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1. CALL TO ORDER AND DETERMINATION OF QUORUM 

Chairperson Draheim called the meeting to order at 10:08 a.m. A quorum was present at that 
time. 

2. APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

A MOTION was made by Commissioner Finch and SECONDED by Commissioner 
Drouillard to approve the agenda. MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 

3. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

A. July 16, 2025 

A MOTION was made by Commissioner Catey and SECONDED by Commissioner 
Bartholomew to approve the July 16, 2025, meeting minutes. MOTION CARRIED 
UNANIMOUSLY. 

4. NOMINATION AND ELECTION OF OFFICER 

A MOTION was made by Commissioner Draheim and SECONDED by Commissioner 
Catey to nominate and elect Ramsey Saymuah as Construction Code Commission Vice 
Chairperson. MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 

5A. APPLICATIONS TO APPEAL NOTICES OF INTENT TO DENY LICENSE 
APPLICATIONS 

1. Justin Tomei– Building Inspector and Plan Reviewer Application 

The Commission acknowledged receipt of and reviewed Mr. Tomei’s application to appeal 
to the Bureau of Construction Codes’ notice of intent to deny his application to register as 
a mechanical inspector and plan reviewer under the Skilled Trades Regulation Act and 
associated rules. It also reviewed the Bureau of Construction Codes’ January 2, 2026, 
memorandum to deny application for registration. 

No one on behalf of Justin Tomei appeared before the Commission. 

Kelly Bean, Licensing Section Manager, appeared before the Commission and presented 
on behalf of the Bureau of Construction Codes (Bureau or BCC). 

Following discussion, a MOTION was made by Chairperson Draheim and SECONDED 
by Commissioner Finch to DENY the appeal of Justin Tomei, because his experience did 
not occur for at least one year immediately preceding application and for the reasons 
stated in the Bureau’s January 2, 2026, memorandum to deny application for registration. 
(Aye: Commissioners Draheim, Catey, Drouillard, Zielke, Bartholomew, Saymuah, 
Finch, West; Nay: White, Copeland). MOTION CARRIED. 
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2. Sonnie Smith – Mechanical Inspector and Plan Reviewer and Fire Protection Inspector/Fire 
Protection System Plan Reviewer Application 

The Commission acknowledged receipt of and reviewed Mr. Smith’s application to appeal 
to the Bureau’s notice of intent to deny his application to register as a mechanical inspector 
and plan reviewer and a fire protection inspector and plan reviewer under the Skilled Trades 
Regulation Act and associated rules. It also reviewed the Bureau’s January 2, 2026, 
memorandum to deny application for registration. 

Sonnie Smith appeared before and presented to the Commission. 

Kelly Bean, Licensing Section Manager, appeared before the Commission and presented 
on behalf of the Bureau. 

Following discussion, a MOTION was made by Commissioner Bartholomew and 
SECONDED by Commissioner Catey to DENY the appeal of Sonnie Smith because he 
has not met the legal requirements for a mechanical inspector and plan reviewer or a fire 
protection inspector and plan reviewer registration for the reasons outlined, in the Bureau’s 
January 2, 2026 memorandum to deny applications for registration. MOTION CARRIED 
UNANIMOUSLY. 

5B.PETITIONS FOR APPROVAL/CERTIFICATES OF ACCEPTABILITY 

1. Advance Concrete Products, LLC – Precast Concrete Grease Interceptor 

The Commission acknowledged receipt of and reviewed Advance Concrete Products, 
LLC’s Petition for Certificate of Acceptability for a precast concrete grease interceptor 
under MCL 125.1521. 

Brandon Newton appeared before the Commission and presented on behalf of Advance 
Concrete Products. 

Following discussion, a MOTION was made by Chairperson Draheim and SECONDED 
by Commissioner Copeland to GRANT the Petition for Certificate of Acceptability 
submitted by Advance Concrete Products, LLC because the precast concrete grease 
interceptor is adequate for its intended use and is consistent with reasonable requirements 
for the health, safety, and welfare of the people of this state, as concluded by as concluded 
by the State Plumbing Board in its recommended approval. MOTION CARRIED 
UNANIMOUSLY. 

