
 

 

 

PURPLE JEWELWEED 
(IMPATIENS GLANDULIFERA) 

*DETECTED IN MICHIGAN* 

IDENTIFICATION:  
• Grows between 3 and 6 feet tall. 
• Purple/red stems are smooth and hollow. 
• 5-10 flowers on each stem. 
• 5 petals per flower-purple, pink or white in 

color. 
• Fruit capsules explode when ripe and touched. 

HABITAT: Purple jewelweed is an herbaceous, 
terrestrial, annual plant that thrives in riparian zones. 
Found in wetlands, forests, gardens, yards and 
roadsides. 
 
NATIVE RANGE: Himalayan region of Asia. 
 
U.S. DISTRIBUTION: Has been introduced to northern states on the East Coast and along the West Coast 
including Montana and Idaho. 
 
MICHIGAN DISTRIBUTION: Detected in areas of the Upper Peninsula and southern Michigan. 

 
LOCAL CONCERN: Purple jewelweed competes heavily with 
native species and alters the behavior and composition of 
pollinating insects. Can alter water flow at high densities which 
increases the risk of erosion and flooding. 
 
OTHER COMMON NAMES: Himalayan balsam, ornamental 
jewelweed, touch-me-not, Indian jewelweed, policeman’s 
helmet. 
 
THIS SPECIES IS ON MICHIGAN’S INVASIVE SPECIES WATCH LIST: 
Report it at MISIN.MSU.edu or download the MISIN smartphone 
app and report it from your phone. 
 

 
Photos courtesy of Jan Samanek, Bugwood.org (top) and Francine McDonald, Ontario’s Invading Species 
Program (bottom). 
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