
MICHIGAN’S INVASIVE SPECIES 
WATCH LIST 
The invasive species included on the watch list are priority species that have been identified as posing an 
immediate and significant threat to Michigan’s natural resources. These species have either never been 
confirmed in Michigan or have very limited distribution or are localized. Early detection and timely 
reporting of occurrences of these species is crucial for increasing the likelihood of stopping an invasion 
and limiting negative ecological and economic impacts. Species are listed below by category. The invasive 
species below should be reported immediately and directly to staff. Please use the contacts below each 
category to report a possible detection of a watch list species. 
 

INSECTS AND TREE DISEASES (Tree diseases list the scientific name for the pathogen or 

fungus associated with the disease) 

• Asian longhorned beetle (Anoplophora glabripennis) 

• Balsam woolly adelgid (Adelges piceae) 

• Beech leaf disease (Litylenchus crenatae and potential associates) 

• Hemlock woolly adelgid (Adelges tsugae) 

• Mountain pine beetle (Dendroctonus ponderosae Hopkins) 

• Spotted lanternfly (Lycorma delicatula) 

• Thousand cankers disease (Geosmithia morbida) 
 
Report the species above to Robert Miller – MDARD Plant Health Section, MillerR35@michigan.gov, 

517-284-5650. 

MAMMALS 
• Nutria (Myocastor coypus) 

 
Report the species above to Ryan Wheeler – DNR Wildlife Division, WheelerR5@Michigan.gov, 
517-614-1501. 

 

TERRESTRIAL PLANTS 
• Calligraphy sedge (Carex kobomugi) 

• Chaff flower (Achyranthes japonica) 

• Cinnamon vine (Dioscorea polystachya) 

• Kudzu (Pueraria montana var. lobata) 

• Lesser celandine (Ficaria verna) 

• Mile-a-minute weed (Persicaria perfoliata) 

• Purple jewelweed (Impatiens glandulifera) 

• Stiltgrass (Microstegium vimineum) 

Report the species above to Katie Grzesiak – DNR Terrestrial Invasive Species Coordinator, 
GrzesiakK1@Michigan.gov, 231-492-7811.  
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AQUATIC PLANTS 
• Brazilian elodea (Egeria densa) 

• European water-clover (Marsilea quadrifolia) – This species is currently allowable for 
sale and possession. Please contact EGLE if these plants are observed outside of 
cultivation. 

• Hydrilla (Hydrilla verticillata) 

• Parrot feather (Myriophyllum aquaticum) 

• Water chestnut (Trapa natans) 

• Water hyacinth (Eichhornia crassipes) – This species is currently allowable for sale and 
possession. Please contact EGLE if these plants are observed outside of cultivation. 

• Water lettuce (Pistia stratiotes) – This species is currently allowable for sale and 
possession. Please contact EGLE if these plants are observed outside of cultivation. 

• Water-primrose (Ludwigia grandifolia, Ludwigia peploides and Ludwigia hexapetala) 

• Water soldier (Stratiotes aloides)  

• Yellow floating heart (Nymphoides peltata) 

Report the species above to Aquatic Invasive Species Unit– EGLE Water Resources Division, EGLE-
WRD-AIP@Michigan.gov, 517-342-4087. 

 

FISH AND OTHER AQUATIC ANIMALS 
• Invasive carps 

o Silver carp (Hypophthalmicthys molitrix) 

o Bighead carp (Hypophthalmichthys noblis) 

o Grass carp (Ctenopharyngodon idella) 

o Black carp (Mylopharyngodon piceus) 

• Marbled crayfish (Procambarus virginalis) 

• New Zealand mudsnail (Potamopyrgus antipodarum) 

• Northern snakehead (Channa argus) 

• Red swamp crayfish (Procambarus clarkii) 

Report crayfish species to Kathleen Quebedeaux – DNR Fisheries Division, 
QuebedeauxK@Michigan.gov, 734-780-5571. 

Report fish or other invertebrate species to Justin Bopp – DNR Fisheries Division, 
BoppJ@Michigan.gov, 517-420-9110.  

For invasive carp report electronically at Michigan.gov/InvasiveCarp. 

 

FOR MORE INFORMATION, PLEASE VISIT: MICHIGAN.GOV/INVASIVES 
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