
Egg masses resemble old chewing 
gum, with a gray, waxy, putty-like 
coating. Hatched eggs appear as 
brownish, seed-like deposits.

Spotted lanternfly is an invasive insect with the potential to 
seriously impact Michigan’s agriculture and natural resources. 
Spotted lanternfly could damage or kill more than 70 varieties 
of crops and plants including grapes, apples, hops and 
hardwood trees. In July 2022, live spotted lanternfly was 
found in Oakland County, the first reported case in Michigan.

Spotted lanternfly causes damage by sucking sap from host 
plants and secreting large amounts of a sugar-rich sticky 
liquid called honeydew. This honeydew and the resulting 
black, sooty mold can kill plants and foul surfaces. The 
honeydew often attracts other pests, particularly hornets, 
wasps and ants, affecting outdoor recreation and 
complicating crop harvests.

Identifying life stages of
spotted lanternfly 

Spotted Lanternfly Identification

Adults are roughly one inch long. 
Their folded wings are gray to 
brown with black spots. Open 
wings reveal a yellow and black 
abdomen and bright red hind 
wings with black spots 
transitioning to black and white 
bands at the edge.   

Spotted lanternfly nymphs are 
about ¼ inch to ½ inch long. They 
are wingless and beetle-like, first 
appearing black with white spots 
and developing red patches as they 
mature. 

Visit michigan.gov/spottedlanternfly for additional information
Report suspected spotted lanternfly at www.michigan.gov/eyesinthefield
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