2. Soprema USA - Restisto Redzone Pro 

The Commission acknowledged receipt of and reviewed Soprema USA’s Petition for 
Certificate of Acceptability for Restisto Redzone Pro under MCL 125.1521. 

Kris Whims appeared before the Commission and presented on behalf of Soprema USA. 
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Following discussion, a MOTION was made by Chairperson Draheim and SECONDED 
by Commissioner Drouillard to GRANT the Petition for Certificate of Acceptability 
submitted by Soprema USA because the Restisto Redzone Pro is adequate for its intended 
use and is consistent with reasonable requirements for the health, safety, and welfare of the 
people of this state. MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 

3. Aspern Supply, LLC- ThermaSkirt H2O 

The Commission acknowledged receipt of and reviewed Aspern Supply, LLC’s Petition 
for Certificate of Acceptability for ThermaSkirt H2O under MCL 125.1521. 

No one, on behalf of Aspern Supply, LLC appeared before the Commission. 

Prior to the discussion, a MOTION was made by Chairperson Draheim and SECONDED 
by Commissioner Finch to grant the Petition for Certificate of Acceptability submitted by 
Aspern Supply, LLC. Following discussion, this motion was withdrawn by Chairperson 
Draheim. 

Following additional discussion, a MOTION was made by Chairperson Draheim and 
SECONDED by Commissioner Bartholomew to the REJECT the Petition for Certificate 
of Acceptability submitted by Aspern Supply, LLC, because the ThermaSkirt H2O is not 
adequate for its intended use or consistent with reasonable requirements for the health, 
safety, and welfare of the people of this state, because it lacks testing information requested 
by the Board of Mechanical Rules as a condition of its recommended approval. MOTION 
CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 

4. Safe Basements, Inc. – SafeBasements Waterproofing, Interior Drain Tile System 

The Commission acknowledged receipt of and reviewed Safe Basements, Inc.’s Petition 
for Certificate of Acceptability for SafeBasements Waterproofing, Interior Drain Tile 
System under MCL 125.1521. 

No one on behalf of Safe Basements, Inc. appeared before the Commission. 

Following discussion, a MOTION was made by Chairperson Draheim and SECONDED 
by Commissioner Bartholomew to GRANT the Petition for Certificate of Acceptability 
submitted by Safe Basements, Inc. because the SafeBasements Waterproofing, Interior 
Drain Tile System is adequate for its intended use and is consistent with reasonable 
requirements for the health, safety, and welfare of the people of this state as concluded by 
the State Plumbing Board in its recommended approval. MOTION CARRIED 
UNANIMOUSLY. 
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5C.APPLICATIONS TO ADMINISTER AND ENFORCE 

1. AE25000002; Township of Rutland –Mechanical & Plumbing 

The Commission acknowledged receipt of and reviewed the Township of Rutland’s 
Application to Administer and Enforce the electrical, mechanical, and plumbing codes 
under MCL 125.1508b and the Bureau’s January 21, 2026, memo. 

Building Inspector Nick Keck appeared before and presented to the Commission on behalf 
of the Township of Rutland. 

Building Trades Section Manager Tracie Pack and Survey, Operations, Licensing and 
Enforcement Division Director Alesha Gensler appeared before and presented on behalf of 
the Bureau. 

Assistant Attorney General Lindsay Schmidt provided the Commission with the law 
relevant to the Application to Administer and Enforce. 

Following discussion, a MOTION was made by Chairperson Draheim and SECONDED 
by Commissioner Finch to CONDITIONALLY APPROVE Rutland Township’s 
September 12, 2025, Application to Administer and Enforce the Mechanical and Plumbing 
Codes received following the Bureau’s receipt and approval of all four documents listed as 
missing in the Bureau’s January 21, 2026, memo by May 7, 2026. Once received and 
approved by the Bureau, the authority transfer date will be June 8, 2026. MOTION 
CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 

2. AE25000012; Township of Decatur –Building, Electrical, Mechanical & Plumbing 

The Commission acknowledged receipt of and reviewed the Township of Decatur’s 
Application to Administer and Enforce the electrical, mechanical, and plumbing codes 
under MCL 125.1508b and the Bureau’s January 21, 2026, memo. 

