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GOVERNOR 

STATE OF MICHIGAN 

DEPARTMENT OF LICENSING AND REGULATORY AFFAIRS 
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MARLON I. BROWN, DPA 
DIRECTOR 

CONSTRUCTION CODE COMMISSION 
Ottawa Building, Upper Level Conference Room 4 
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MINUTES 
April 9, 2025 

10:00 a.m. 

MEMBERS ATTENDING 
Shanna Draheim, Chairperson 
Todd Drouillard 
Jeffrey Zielke 
Joe Forro 
Laurie Catey 
Jason Finch 
Brad Bartholomew 
Daryl Gallant 
Sean Haskin 

MEMBERS ABSENT 
Mark Lee, Vice Chairperson 
Frank Bayer 
Glenn Davis 
Phillip Copeland 
Timothy Danielak 
Vacant – Building Contracting 
Vacant – General Public 

DEPARTMENT PERSONNEL ATTENDING 
Andrew Brisbo, Bureau Director, Administration, BCC 
Alesha Gensler, Division Director, Licensing, Compliance, & Administration Section, BCC 
Renee Tober, Departmental Specialist, Administration, BCC 
Kate Wagner, Legislative Liaison, Administration, BCC 
Tracie Pack, Manager, Building Trades Section, BCC 
Bryan Hamilton, Building Inspector/Plan Reviewer, Building Section, BCC 
Nikki Sklapsky, Departmental Analyst, Building Trades Section, BCC 
Madison Smith, Department Technician, Building Trades Section, BCC 
Shannon Maurer, Manager, Operations Section, BCC 
Lakisha Thomas, Departmental Technician, Operations Section, BCC 
Megan McCool, Departmental Technician, Operations Section, BCC 
Lindsay Schmidt, Assistant Attorney General, DAG 
Kim Breitmeyer, Assistant Attorney General, DAG 

1. CALL TO ORDER AND DETERMINATION OF QUORUM

Chairperson Draheim called the meeting to order at 10:00 a.m. A quorum was present at that
time.
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2. APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
 

A MOTION was made by Commissioner Finch and SECONDED by Commissioner 
Drouillard to approve the agenda. MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 

 
3. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 
A. January 29, 2025 

 
A MOTION was made by Commissioner Gallant and SECONDED by Commissioner 
Catey to approve January 29, 2025, minutes. MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 

 
4. RECOMMENDATION FOR PERFORMANCE EVALUATION 

 
A. Township of Thetford; Complaint No. COMPL-AE24-000004 

 
The Commission acknowledged receipt and reviewed the request from the Bureau of 
Construction Codes (“Bureau”) to conduct a Performance Evaluation of the enforcing 
agency for the Township of Thetford, in response to a written complaint submitted by 
Theodore Gantos, including all attachments to the complaint. 

 
Theodore Gantos appeared before and presented to the Commission. 

 
Following discussion, a MOTION was made by Chairperson Draheim and SECONDED 
by Commissioner Bartholomew to approve the Bureau’s request to proceed with a 
performance evaluation of the enforcing agency for the Township of Thetford pursuant to 
MCL 125.1509b. MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 

 
5. CONSTRUCTION CODE APPEAL 

 
A. BCC-AP25000001; DK Design Group vs The State of Michigan; Little Eden Camp 

 
The Commission acknowledged receipt of the variance request and reviewed Little Eden 
Camp’s variance request, including all related correspondence between the Bureau and the 
applicant. 

Dean DeKryger, Architect for DK Design Group, and Wayne Faber, Executive Director of 
Little Eden Camp, appeared before the Commission on behalf of Little Eden Camp. Dean 
DeKryger presented on behalf of Little Eden Camp. He argued that the literal application 
of 2015 Michigan Building Code (MBC) Section 903.2.8 requiring the installation of 
automatic sprinkler systems in all buildings with a Group R fire area would result in an 
exceptional, practical difficulty to the camp. He proposed the installation of a two-hour 
fire wall partition as an alternative. 

 
Brian Hamilton, Building Inspector/Plan Reviewer for the Bureau’s Building Unit, 
appeared before and presented to the Commission on behalf of the Bureau. Consistent with 
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the Bureau’s Building Section Chief Sheila Hartfield’s April 9, 2025, Memo to the 
Commission, he indicated that, while fire walls can create separate buildings to calculate 
allowable height and area, consistent with sections 503 and 706 of the MBC, those sections 
do not address fire safety systems and do not eliminate the need for fire suppression 
systems. He further indicated that, even with the proposed fire wall partition, the proposal 
does not meet all the exceptions outlined in section 903.2.8 of the MBC, because the 
proposed building has cooking equipment, and the sleeping area exceeds the limit of four 
occupants. 

 
Assistant Attorney General Lindsay Schmidt provided the Commission with a recitation of 
MCL 125.1515(1), the law relevant to the appeal of the Bureau’s denial of a variance 
request. 

 
Following discussion, a MOTION was made by Chairperson Draheim and SECONDED 
by Commissioner Forro to deny the variance request, consistent with MCL 125.1515(1), 
because the two-hour fire wall partition is not adequate for its intended use and 
substantially deviates from performance required by the code of these particular items or 
parts for the health, safety and welfare of the people of this state. And the specific 
conditions justifying the variance are so general or recurrent in nature as to make an 
amendment of the Building Code necessary to depart from the existing Building Code, 
consistent with MCL 125.1515(1)(b). MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 

 
6. NEW BUSINESS 

 
None 

 
7. UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

 
None 

 
8. BUREAU QUARTERLY REPORT 

 
Division Director Alesha Gensler reported on the following: 

The 2021 Michigan Building Code and 2021 Michigan Rehabilitation Code have gone into 
effect. The 2021 Michigan Energy Commercial Code will go into effect on April 22, 2025. 

Code books are now available online. 

A hearing for the 2021 Michigan Residential Code and 2021 Michigan Residential Energy 
Code was held with the Joint Committee on Administrative Rules (JCAR) on March 12, 2025. 

The Bureau continues to struggle to obtain quorum for meetings by its boards and 
commissions. Alesha asked that the Commissioners please add the scheduled meeting dates to 
their calendar. 
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9. PUBLIC COMMENT 
 

None 
 

10. NEXT MEETING DATE – JULY 16, 2025 
 

The Commission is scheduled to meet next at 10:00 a.m. at 611 West Ottawa, Lansing, MI 
48933 in the Upper Level Conference Room 4 on July 16, 2025. 

 
11. ADJOURNMENT 

 
A MOTION was made by Commissioner Drouillard and SECONDED by Commissioner 
Finch to adjourn the meeting at 10:27 a.m. MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 


	DEPARTMENT PERSONNEL ATTENDING
	1. CALL TO ORDER AND DETERMINATION OF QUORUM
	2. APPROVAL OF AGENDA
	3. APPROVAL OF MINUTES
	4. RECOMMENDATION FOR PERFORMANCE EVALUATION
	5. CONSTRUCTION CODE APPEAL
	6. NEW BUSINESS
	7. UNFINISHED BUSINESS
	8. BUREAU QUARTERLY REPORT
	9. PUBLIC COMMENT
	10. NEXT MEETING DATE – JULY 16, 2025
	11. ADJOURNMENT

