
 

1 

MI’s Influenza 
Activity Level: 

Sporadic 

             MI Flu Focus 
         Influenza Surveillance Updates 
                 Bureaus of Epidemiology and Laboratories 

 
Editor: Jalyn Ingalls, MA IngallsJ@michigan.gov October 17, 2016 Vol. 14; No. 1 
 

Influenza Surveillance Report for the Week Ending October 8, 2016 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

            

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Sentinel Provider Surveillance 
The proportion of visits due to influenza-like illness (ILI) increased to 0.8% overall, which is below the regional 
baseline of 1.9%. A total of 108 patient visits due to ILI were reported out of 12,706 office visits. Please note: These 
rates may change as additional reports are received. 

Become a Sentinel Provider!  

As part of pandemic influenza 
surveillance, CDC and MDHHS 
highly encourage year-round 
participation from all sentinel 
providers. New practices are 
encouraged to join the sentinel 
surveillance program today! 
Contact Jalyn Ingalls 
(IngallsJ@michigan.gov) for more 
information. 

 

Updates of Interest:  
MDHHS has confirmed the first two cases of influenza for the 2016-2017 season. Both 
confirmations were influenza A/H3, from adults in Southeast Michigan.   

 

Number of Reports by Region 
(30 total): 

 C (13) 

 N (2) 

 SE (10) 

 SW (5) 
 

 

National Surveillance: In 
the United States, 1.1% of 
outpatient visits were due to 
influenza-like illness, which 
is below the national 
baseline of 2.2%.  

Additional information is in 
the weekly FluView reports 
available at: 
www.cdc.gov/flu/weekly. 
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Week Ending Date

Percentage of Visits for Influenza-like Illness (ILI) 
Reported by Sentinel Providers, Statewide and Regions 

2015-16 Flu Season

C

N

SE

SW

Statewide

 

0.0%

1.0%

2.0%

3.0%

4.0%

5.0%

6.0%

7.0%

8.0%

9.0%

10.0%

O
c
t.
 1

0

O
c
t.
 2

4

N
o
v
. 
7

N
o
v
. 
2

1

D
e
c
. 
5

D
e
c
. 
1

9

J
a
n
. 

2

J
a
n
. 

1
6

J
a
n
. 

3
0

F
e

b
. 
1

3

F
e

b
. 
2

7

M
a

r.
 1

2

M
a

r.
 2

6

A
p
r.

 9

A
p
r.

 2
3

M
a

y.
 7

M
a

y.
 2

1

J
u
n
. 

4

J
u
n
. 

1
8

J
u
l.
 2

J
u
l.
 1

6

J
u
l.
 3

0

A
u
g

. 
1

3

A
u
g

. 
2

7

S
e
p

. 
1

0

S
e
p

. 
2

4

P
e
rc

e
n
ta

g
e
 o

f 
V

is
it
s
 fo

r 
IL

I

Percentage of Visits for Influenza-like Illness (ILI) Reported by the US 
Outpatient Influenza-like Illness Surveillance Network (ILINet): 

Michigan, Select Seasons

2009-10 (pandemic)

2012-13 (moderately severe)

2014-15 (moderately severe)

2015-16 (moderately severe)

2016-17 (current season)

Region 5 Baseline

 

http://www.cdc.gov/flu/weekly/overview.htm#Summary
mailto:IngallsJ@michigan.gov
mailto:IngallsJ@michigan.gov
www.cdc.gov/flu/weekly
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Hospital Surveillance 
The CDC Influenza Hospitalization Surveillance Project provides population-based rates of hospitalization due to severe 
influenza illness through active surveillance and chart review of lab-confirmed cases from Oct. 1, 2016 until Apr. 30, 2017, 
for Clinton, Eaton, Genesee, and Ingham counties. To date, there have been no influenza-related hospitalizations reported 
within the catchment area.  Note: Cumulative totals may change from week to week as cases are reviewed to determine if 
they meet the case definition. 
 
The MDHHS Influenza Sentinel Hospital Network monitors influenza-related admissions reported voluntarily by hospitals 
statewide, with 6 facilities (C, N, SE) reporting during this time period. Results for the 2016-17 flu season are listed in the 
table below. Additional hospitals are encouraged to join; please contact Seth Eckel at eckels1@michigan.gov.  
 

Age Group 
New Flu Hospitalizations  

Reported 
Total 2016-17 Flu Hospitalizations  

Reported to Date 

0-4 years 0 0 

5-17 years 0 0 

18-49 years 0 0 

50-64 years 0 0 

65 years & older 0 0 

Total 0 0 

 

 

Laboratory Surveillance 
MDHHS Bureau of Laboratories reported 5* new positive influenza results, all of which were identified as influenza A/H3. A 
total of 5 positive influenza results have been reported for the 2016-17 season. Influenza results for the 2016-17 season are 
in the table below. 
  
