
 

 

 

LESSER CELANDINE 
(FICARIA VERNA; FORMERLY RANUNCULUS FICARIA) 

*DETECTED IN MICHIGAN* 

IDENTIFICATION:  
• Low growing (3 to 12 inches), spreading perennial 

plant.  
• Small (1 inch) bright yellow flowers with 8 to 12 

petals. 
• Shiny, dark-green leaves are kidney- or heart-

shaped and often borne in a central rosette. 
• May be found singly or in thick carpets.  
• Appears before trees leaf out and disappears by 

the end of May. 

HABITAT: Lesser celandine is most common in floodplain 
forests and other wet disturbed areas, including wet meadows, old fields and roadsides.  

NATIVE RANGE: Lesser celandine is native to central Europe, north Africa, and the Caucasus Mountains. 
View map from ResearchGate. 

U.S. DISTRIBUTION: Northeast U.S., with expansions into the Midwest and Southeast.  

MICHIGAN DISTRIBUTION: Detected in the Grand River watershed in mid-Michigan. May be more 
widespread.  Public reporting and further surveys are needed. 

LOCAL CONCERN: Lesser celandine quickly spreads through moist habitats, displacing other plants. 
When it goes dormant in late spring, it leaves large patches of apparently bare ground, increasing the risk 

of erosion and introduction of other invasive species.  

MEANS OF INTRODUCTION AND SPREAD: An ornamental 
landscape planting, lesser celandine can spread by seeds 
but also is spread when rhizomes and bulbils break off the 
plant and move by floodwaters and human and animal 
activity. 

THIS SPECIES IS ON MICHIGAN’S INVASIVE SPECIES WATCH 
LIST: Report it at MISIN.MSU.edu or download the MISIN 
smartphone app and report it from your phone. 
 

Photos courtesy of Leslie J. Mehrhoff, University of Connecticut, Bugwood.org (top) and DNR (bottom). 
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