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MINUTES 
State Fire Safety Board Regular Meeting 

Cannabis Regulatory Agency, Sun Conference Room (Enter at South entrance) 
 2407 N. Grand River, Lansing MI 48906 

Thursday, October 10, 2024 
 1:30 p.m. 
MEMBERS PRESENT: 
Julie Bulson, Representing Hospital Administrators 
Randall Halstead, Liquefied Petroleum or Flammable Compressed Gas Industry 
Kenneth Herbart, Chair, Representing Registered Architects 
Andrew Marceau, Representing Fire Departments in the Lower Peninsula 
Tavis Millerov, Representing Fire Departments in the Lower Peninsula 
Patrick Phelan, Representing the Professional Engineers 
Kevin Sehlmeyer, State Fire Marshal, Ex-Officio Member 
Brian Talvensaari, Representing Fire Departments in the Upper Peninsula 
Robert Williams, Representing the Building Trades 
Ora Wolf, Representing the Flammable Liquids Industry  

MEMBERS ABSENT: 
Steven Densmore, Representing Fire Departments in the Lower Peninsula 
Timothy Dockerty, Representing Owners of Adult Foster Care Facilities 
Jeramie Morris, Vice Chair, Representing the Chemical Manufacturing Industry 
Ruth Ann Knapp, Representing School Board Administrators/Members 
Richard Prestage, Representing the Nursing Home Industry 
 
OTHER BUREAU ATTENDEES: 
Nicole Cavanagh, LARA/BFS, Fireworks Analyst 
Macie Smith, LARA/BFS, MI Prevention Analyst, Recording Secretary 
Sherry Storey, LARA/BFS, Senior Executive Management Assistant 
 

OTHERS IN ATTENDANCE: 
None 
 

I. CALL TO ORDER AND DETERMINATION OF QUORUM: The State Fire Safety 
Board Chair Kenneth Herbart called the meeting to order at 1:35 PM, followed 
by the Pledge of Allegiance. Roll call was taken, and a quorum was confirmed. 

 
 

II. REVIEW AND APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA: 
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Motion 24-10-01: Motion by Board Member Randall Halstead, seconded by 
Board Member Ora Wolf, to approve the October 10, 2024, agenda. Motion 
carried. 

III. REVIEW AND APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 
A. Motion 24-10-02: Motion by Board Member Patrick Phelan, seconded by 

Board Member Robert Williams, to approve the September 12, 2024, 
minutes. Motion carried. 

IV. COMMUNICATIONS (SFSB Members): 
None 

V. PUBLIC COMMENT: 
None 

VI. STATE FIRE MARSHAL’S REPORT: 
B. Staffing Changes:  

1. Brenda Davis – Hired as SAM15 filling Joe Forro’s previous position. 
C. Board Member Reappointments: 
D. Expired Appointments (not seeking reappointment). 

1. Dylan Rogers 
2. David Williams 

E. Fire Update: As of October 7, 2024, a total of  
1. 73 deaths in 70 residential fires.  
2. 14% decrease year-to-date in fatal fire deaths  
3. 71% of victims are reported to be between the ages of 40-79 
4. 30% reported as disabled 
5. 14% reported as on oxygen 

F. MI Prevention Update:  
1. Through the 720 fire departments and other groups partnering with MI 

Prevention, over 109,000 alarms have been installed in residential 
homes since 2019.   

4. Transitioning into ESRI Global Information System (GIS) software: 
Will offer improved data and inventory tracking of fatal fires and MI 
Prevention efforts statewide.   

5. October – Fire Prevention Month:  
1. 2024 theme is “Smoke Alarms, Make Them Work For You”.   

i. Only 20% of the 73 residential fatal fires that have occurred in 
Michigan this year, had a working smoke alarm in their 
residence at the time of their death as of October 9, 2024.  
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ii. State Fire Marshal Sehlmeyer will be reading to second and 
third graders in schools throughout Michigan.  This will be the 
third year of BFS using the National fire education program 
known as Sound-Off. 

iii. MI Prevention reported that child fire fatalities have dropped 
across Michigan over the last several years.  To date there has 
been one child fire fatality in 2024. 

6. Wednesday Wrap Up: The next monthly virtual Zoom meeting hosted by 
State Fire Marshal Sehlmeyer is scheduled for October 30, 2024, at 4:00 
pm.  

VII. LEGISLATIVE UPDATE:  
A. Funding and Bills: 

1. The Michigan State Legislature approved $1 million in funding for the 
smoke alarm program in the FY25 budget. 

VIII. UNFINISHED BUSINESS: 
A. 2025 SFSB meeting schedule with locations TBA 
• January 9, 2025 

• March 13, 2025 

• June 12, 2025 

• September 25, 2025 

• November 6, 2025 

• December 11, 2025 
1. Motion 24-10-03: Motion by Board Member Andrew Marceau, seconded 

by Board Member Julie Bulson, to approve the 2025 meeting schedule. 
Motion carried. 

B. SFSB Group Photo:  
1. The SFSB opted to postpone the group photo due to the absence of 

several board members. The group photo may be taken at the next 
scheduled SFSB meeting on December 12, 2024. 

IX. NEW BUSINESS: 
A. Volunteer needed to sit on the Ad Hoc Committee for the Camps Rule 

update 
1. Board Member Robert Williams volunteered to sit on the working group 

for the Camps Rules. 
B. Fireworks Appeals:   
Chairperson Kenneth Herbart called the appeals to order.  He confirmed that all 
State Fire Safety Board (SFSB) members had an opportunity to review the 
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details of the appeals provided in advance of the meeting on the BFS SharePoint 
site. All SFSB members present indicated they had reviewed the appeal packet. 
The board discussed the content in the appeal prior to Chairperson Kenneth 
Herbart calling for a vote on the appeal for Citations #24-00057 and #24-00066. 

1. Citation #24-00057: Chairperson Kenneth Herbart called the appeal to 
order on 10/10/24 at 2:25 pm. The board was asked to either uphold the 
Fire Marshal’s decision and deny the appeal, or to grant the appeal and 
overturn the Fire Marshal’s decision.  

Total Votes: Uphold: 9, Overturn: 0, Absent: 5. The SFSB ruled 
to uphold the Fire Marshal’s decision and deny the appeal of 
Citation #24-00057. The appeal adjourned at 2:35 pm. 
The SFSB decision will be mailed to the appellant for Citation #24-
00057. 

2. Citation #24-00066: Chairperson Kenneth Herbart called the appeal to 
order on 10/10/24 at 2:42 pm. The board was asked to either uphold the 
Fire Marshal’s decision and deny the appeal, or to grant the appeal and 
overturn the Fire Marshal’s decision.  

Total Votes: Uphold: 9, Overturn: 0, Absent: 5. The SFSB ruled 
to uphold the Fire Marshal’s decision and deny the appeal of 
Citation #24-00066. The appeal adjourned at 2:44 pm. 
The SFSB decision will be mailed to the appellant for Citation #24-
00066. 

X. STATE FIRE SAFETY BOARD COMMENT: 
XI. ADJOURNMENT AND NEXT MEETING: 

A. Motion 24-09-04 
1. A MOTION was made by Board Member Julie Bulson and seconded by 

Board Member Robert Williams to adjourn the meeting. MOTION 
CARRIED. The meeting adjourned at 2:46PM pm.  

 
Next Meeting: 
Thursday, December 12, 2024 
Delta Twp. Fire Department – Station I Training Room 
811 N. Canal Road, Lansing, MI 48917 

 
Agenda Items Due: Thursday, November 28, 2024, by 5:00 pm  

 
 
APPROVED: Thursday, January 9, 2025 