 

Respiratory Virus 

# Positive 
Respiratory Virus 
Results by Region 

Total 
# Specimens Antigenically 

Characterized 

# Tested for Antiviral 
Resistance 

C N SE SW 
# Resistant / Total # 

Tested 

2009 A/H1N1pdm        

Influenza A/H3 0 0 3 2 5*    

Influenza B        

A / unsubtypeable        

LAIV recovery        

*This data represents all specimens that were tested from Oct. 2 – 8, which includes some specimens that were collected 
prior to the start of 2016-2017 seasonal influenza surveillance.   
 
 
In addition, 9 sentinel clinical labs (2SE, 1SW, 6C) reported influenza results. One lab (SE) reported sporadic influenza A 
activity.  No labs reported influenza B activity.  Three labs (SE, SW, C) reported ongoing low Parainfluenza activity. One lab 
(C) reported sporadic RSV activity.  One lab (C) reported sporadic Adenovirus activity.  No labs reported hMPV activity.  
Testing volumes overall remain low but several sites are showing small upward trends.      
 
 
 
 

Influenza-associated Pediatric Mortality 
No new influenza-associated pediatric deaths were reported to MDHHS. In Michigan, there have been no influenza-
associated pediatric deaths reported for the 2016-17 season. Nationally, no influenza-associated pediatric deaths have 
been reported for the 2016-17 flu season. 
 
 
 

mailto:eckels1@michigan.gov
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Influenza Congregate Settings Outbreaks 
There have been no respiratory facility outbreaks reported to MDHHS thus far for the 2016-17 influenza season. 
Respiratory facility outbreaks are listed in the table below by facility type and surveillance region. 
 
 

Facility Type C N SE SW Total 

K-12 School      

Long-term Care / Assisted Living Facility      

Healthcare Facility      

Daycare      

Correctional Facility      

Total     0 

 

 

Michigan Disease Surveillance System 
MDSS influenza data indicated that compared to levels from the previous week, aggregate and individual reports had both 
decreased.  Aggregate and individual reports were both lower than levels seen during the same time period last year. 
  
 

Emergency Department Surveillance 
Compared to levels from the week prior, emergency department visits from constitutional complaints had increased, while 
respiratory complaints had decreased. Levels of constitutional and respiratory complaints were both similar to those 
recorded during the same time period last year.    

 6 constitutional alerts (3C, 1SE, 1SW, 1Statewide)  

 5 respiratory alerts (4C, 1SE) 
 

  

  2 respiratory alerts (2SW) 

  

 , 1 respiratory alert (1SW) 

  

  
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For questions or to be added to the distribution list, please contact Seth Eckel at eckels1@michigan.gov.   

MDHHS Contributors 
Bureau of Epidemiology – S. Bidol, MPH, J. Ingalls, MA, S. Eckel, MPH 
Bureau of Labs – B. Robeson, MT, V. Vavricka, MS 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Archived editions of FluBytes are available here 

and MI FluFocus archives are here.  

FluBytes 

UPDATED INFLUENZA VACCINE 
COMPOSITION FOR 2017 SOUTHERN 
HEMISPHERE INFLUENZA SEASON 
The World Health Organization has made their 
recommendation for the 2017 Southern 
Hemisphere Influenza Vaccine. It is recommended 
that the vaccine include:  
 

 A/Michigan/45/2015 (H1N1)pdm09-like virus 

 A/Hong Kong/4801/2014 (H3N2)-like virus 

 B/Brisbane/60/2008-like virus 
 
Quadrivalent vaccine will also include:  

 B/Phuket/3073/2013-like virus 
 
This is the first year that the A/California/7/2009 
(H1N1)pdm09-like virus has not been in the 
recommended flu vaccine composition since the 
2009 pandemic.  

 
NEW FLU VACCINE FOR THE UPCOMING FLU 
SEASON: FLUBLOK® (IIV4) 
The FDA has approved a new vaccine that will be 
available during the 2016-17 flu season:  
 
Flublok® (IIV4): This vaccine will be available in 
pre-filled syringes starting in January 2017. This 
vaccine contains 3x more active ingredient than 
other vaccines, and is licensed for use in people 
aged 18 years and older.  
 
Also, don’t forget that FlulavalTM (IIV4) will be 
available in November 2016. This vaccine is 
licensed for everyone aged 6 months and older. 
The dosage for this vaccine is 0.5mL. Please be 
sure to educate on the importance of proper 
dosage to prevent vaccine administration errors!  
 