Zoning Administrator and Building Official Kevin Kusmack appeared before and 
presented to the Commission on behalf of the Township of Decatur. 

Building Trades Section Manager Tracie Pack appeared before and presented on behalf of 
the Bureau. 

Following discussion, a MOTION was made by Chairperson Draheim and SECONDED 
by Commissioner Finch to CONDITIONALLY APPROVE the Township of Decatur’s 
September 12, 2025, Application to Administer and Enforce the Building, Electrical, 
Mechanical and Plumbing Codes following the Bureau’s receipt and approval of all 
documents listed as missing in the Bureau’s January 21, 2026, memo by May 7, 2026. 
Once received and approved by the Bureau, the authority transfer date will be June 8, 2026. 
MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 
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3. AE25000012; Township of Sims – Building, Electrical, Mechanical & Plumbing 

The Commission acknowledged receipt of and reviewed the Township of Sims’ 
Application to Administer and Enforce the electrical, mechanical, and plumbing codes 
under MCL 125.1508b and the Bureau’s April 8, 2026, memo. 

No one on behalf of the Township of Sims appeared before Commission. 

Building Trades Section Manager Tracie Pack appeared before and presented on behalf of 
the Bureau. 

Following discussion, a MOTION was made by Commissioner Drouillard and 
SECONDED by Commissioner Catey to DENY the Township of Sims’ May 14, 2025, 
Application to Administer and Enforce the Electrical, Mechanical, and Plumbing Codes 
because the application does not meet the requirements of MCL 125.1508b(6) and as set 
forth in the Bureau’s April 8, 2026 memo. MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 

A MOTION was made by Chairperson Draheim and SECONDED by Commissioner 
Finch to take a ten-minute recess at 12:04 P.M. MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 

A MOTION was made by Chairperson Draheim to resume at 12:16pm. 
MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 

D. RECOMMENDATION FOR PERFORMANCE EVALUATION 

1. Village of Cassopolis. –COMPL-AE25000014 

Chairperson Draheim recused herself from participating in the deliberations or vote 
concerning this agenda item based on her personal relationship with one of the individuals 
involved and left the meeting room. Vice Chairperson Saymuah chaired the meeting during 
her absence. 

The Commission acknowledged receipt of and reviewed a request from the Bureau to 
conduct a performance evaluation of the enforcing agency for the Village of Cassopolis in 
response to a written complaint submitted by Melissa McKay under MCL 125.1509b.  

Melissa McKay appeared before and presented to the Commission in support of her written 
complaint. 

Development Manager Emilie LeGrow, appeared before and presented to the Commission 
on behalf of the Village of Cassopolis. 

Following discussion, a MOTION was made by Vice Chairperson Saymuah and 
SECONDED by Commissioner Bartholomew to APPROVE the Bureau’s request to 
proceed with a performance evaluation of the enforcing agency for the Village of 
Cassopolis pursuant to MCL 125.1509b. MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 

Nathan Simon
Draft Stamp



 
 

  
 

  
 

  
 

    
   

    
    

 
 

   
    

 
  

 
 

      
    

   
 

   
  

   
    

  
  

   
 

  
 

  
 

    
 

    
 

  
 

 
  

   
   

 
   

   
    

 

Construction Code Commission Minutes 
April 08, 2026 
Page 7 of 15 

E. APPLICATION FOR VARIANCE 

1. BCC-AP26000001; Lake of the Woods Camp LLC 

The Commission acknowledged receipt of and reviewed the Lake of the Woods Camp 
LLC’s Application for a Construction Code Variance. Lake of the Woods Camp is 
requesting a variance from section 903.2.8 of the 2021 Michigan Building Code (MBC) 
under MCL 125.1515. The Commission also reviewed the Bureau’s February 13, 2026, 
memorandum. 

Co-Directors Dana Kite and Dayna Hardin appeared before and presented to the 
Commission on behalf of Lake of Woods Camp LLC. 

Code Inspection Supervisor Chad Wakely appeared before and presented to the 
Commission on behalf of the Bureau. 

