
 

 

 

RED SWAMP CRAYFISH 
(PROCAMBARUS CLARKII) 

PROHIBITED IN MICHIGAN 

IDENTIFICATION:  
• Covered in many, often red bumps on the body and claws.  
• Hourglass shape on the back touches in the middle.  
• Dark triangle on tail. 
• Body can be dark red, brown, black or all white. Pet trade 

includes blue, orange, cow print, white, etc. Juveniles are 
typically brown and mottled. 

• Claws are long, thin and saber shaped. 
• Generally, 2 to 4 inches but can grow to 6 inches. 

HABITAT: Generally permanent freshwater habitats. Red swamp 
crayfish burrow deep into the substrate and create large mounds 
or chimneys with a relatively large hole in the center. 

DIET: Omnivorous and feed on snails, invertebrates, fish, 
amphibians and aquatic plants.  

NATIVE RANGE: Mississippi river drainage and Gulf Coast. 

U.S. DISTRIBUTION BEYOND NATIVE RANGE: Present in most states; more widespread in the southeast. 

MICHIGAN DISTRIBUTION: Confirmed in Kalamazoo, Livingston, Macomb, Oakland, Van Buren and Wayne 
counties. 

LOCAL CONCERN: Burrowing can cause bank erosion. Red swamp crayfish can outcompete native 
crayfish, amphibians, invertebrates and juvenile fish due to their aggressive behavior and high 

reproductive rates. They destroy aquatic plants causing 
eutrophic conditions and cyanobacteria blooms. 

MEANS OF INTRODUCTION: Aquaculture/aquarium trade, 
classroom/laboratory release and live bait dumping. 

THIS SPECIES IS ON MICHIGAN’S INVASIVE SPECIES WATCH 

LIST: Report it at MISIN.MSU.edu or download the MISIN 
smartphone app and report it from your phone. 
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