements in the area of CSO/SSO control vital to the health of Michigan’s waterways.

EGLE OFFICES

MPART Executive Director

The Michigan PFAS Action Response Team (MPART) Executive Director oversees the state’s
coordinated effort to address the threat of per- and polyfluoroalkyl substances (PFAS) contamination.
The Executive Director serves as the chair of MPART and coordinates closely with various federal and
state agencies on PFAS initiatives.
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Office of the Clean Water Public Advocate

The Office of the Clean Water Public Advocate accepts and investigates complaints and concerns
related to drinking water within the state of Michigan. The office establishes and implements
processes in coordination with the divisions to report drinking water complaints and assists with
resolution of complaints. The office is also responsible for preparing regular reports on the
complaints received, resolution, and recommendations moving forward.

Office of Climate and Energy

The Office of Climate and Energy coordinates activities of state departments and agencies on
climate response and provides insight and recommendations to state government and local units of
government on how to mitigate climate impact and adapt to climate changes. The office is also
responsible for developing and implementing strategies supporting reliable and environmentally
sustainable energy for the future.

Office of the Environmental Justice Public Advocate

The Office of the Environmental Justice Public Advocate accepts and investigates complaints and
concerns related to environmental justice within the state of Michigan. The office establishes and
implements processes and reporting of environmental justice complaints and assists with resolution
of complaints. The office prepares regular reports on the complaints received, resolution, and
recommendations moving forward and represents the department on the state’s Interagency
Environmental Justice Response Team. This office partners closely with divisions on coordinating
hearings and public meetings aimed at facilitating interactions with environmental justice
communities.

Office of the Great Lakes

The Office of the Great Lakes oversees Great Lakes-related water policy and coordinates with the
department’s divisions as well as external stakeholders to assure alignment of Great Lakes policy
and strategy implementation. The office represents the department in national forums regarding the
Great Lakes and advises the director on Great Lakes strategies.

Office of Legislative Affairs

The Office of Legislative Affairs is the primary point of contact with the legislature and represents
the department at various legislative meetings. The office coordinates constituent responses, tracks
and assists with bill analysis, and facilitates preparation for legislative meetings. In addition, staff are
responsible for assisting with developing the department’s legislative priorities.

Office of Public Information

The Office of Public Information is responsible for serving as the primary point of contact with the
media. The office prepares official department statements and press releases. The office is
responsible for developing the department’s overall communication strategy and coordinates closely
with the Environmental Support Division to develop materials to support the department’s
communication strategy.
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MICHIGAN DEPARTMENT OF
ENVIRONMENT, GREAT LAKES, AND ENERGY

ORGANIZATIONAL STRUCTURE
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CONTACT EGLE

Hours: Monday - Friday Physical Address:
8:00 am - 5:00 pm EST Constitution Hall
Phone: 800-662-9278 525 W. Allegan
Fax: 517-241-7401 Lansing, MI 48933

Email: EGLE-Assist@Michigan.gov

Mailing Address
P.0. Box 30473
Lansing, MI 48909

You may also contact the
appropriate EGLE district
office directly.

ENVIRONMENTAL EMERGENCY CONTACTS

To report an environmental emergency situation, dial the 24-hour Pollution Emergency Alert System
(PEAS) at: 800-292-4706 (within Michigan) or 517-373-7660 (outside Michigan)

DISTRICT OFFICE LOCATIONS

The Michigan Department of Environment, Great Lakes, and Energy (EGLE) has established district
and field offices to provide department services throughout the state. District and field office
employees provide information about department programs, review and process permit applications,
provide pollution prevention assistance to regulated entities, assess the compliance status of
regulated entities, and meet with stakeholder groups to encourage public participation in the
regulatory process.

The EGLE District Boundaries and Office Locations map represents all of EGLE’s ten district offices.
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