Following discussion, a MOTION was made by Chairperson Draheim and SECONDED 
by Commissioner Drouillard to APPROVE the BCC-AP26000001, Lake of the Woods 
Camp LLC variance request with the adoption of the four measures identified in the 
Bureau's memo to be maintained because the literal application of the 2021 MBC section 
903.2.8 would result in exceptional practical difficulty to the applicant. Due to the seasonal 
use of the facility and lack of heating and cooling equipment, the measures identified are 
adequate for their intended use and do not substantially deviate from performance required 
by the code of these particular items or parts for the health, safety, and welfare of the people 
of this state, and the specific conditions justifying the variance are neither so general nor 
recurrent in nature as to make an amendment of the building code with respect to the 
conditions reasonably practical or desirable. MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 

F. CONSTRUCTION CODE APPEALS 

1. BCC-AP25000008; VTP River Woods LLC (721 Clark) 

The Commission acknowledged receipt of and reviewed a construction code appeal 
application submitted by attorney Debani Gordon Lehman on behalf of VTP River Woods 
LLC (721 Clark) under MCL 125.1516. The applicant appealed a decision of the 
Washtenaw County Construction Code Board of Appeals that upheld the City of 
Ypsilanti’s decision to cite the applicant with violations of the International Property 
Maintenance Code (IPMC). 

Attorney Gordan Lehman appeared before and presented to the Commission on behalf of 
the applicant. Attorney Andy Sugerman appeared before and presented to the Commission 
on behalf of the City of Ypsilanti. 

Following discussion, a MOTION was made by Chairperson Draheim and SECONDED 
by Commissioner Bartholomew to DENY the application for construction code appeal 
submitted by VTP River Woods, LLC (721 Clark) because the Commission does not have 
jurisdiction over this matter, because the violation being appealed was issued under the 
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IPMC, which is not incorporated by reference into the Stille-Derossett-Hale Single State 
Construction Code Act. MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 

2. BCC-AP25000009; VTP A1 LP (772 Green) 

The Commission acknowledged receipt of and reviewed a construction code appeal 
application submitted by attorney Debani Gordon Lehman on behalf of VTP River Woods 
LLC (772 Green) under MCL 125.1516. The applicant appealed a decision of the 
Washtenaw County Construction Code Board of Appeals that upheld the City of 
Ypsilanti’s decision to cite the applicant with violations of the IPMC. 

Attorney Gordan Lehman appeared before and presented to the Commission on behalf of 
the applicant. Attorney Andy Sugerman appeared before and presented to the Commission 
on behalf of the City of Ypsilanti. 

Following discussion, a MOTION was made by Chairperson Draheim and SECONDED 
by Commissioner Finch to DENY the application for construction code appeal submitted 
by VTP A1 LP (772 Green) because the Commission does not have jurisdiction over this 
matter, because the violation being appealed was issued under the IPMC, which is not 
incorporated by reference into the Stille-Derossett-Hale Single State Construction Code 
Act. MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 

3. BCC-AP25000010; VTP River Woods LLC (725 Green) 

The Commission acknowledged receipt of and reviewed a construction code appeal 
application submitted by attorney Debani Gordon Lehman on behalf of VTP River Woods 
LLC (725 Green) under MCL 125.1516. The applicant appealed a decision of the 
Washtenaw County Construction Code Board of Appeals that upheld the City of 
Ypsilanti’s decision to cite the applicant with violations of the IPMC. 

Attorney Gordan Lehman appeared before and presented to the Commission on behalf of 
the applicant. Attorney Andy Sugerman appeared before and presented to the Commission 
on behalf of the City of Ypsilanti. 

Following discussion, a MOTION was made by Chairperson Draheim and SECONDED 
by Commissioner Zielke to DENY the application for construction code appeal submitted 
by VTP River Woods LLC (725 Green) because the Commission does not have jurisdiction 
over this matter, because the violation being appealed was issued under the IPMC, which 
is not incorporated by reference into the Stille-Derossett-Hale Single State Construction 
Code Act. MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 

4. BCC-AP25000012; VTP A1 LP (Arbor North) (720 Green) 

The Commission acknowledged receipt of and reviewed a construction code appeal 
application submitted by attorney Debani Gordon Lehman on behalf of VTP A1 LP (Arbor 
North) (720 Green) under MCL 125.1516. The applicant appealed a decision of the 
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Washtenaw County Construction Code Board of Appeals that upheld the City of 
Ypsilanti’s decision to cite the applicant with violations of the IPMC. 

