
 

 

 

MUTE SWAN 
(CYGNUS OLOR) 

*ESTABLISHED IN MICHIGAN* 

IDENTIFICATION:  
• Adult mute swans have orange bills, 

but juveniles have black bills. 
• Look for a black knob on the top of their 

bill. 
• “S” curve of the neck (trumpeter swans 

have a “C” curve). 
• A quieter bird (trumpeter swans have a 

loud “trumpet” call). 

HABITAT: Found in wide variety of wetland 
areas including all types of marshes, lakes and 
park ponds. 

NATIVE RANGE: Europe 

U.S. DISTRIBUTION: Atlantic, Great Lakes and Pacific Coast regions. 

MICHIGAN DISTRIBUTION: Widespread in the state.  

MEANS OF INTRODUCTION: Mute swans were introduced to North America in the mid-1800s and 
eventually established a feral population that spread to new areas.  

CONCERN: One of the world’s most aggressive waterfowl species, especially while nesting and raising 
their young. Mute swans drive out native waterfowl and other wetland wildlife with their hostile behavior. 
A single mute swan can consume four to eight pounds of plants a day. Continuous feeding by a flock of 
mute swans can destroy an entire wetland ecosystem. Each year the DNR receives reports of mute swan 
attacks on people in boats and on shore. 

REPORT THIS SPECIES: Visit MISIN.MSU.edu or 
download the MISIN smartphone app and report it 
from your phone. 
 
 
 

 
Photos courtesy of Bugwood.org (top) and Trumpeter Swan Society (bottom).  
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