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FINAL DECISION OF THE CONSTRUCTION CODE COMMISSION 
 
On April 9, 2025, the Construction Code Commission (“Commission”) was presented with a 
variance request submitted by Dean DeKryger, Architect for DK Design Group, on behalf of Little 
Eden Camp.  Notification was made on March 20, 2025, to Dean DeKryger and Wayne Faber, 
Executive Director of Little Eden Camp, that this matter would be addressed by the Commission 
at its meeting on April 9, 2025.  The Commission acknowledged receipt of the variance request on 
April 9, 2025, reviewed it along with all correspondence between the Bureau of Construction 
Codes (“Bureau”) and the applicant, and considered the matter at a public meeting on that date.   
 
Brian Hamilton, Building Inspector/Plan Reviewer for the Bureau’s Building Unit, appeared 
before and presented to the Commission on behalf of the Bureau.  Consistent with the Bureau’s 
Building Section Chief Sheila Hartfield’s April 9, 2025, Memo to the Commission, he indicated 
that, while fire walls can create separate buildings to calculate allowable height and area, 
consistent with sections 503 and 706 of the MBC, those sections do not address fire safety 
systems and do not eliminate the need for fire suppression systems.  He further indicated that, 
even with the proposed fire wall partition, the proposal does not meet all the exceptions outlined 
in section 903.2.8 of the MBC, because the proposed building has cooking equipment, and the 
sleeping area exceeds the limit of four occupants.  
 
Dean DeKryger, Architect for DK Design Group, and Wayne Faber, Executive Director of Little 
Eden Camp, appeared before the Commission on behalf of Little Eden Camp.  Dean DeKryger 
presented on behalf of Little Eden Camp.  He argued that literal application of 2015 Michigan 
Building Code (MBC) Section 903.2.8, which requires the installation of automatic sprinkler 
systems in all buildings with a Group R fire area, would result in an exceptional, practical 
difficulty to the camp and proposed installation of a two-hour fire wall partition as an alternative.   
 
The Chair of the Commission requested, and Assistant Attorney General Lindsay Schmidt 
provided the Commission with a recitation of MCL 125.1515(1), the law applicable to requests 
for variances to substantive requirements of the state construction code. 
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Following discussion and consideration of the written materials provided and verbal presentations 
given by both Little Eden Camp and the Bureau, a motion was made, supported, and passed 
unanimously to deny the request consistent with MCL 125.1515(1), because the two-hour fire wall 
partition is not adequate for its intended use and substantially deviates from performance required 
by the code of these particular items or parts for the health, safety and welfare of the people of this 
state.  The Commission also determined that the specific conditions justifying the variance are so 
general or recurrent in nature as to make an amendment of the Building Code necessary to depart 
from the existing Building Code, consistent with MCL 125.1515(1)(b). 
 
THEREFORE, it is the final decision of the Commission to deny Little Eden Camp’s variance 
request.  Judicial review of this decision may be pursued as permitted by law.   
 
cc: BCC Building Unit  
 Wayne Faber, Executive Director of Little Eden Camp 
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FINAL DECISION OF THE CONSTRUCTION CODE COMMISSION 
 
On April 9, 2025, the Construction Code Commission (“Commission”) was presented with a 
request by the Bureau of Construction Codes (“Bureau”) to conduct a Performance Evaluation of 
the enforcing agency for the Township of Thetford (Complaint No. COMPL-AE24-000004) in 
response to a written complaint submitted by Theodore Gantos.  Notification was made on March 
20, 2025, to the applicant, Theodore Gantos, and Rachel Stanke from the Township of Thetford 
that this matter would be addressed by the Commission at the meeting on April 9, 2025.  The 
Commission acknowledged receipt of the request on April 9, 2025, reviewed the request and all 
materials provided, and considered the matter at a public meeting on that date.   
 
Theodore Gantos appeared before and presented to the Commission. 
 
Following discussion, a motion was made, supported, and passed unanimously to approve the 
Bureau‘s request to proceed with a performance evaluation of the enforcing agency for the 
Township of Thetford pursuant to MCL 125.1509b. 
 
THEREFORE, it is the final decision of the Commission to approve the Bureau’s request to 
proceed with a performance evaluation of the enforcing agency for the Township of Thetford.  
Judicial review of this decision may be pursued as permitted by law.   
 
cc: Theodore Gantos, Complainant 
 Rachel Stanke, Thetford Township 