Attorney Gordan Lehman appeared before and presented to the Commission on behalf of 
the applicant. Attorney Andy Sugerman appeared before and presented to the Commission 
on behalf of the City of Ypsilanti. 

Following discussion, a MOTION was made by Chairperson Draheim and SECONDED 
by Commissioner Saymuah to DENY the application for construction code appeal 
submitted by VTP A1 LP (Arbor North) (720 Green) because the Commission does not 
have jurisdiction over this matter, because the violation being appealed was issued under 
the IPMC, which is not incorporated by reference into the Stille-Derossett-Hale Single 
State Construction Code Act. MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 

5. BCC-AP25000013; VTP River Woods LLC (Arbor South) (1423 LeForge) 

The Commission acknowledged receipt of and reviewed a construction code appeal 
application submitted by attorney Debani Gordon Lehman on behalf of VTP River Woods 
LLC (Arbor South) (1423 LeForge) under MCL 125.1516. The applicant appealed a 
decision of the Washtenaw County Construction Code Board of Appeals that upheld the 
City of Ypsilanti’s decision to cite the applicant with violations of the IPMC. 

Attorney Gordan Lehman appeared before and presented to the Commission on behalf of 
the applicant. Attorney Andy Sugerman appeared before and presented to the Commission 
on behalf of the City of Ypsilanti. 

Following discussion, a MOTION was made by Chairperson Draheim and SECONDED 
by Commissioner Drouillard to DENY the application for construction code appeal 
submitted by VTP River Woods LLC (Arbor South) (1423 LeForge) because the 
Commission does not have jurisdiction over this matter, because the violation being 
appealed was issued under the IPMC, which is not incorporated by reference into the Stille-
Derossett-Hale Single State Construction Code Act. MOTION CARRIED 
UNANIMOUSLY 

6. BCC-AP25000014; VTP River Woods LLC (Arbor South) (791 Green) 

The Commission acknowledged receipt of and reviewed a construction code appeal 
application submitted by attorney Debani Gordon Lehman on behalf of VTP River Woods 
LLC (Arbor South) (791 Green) under MCL 125.1516.  The applicant appealed a decision 
of the Washtenaw County Construction Code Board of Appeals that upheld the City of 
Ypsilanti’s decision to cite the applicant with violations of the IPMC. 

Attorney Gordan Lehman appeared before and presented to the Commission on behalf of 
the applicant. Attorney Andy Sugerman appeared before and presented to the Commission 
on behalf of the City of Ypsilanti. 

Nathan Simon
Draft Stamp



 
 

  
 

     
   

  
 

   
 

 
  

 
    

   
  

 
  

 
 

   
   

 
     

     
 

  
  

 
 

  
 

    
    

  
 

  
 

 
   

   
 

     
     

   
 

   
 

 
 
 

Construction Code Commission Minutes 
April 08, 2026 
Page 10 of 15 

Following discussion, a MOTION was made by Chairperson Draheim and SECONDED 
by Commissioner West to DENY the application for construction code appeal submitted 
by VTP River Woods LLC (Arbor South) (791 Green) because the Commission does not 
have jurisdiction over this matter, because the violation being appealed was issued under 
the IPMC, which is not incorporated by reference into the Stille-Derossett-Hale Single 
State Construction Code Act. MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 

7. BCC-AP25000015; VTP River Woods LLC (801 Green) 

The Commission acknowledged receipt of and reviewed a construction code appeal 
application submitted by attorney Debani Gordon Lehman on behalf of VTP River Woods 
LLC (801 Green) under MCL 125.1516. The applicant appealed a decision of the 
Washtenaw County Construction Code Board of Appeals that upheld the City of 
Ypsilanti’s decision to cite the applicant with violations of the IPMC. 

Attorney Gordan Lehman appeared before and presented to the Commission on behalf of 
the applicant. Attorney Andy Sugerman appeared before and presented to the Commission 
on behalf of the City of Ypsilanti. 

