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MINUTES 
State Fire Safety Board Regular Meeting 
Meridian Township Central Fire Station #91,  

5000 Okemos Rd, Okemos, MI 48864 
Thursday, January 9, 2025 

1:30 PM 
 
 

 
MEMBERS PRESENT: 
Julie Bulson, Representing Hospital Administrators 
Steven Densmore, Representing Fire Departments in the Lower Peninsula 
Randall Halstead, Liquefied Petroleum or Flammable Compressed Gas Industry 
Kenneth Herbart, Chair, Representing Registered Architects 
Andrew Marceau, Representing Fire Departments in the Lower Peninsula 
Tavis Millerov, Representing Fire Departments in the Lower Peninsula 
Jeramie Morris, Vice Chair, Representing the Chemical Manufacturing Industry 
Ruth Ann Knapp, Representing School Board Administrators/Members 
Patrick Phelan, Representing the Professional Engineers 
Ora Wolf, Representing the Flammable Liquids Industry  

MEMBERS ABSENT: 
Timothy Dockerty, Representing Owners of Adult Foster Care Facilities 
Richard Prestage, Representing the Nursing Home Industry 
Kevin Sehlmeyer, State Fire Marshal, Ex-Officio Member 
Brian Talvensaari, Representing Fire Departments in the Upper Peninsula 
Robert Williams, Representing the Building Trades 
 
OTHER BUREAU ATTENDEES: 
Mauricio Barrera, LARA/BFS, Fire Safety Inspector for Public Assemblies 
Sherry Storey, LARA/BFS, Senior Executive Management Assistant 
 
OTHERS IN ATTENDANCE: 

None 
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I. CALL TO ORDER AND DETERMINATION OF QUORUM:  
The State Fire Safety Board Chair Kenneth Herbart called the meeting to 
order at 1:31 PM, followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. Roll call was 
conducted, and a quorum was confirmed. 

II. REVIEW AND APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA: 
MOTION 25-01-01:  
MOTION by Board Member Andrew Marceau and seconded by Board 
Member Jeramie Morris to approve the January 9, 2025, agenda.  
MOTION CARRIED. 

III. REVIEW AND APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 
MOTION 25-01-02:  
Motion by Board Member Julie Bulson and seconded by Board Member 
Randall Halstead, to approve the October 10, 2024, minutes.  
MOTION CARRIED. 

IV. COMMUNICATIONS (SFSB Members): 
Board Member Andrew Marceau complimented MI Prevention on the work 
the group is doing and indicated they have helped many.  

V. PUBLIC COMMENT: 
None 

VI. STATE FIRE MARSHAL’S REPORT (presented by Mauricio Barrera on 
behalf of the SFM): 
2024 Michigan Residential Fatal Fire Update:  

 
 96 deaths in 92 fires as of 12/31/24 

 
 19% decrease YTD deaths compared to 2017-2023 average  

 
 9% decrease YTD fires compared to 2017-2023 average  

 
 72% of fatalities were between the ages of 40-79  

 
 35% of fatalities were reported as Disabled 

 
 14% of fatalities were reported on Oxygen 
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MI Prevention Update:  
 
 Total Number of Participating Fire Departments: over 800 
 
 Alarms Installed 123,165 as of 12/31/2024 since 2019 
 
 Homes Visited 29,761 as of 12/31/2024 since 2019 
 
 New MI Prevention ESRI database – went Live January 3, 2025 

 
Next Wednesday Wrap Up:  

 
January 29, 2025, at 4:00 PM 

 
State Fire Safety Board Appointments: 

SFM reached out to the LARA appointments representative to work with the 
Governor’s Appointments office to get two vacancies filled in early 2025.  

BFS Staffing Updates: 
 
BFS continues to hire 

Legislative Update: 

It’s a new session.  The new Legislative Session started January 1, 2025, and 
ends December 31, 2026. 

VII. Review of BFS 2024 FY Annual Report (presented by Mauricio Barrera on 
behalf of the SFM): 

SFSB members interacted with Mauricio during the overview of the FY24 BFS 
Annual Report. 

VIII. UNFINISHED BUSINESS: 
None 

IX. NEW BUSINESS: 
Board Member Ruth Ann Knapp proposed moving SFSB meetings from the 
second Thursday to the third Thursday of each month. After a group 
discussion, it was decided that the SFSB meetings would remain on the 
second Thursday of the month.  

 
 



4 
 

X. STATE FIRE SAFETY BOARD COMMENT: 
 Board Member Ruth Ann Knapp shared that there have been no arson fires 
reported in Saginaw since September 2024.   
She also shared that the open house for Saginaw’s new Fire Safety House 
and Aerial Truck was a success with over 20,000 people attending.  

XI. ADJOURNMENT: 
MOTION 25-01-03 
A MOTION was made by Board Member Jeramie Morris and seconded by 
Board Member Ora Wolf to adjourn the meeting.  
MOTION CARRIED. Chair Kenneth Herbart declared the meeting adjourned 
at 2:17 PM.  

 
Next Meeting: 
Thursday, March 13, 2025 
Meridian Township Central Fire Station #91,  
5000 Okemos Rd, Okemos, MI 48864 

 
Agenda Items Due: Thursday, February 27, 2025, by 5:00 PM  
 
 
APPROVED:  