 
MDHHS PRESS RELEASE REGARDING THE 
START OF THE 2016-17 FLU SEASON 
The start of the 2016-17 flu season is here, and we 
have already seen some flu activity in the State of 
Michigan. We have had two positive flu cases in 
Southeast Michigan, with both cases being 
influenza A/H3. MDHHS, MOA, and MSMS sent out 
a joint press release on Thursday, October 14th 
regarding updated information about these cases, 
and the season.  

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

CDC HAS RELEASED THEIR 2016-17 DIGITAL 
MEDIA TOOLKIT FOR THE UPCOMING SEASON 
The CDC has released their 2016-2017 Flu Season 
Digital Media Toolkit. This toolkit has many 
resources that you can use to help educate patients 
about the importance of flu vaccine, and the 
complications that the flu can cause. This guide 
provides details for events and activities, sample 
social media and newsletter content, website 
badges and other digital media resources you can 
use to help educate on the importance of the flu 
vaccine.  
 
 
CDC’S “DEAR COLLEAGUE” LETTER FOR THE 
2016-17 INFLUENZA SEASON 
CDC released their “Dear Colleague” letter for the 
2016-17 season. The letter is directed towards 
healthcare professionals from CDC and partners, 
and lists five updates in the season’s influenza 
recommendations from ACIP. It is signed by 
several professional societies. Please distribute to 
our Michigan providers!  
 
INFLUENZA-RELATED JOURNAL ARTICLES 

O Influenza and Memory T Cells: How to 
awake the force 

 
OTHER INFLUENZA-RELATED NEWS  

o NC records first flu death of 2016-17 
season 

o SC reports first flu death of the season 
o US cost of nonvaccination calculated at 

more than $7 billion annually 
o CDC officials worry that the new flu vaccine 

recommendations could reduce use 
o High-dose influenza vaccine is expected to 

provide cost savings and better outcomes 
 
AVIAN INFLUENZA INTERNATIONAL NEWS 

O Study finds long-distance migrant birds key 
to US H5N8 outbreak in 2015 

 
FLU WEBSITES  
www.michigan.gov/flu   
www.cdc.gov/flu   
www.flu.gov   
http://vaccine.healthmap.org/ 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

Archived editions of FluBytes are available here 

and MI FluFocus archives are here.  

mailto:eckels1@michigan.gov
http://www.michigan.gov/mdch/0,1607,7-132-2940_2955_22779-125027--,00.html
http://michigan.gov/mdch/0,1607,7-132-2940_2955_22779_40563-143382--,00.html
https://www.msms.org/AboutMSMS/NewsMedia/News/tabid/178/ID/5984/MDHHS-MSMS-and-MOA-Urge-Residents-to-Vaccinate-Against-Influenza.aspx
http://www.cdc.gov/flu/partners/digital-media-toolkit.htm
http://www.cdc.gov/flu/pdf/professionals/dear-colleague.pdf
http://www.mdpi.com/2076-393X/4/4/33
http://www.mdpi.com/2076-393X/4/4/33
http://www.wcnc.com/news/health/nc-records-first-flu-death-of-2016-17-season/335853540
http://www.wcnc.com/news/health/nc-records-first-flu-death-of-2016-17-season/335853540
http://www.greenvilleonline.com/story/news/2016/10/12/sc-reports-first-flu-death-season/91967048/
http://www.cidrap.umn.edu/news-perspective/2016/10/news-scan-oct-13-2016http:/www.cidrap.umn.edu/news-perspective/2016/10/news-scan-oct-13-2016
http://www.cidrap.umn.edu/news-perspective/2016/10/news-scan-oct-13-2016http:/www.cidrap.umn.edu/news-perspective/2016/10/news-scan-oct-13-2016
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/to-your-health/wp/2016/09/29/cdc-officials-worry-that-new-flu-vaccine-recommendations-could-reduce-use/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/to-your-health/wp/2016/09/29/cdc-officials-worry-that-new-flu-vaccine-recommendations-could-reduce-use/
http://medicalxpress.com/news/2016-10-high-dose-influenza-vaccine-outcomes.html
http://medicalxpress.com/news/2016-10-high-dose-influenza-vaccine-outcomes.html
http://www.cidrap.umn.edu/news-perspective/2016/10/news-scan-oct-13-2016
http://www.cidrap.umn.edu/news-perspective/2016/10/news-scan-oct-13-2016
http://www.michigan.gov/flu
http://www.cdc.gov/flu
http://www.flu.gov/
http://vaccine.healthmap.org/
http://www.michigan.gov/mdch/0,1607,7-132-2940_2955_22779-125027--,00.html
http://michigan.gov/mdch/0,1607,7-132-2940_2955_22779_40563-143382--,00.html