Following discussion, a MOTION was made by Chairperson Draheim and SECONDED 
by Commissioner Catey to DENY the application for construction code appeal submitted 
by VTP River Woods LLC (801 Green) because the Commission does not have jurisdiction 
over this matter, because the violation being appealed was issued under the IPMC, which 
is not incorporated by reference into the Stille-Derossett-Hale Single State Construction 
Code Act. MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 

8. BCC-AP25000016; VTP A1 LP (Arbor North) (1433 LeForge) 

The Commission acknowledged receipt of and reviewed a construction code appeal 
application submitted by attorney Debani Gordon Lehman on behalf of VTP A1 LP (Arbor 
North) (1433 LeForge) under MCL 125.1516.  The applicant appealed a decision of the 
Washtenaw County Construction Code Board of Appeals that upheld the City of 
Ypsilanti’s decision to cite the applicant with violations of the IPMC. 

Attorney Gordan Lehman appeared before and presented to the Commission on behalf of 
the applicant. Attorney Andy Sugerman appeared before and presented to the Commission 
on behalf of the City of Ypsilanti. 

Following discussion, a MOTION was made by Chairperson Draheim and SECONDED 
by Commissioner Finch to DENY the application for construction code appeal submitted 
by VTP A1 LP (Arbor North) (1433 LeForge) because the Commission does not have 
jurisdiction over this matter, because the violation being appealed was issued under the 
IPMC, which is not incorporated by reference into the Stille-Derossett-Hale Single State 
Construction Code Act. MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
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9. BCC-AP25000017; VTP River Woods LLC (Arbor South) (721 Green) 

The Commission acknowledged receipt of and reviewed a construction code appeal 
application submitted by attorney Debani Gordon Lehman on behalf of VTP River Woods 
LLC (Arbor South) (721 Green) under MCL 125.1516.  The applicant appealed a decision 
of the Washtenaw County Construction Code Board of Appeals that upheld the City of 
Ypsilanti’s decision to cite the applicant with violations of the IPMC. 

Attorney Gordan Lehman appeared before and presented to the Commission on behalf of 
the applicant. Attorney Andy Sugerman appeared before and presented to the Commission 
on behalf of the City of Ypsilanti. 

Following discussion, a MOTION was made by Chairperson Draheim and SECONDED 
by Commissioner Zielke to DENY the application for construction code appeal submitted 
by VTP River Woods LLC (Arbor South) (721 Green) because the Commission does not 
have jurisdiction over this matter, because the violation being appealed was issued under 
the IPMC, which is not incorporated by reference into the Stille-Derossett-Hale Single 
State Construction Code Act. MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 

10. BCC-AP25000018; VTP River Woods LLC (Arbor West) (835.837 Green) 

The Commission acknowledged receipt of and reviewed a construction code appeal 
application submitted by attorney Debani Gordon Lehman on behalf of VTP River Woods 
LLC (Arbor West) (835.837 Green) under MCL 125.1516. The applicant appealed a 
decision of the Washtenaw County Construction Code Board of Appeals that upheld the 
City of Ypsilanti’s decision to cite the applicant with violations of the IPMC. 

Attorney Gordan Lehman appeared before and presented to the Commission on behalf of 
the applicant. Attorney Andy Sugerman appeared before and presented to the Commission 
on behalf of the City of Ypsilanti. 

Following discussion, a MOTION was made by Chairperson Draheim and SECONDED 
by Commissioner Copeland to DENY the application for construction code appeal 
submitted by VTP River Woods LLC (Arbor West) (835.837 Green) because the 
Commission does not have jurisdiction over this matter, because the violation being 
appealed was issued under the IPMC, which is not incorporated by reference into the Stille-
Derossett-Hale Single State Construction Code Act. MOTION CARRIED 
UNANIMOUSLY 

11. BCC-AP25000019; VTP A1 LP (Arbor North) (1431 LeForge) 

The Commission acknowledged receipt of and reviewed a construction code appeal 
application submitted by attorney Debani Gordon Lehman on behalf of VTP A1 LP (Arbor 
North) (1431 LeForge) under MCL 125.1516.  The applicant appealed a decision of the 
Washtenaw County Construction Code Board of Appeals that upheld the City of 
Ypsilanti’s decision to cite the applicant with violations of the IPMC. 
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Attorney Gordan Lehman appeared before and presented to the Commission on behalf of 
the applicant. Attorney Andy Sugerman appeared before and presented to the Commission 
on behalf of the City of Ypsilanti. 

