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MEMBERS ATTENDING REMOTELY 
Thomas Wheat, Chairperson 
Charles Gano, Vice Chairperson 
Dana Carnevale 
Alesha Gensler– Nonvoting Ex Officio Member 
Timothy Lodge 
Benjamin Bartz 
Timothy Meyer 
 
 

MEMBERS ABSENT 
 Robert Meyers 
Vacant - Michigan Tourist Council Officer 
Vacant – Upper Peninsula Ski Area Manager 
 

DEPARTMENT PERSONNEL ATTENDING 
Kate Wagner, Legislative Liaison, Administration, BCC 
Greg Ohlemacher, Ski/Amusement  Supervisor, , BCC 
Shannon Maurer, Manager, Operations Section, BCC 
Megan McCool, Departmental Technician, Operations Section, BCC 
Lakisha Thomas, Departmental Technician, Operations Section, BCC 
 
1. CALL TO ORDER AND DETERMINATION OF QUORUM 
 

Chairperson Wheat called the meeting to order at 1:02 p.m.  A quorum was present at that time. 
 
2. APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
 

A MOTION was made by Vice Chairperson Gano and SECONDED by Board Member 
Carnevale to amend the agenda to include a discussion of Ski Rules under New Business and 
then approve the amended agenda . MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 

 
 

3. APPROVAL OF MINUTES – SEPTEMBER 26, 2024 
 

A MOTION was made by Vice Chairperson Gano and SECONDED by Board Member 
Meyer to approve the minutes of the September 26, 2024, meeting.  MOTION CARRIED 
UNANIMOUSLY. 
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4. NOMINATION AND ELECTION OF OFFICERS 
  

A. Chairperson 
 

A MOTION was made by Vice Chairperson Gano and SECONDED by Board Member 
Carnevale to nominate Board Member Wheat as Chairperson. (Aye: Board Members 
Carnevale, Gano, Lodge, Meyer, Bartz; Nay: None) MOTION CARRIED 
UNANIMOUSLY. 

 
B. Vice Chairperson  

 
A MOTION was made by Chairperson Wheat and SECONDED by Board Member Carnevale 
to nominate Board Member Gano as Vice Chairperson. (Aye: Board Members Carnevale, 
Lodge, Meyer, Bartz and Wheat; Nay: None) MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 

 
5. VARIANCE REQUESTS 
 

A. Big Powder Horn Mountain  
 
Bruce Noren’s variance request for modification for Big Powderhorn Mountain Resort was 
presented to the Board for relief from the requirements of ANSI B77.1-2011 Code, Section 
4.3.3.3. 

 
Bruce Noren was not present and did not provide testimony for the review. 

 
Following discussion, a MOTION was made by Board Member Lodge and SECONDED 
by Board Member Meyer to deny the variance request for Big Powderhorn Mountain 
Resort for relief from ANSI B77.1-2011 Code, Section 4.3.3.3 (Aye: Board Members 
Carnevale, Gano, Lodge, Meyer, Bartz, and Wheat; Nay: None) MOTION CARRIED 
UNANIMOUSLY. 

 
6. UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

 
None 

 
7. NEW BUSINESS 
 

A. 2024-2025 Ski Area Incident Report 
 
The 2024-2025 Ski Area Incident Report was presented to the Board and discussed. 
 

B. Wire Rope Splicers Report 
 
The 2024-2025 Wire Rope Splicers Report  was presented to the Board. 
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C. Rules  

 
Deputy Director Gensler discussed the rules process with the board and the Boards function in 
that process. 

 
8. BUREAU QUARTERLY REPORT 
 

Deputy Director Alesha Gensler reported on the following: 
 

The Bureau recently went through an organization restructure. Keith Lambert who normally 
attended and provided the Board with the Bureau’s quarterly report, will now oversee the 
Specialty Trades Division which includes Boiler, Elevator and Ski and Amusement. 

 
 Jon Paradine will now oversee the Inspection Division which includes the Building, 

Mechanical, Plumbing, Electrical, Plan Review, Permits and Training and Education. 
  
 The new draft of the ski rules has been approved.  The Regulatory Impact Statement is going 

through the approval process.  Next step will be scheduling the Public Hearing.  The Bureau 
is looking to hold that in late summer or early fall.  

  
Regarding variance requests on the agenda, where no one from the ski area appears to answer 
questions the board may have, the board is not required to take action on the variance.  The 
board has the option to table the variance.  The Bureau’s Board and Commission Staff will 
reach out to the applicant after the board meeting to explain why the item was tabled and 
encourage them to attend the next board meeting to be available for questions.  

 
9. PUBLIC COMMENT 
 

Jack Degan, Attorney, spoke on modifications to rules. 
  

Mike Panich, Executive Director of  Michigan Snowsports Industries Association, asked about 
the process for suggesting agenda items to the Chairperson. 

 
10. NEXT MEETING DATE – OCTOBER 10, 2025 
  

The Board is scheduled to meet next at 1:00p.m. at 611 West Ottawa Street, Lansing, MI 48933 
in Upper Level Conference Room 3 on October 10, 2025. 

 
11. ADJOURNMENT   
 

A MOTION was made by Board Member Lodge and SECONDED by Board Member Meyer 
to adjourn the meeting at 2:52 p.m.  MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 
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