Following discussion, a MOTION was made by Chairperson Draheim and SECONDED 
by Commissioner West to DENY the application for construction code appeal submitted 
by VTP A1 LP (Arbor North) (1431 LeForge) because the Commission does not have 
jurisdiction over this matter, because the violation being appealed was issued under the 
IPMC, which is not incorporated by reference into the Stille-Derossett-Hale Single State 
Construction Code Act. MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 

12. BCC-AP25000020; VTP River Woods LLC (Arbor West) (853.855 Green) 

The Commission acknowledged receipt of and reviewed a construction code appeal 
application submitted by attorney Debani Gordon Lehman on behalf of VTP River Woods 
LLC (Arbor West) (853.855 Green) under MCL 125.1516. The applicant appealed a 
decision of the Washtenaw County Construction Code Board of Appeals that upheld the 
City of Ypsilanti’s decision to cite the applicant with violations of the IPMC. 

Attorney Gordan Lehman appeared before and presented to the Commission on behalf of 
the applicant. Attorney Andy Sugerman appeared before and presented to the Commission 
on behalf of the City of Ypsilanti. 

Following discussion, a MOTION was made by Chairperson Draheim and SECONDED 
by Commissioner Catey to DENY the application for construction code appeal submitted 
by VTP River Woods LLC (Arbor West) (853.855 Green) because the Commission does 
not have jurisdiction over this matter, because the violation being appealed was issued 
under the IMPC, which is not incorporated by reference into the Stille-Derossett-Hale 
Single State Construction Code Act . MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 

CLOSED SESSION 

At 1:24 P.M. a MOTION was made by Chairperson Draheim and SECONDED by 
Commissioner Saymuah to meet in closed session under section 8(h) of the Open Meetings 
Act to consider material exempt from discussion or disclosure by state or federal statute 
under section 13(1)(g) of the Freedom of Information Act, specifically one memorandum, 
dated April 8, 2026, which is subject to attorney client privilege.  MOTION CARRIED 
by 2/3 vote of members appointed and serving. 

At 2:07 P.M a MOTION was made by Chairperson Draheim and SECONDED by 
Commissioner Finch to return to open session. MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 

Nathan Simon
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G. CONSTRUCTION CODE APPEAL 

1. BCC-AP25000026; Home Builders Association of Michigan (HBAM) 

The Commission acknowledged receipt of and reviewed a construction code appeal 
application submitted by Chief Executive Officer Bob Filka on behalf of HBAM under 
MCL 125.1516.  HBAM appealed Grand Haven Charter Township’s rejection and return 
of its appeal of the Township’s written communications to HBAM regarding the 
applicability of sections of the Michigan Residential Code to the construction of unattached 
exterior stairs based on the failure to satisfy the requirements of MCL 125.1514(1). 

Bob Filka and Assistant Executive Officer Lee Schwartz appeared before and presented to 
the Commission on behalf of HBAM. 

Following discussion, a MOTION was made by Chairperson Draheim and SECONDED 
by Commissioner Saymuah to affirm Grand Haven Township's decision to reject HBAM's 
appeal application and deny HBAM's appeal of Grand Haven Township’s July 1, 2025, 
and November 13, 2025, communications to it based on a lack of jurisdiction, because its 
appeal does not identify a specific decision of an enforcing agency adversely affecting an 
identified “interested person,” and HBAM has not identified a member of its organization 
who is an “interested person.” MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 

6. TRAINING 

Assistant Attorney General Lindsay Schmidt provided training to the Commissioners. 

7. UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

None. 

8. BUREAU QUARTERLY REPORT 
Alesha Gensler reported on the following: 

The Bureau recognizes there are issues with the employment of inspectors. It is trying to 
address some of those issues with proposed revisions to the Skilled Trades Rules 
designed to remove the “immediately preceding” language for experience requirements 
for both Building Inspector/Plan Reviewer and Mechanical Inspector/Plan Reviewer 
registrations.  The Bureau is also proposing to reduce the required classifications for 
Mechanical Inspector/Plan Reviewer registrations. However, until these proposed 
revisions become effective, the Bureau must review applications based on current 
language rules. 

A request for rulemaking (RFR) has been approved of the Elevator Rules. Draft rules are 
being finalized by the Bureau. We anticipate being able to receive code proposals in early 
2026. 
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An RFR has been approved for the Skilled Trades Act Rules. The Bureau received code 
proposals and met with the Board and Commission chairs to review the proposals. A 
public advisory meeting is scheduled for April 15 at 1 PM. 

An RFR has been approved for the Boiler Code Rules. The Bureau did not receive any 
code proposals but did meet with the Board and Commission chairs to review the rules. A 
public advisory meeting is scheduled for April 15 at 1 PM. 

An RFR has been approved for the Rehab, Commercial Energy, and Building Rules. The 
Bureau received code proposals and met with the Board and Commission chairs to 
review the proposals. A public advisory meeting is scheduled for May 21 at 10 AM. 

Bureau staff are in the process of completing the Regulatory Impact Statement (RIS) for 
the Plumbing and Mechanical rules. The RIS details the impact of the rules would on the 
Department and Michigan residents. A public hearing is anticipated in early 2026. 

The 2021 Residential and Residential Energy Codes remain subject to pending litigation. 

Kevin Kalakay, former Mechanical Section Chief, retired effective at the end of 2025. 
We will be looking to fill that position in the future.  

Bureau Reorganization: Creation of a new Mobile Home Section within the Bureau. 
Becky Jones has agreed to take the reins of this new section which is housed in the 
Specialty Trades Division since 1/5/2026. 

Katie Wagner was promoted to Specialty Trades Manager, backfilling Becky’s previous 
position. 

Nathan Simon has joined our team and is the new Board and Commission Technician. 

9. PUBLIC COMMENT 

Robin Burpee of Park Township (St. Joe County) spoke regarding agenda item 5D1 and 
questioned continuing education and standards of conduct requirements for building 
inspectors, given her experiences with them where she lives. Ms. Burpee also spoke on 
behalf of a member of the public named Gretta who had to leave before offering a public 
comment. She stated Gretta’s septic system failed, and Gretta had difficulty obtaining 
information from the Village of Cassopolis regarding its prior inspections of the septic 
system. 

Andre Belous of Kalamazoo advocated for public officials to be held accountable and be 
required to take an oath of office and be bonded. Mr. Belous spoke about how problematic 
it is for townships to subcontract out code enforcement work allowing subcontracted 
employees to issue citations.  He alleges that subcontractors receive financial incentives to 
issue more citations. 
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Mike Collado complained that an inspector he worked with conducted business over text. 
Mr. Collado also alleges that some plumbing and electrical inspectors apply their personal 
interpretation of code. 

Bob Filka with HBAM spoke regarding litigation challenging the promulgation of a new 
residential code involving HBAM and the Department of Licensing and Regulatory 
Affairs, mentioning that there is a pretrial conference scheduled for October. He thinks that 
a new code will not be adopted until 2027. Regarding agenda item 5G1, he argued that 
state law requires the Commission to hear an appeal within a short time frame and failure 
to do so can result in legal action to force compliance. He supports amending the law to 
allow remote meeting attendance to enable the Commission to hear appeals more quickly.  
Mr. Filka further advocated for the Commission to make the process for code appeal 
meaningful by deciding agenda items like 5G1 differently. He finds the performance 
review process inadequate to address an enforcing agency’s alleged misinterpretations of 
the code.  

Melissa McKay expressed appreciation towards the Commissioners for doing their jobs 
with respect to agenda item 5D1 after waiting three years for a resolution to her complaint. 

10. NEXT MEETING DATE – JULY 15, 2026 

The Commission is scheduled to meet next at 10:00 a.m. at 611 West Ottawa, Lansing, MI 
48933 in the Upper-Level Conference Room 4 on July 15, 2026. 

11. ADJOURNMENT 

A MOTION was made by Commissioner Finch and SECONDED by Commissioner Zielke 
to adjourn the meeting at 3:06 p.m. MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 

Nathan Simon
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