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MINUTES 
State Fire Safety Board Regular Meeting 

The Robin Theatre 
1105 S. Washington Ave., Lansing, MI 48910 

Thursday, October 19, 2023 
 1:00 p.m. 

MEMBERS PRESENT: 

Julie Bulson, Representing Hospital Administrators 
Steven Densmore, Representing Fire Departments in the Lower Peninsula 
Randall Halstead, Liquefied Petroleum or Flammable Compressed Gas Industry 
Kenneth Herbart, Chair, Representing Registered Architects 
Ruth Ann Knapp, Representing School Board Administrators/Members 
Andrew Marceau, Representing Fire Departments in the Lower Peninsula 
Tavis Millerov, Representing Fire Departments in the Lower Peninsula 
Patrick Phelan, Representing the Professional Engineers 
Richard Prestage, Representing the Nursing Home Industry 
Dylan Rogers, Representing Places of Public Assemblage  
Kevin Sehlmeyer, State Fire Marshal, Ex-Officio Member 
Brian Talvensaari, Representing Fire Departments in the Upper Peninsula 
David Williams, Representing the Licensed Electrical Contractors 
Robert Williams, Representing the Building Trades 
Ora Wolf, Representing the Flammable Liquids Industry 

MEMBERS ABSENT: 

Timothy Dockerty, Representing Owners of Adult Foster Care Facilities 
Jeramie Morris, Vice Chair, Representing the Chemical Manufacturing Industry 

OTHER BUREAU ATTENDEES: 

Hollie Metts, LARA/BFS, Executive Secretary 
Nicole Cavanagh, LARA/BFS, Fireworks Analyst 

OTHERS IN ATTENDANCE: 

None 

I. CALL TO ORDER AND DETERMINATION OF QUORUM: 

The State Fire Safety Board meeting was called to order at 1:03 p.m. Roll call was 
taken by executive secretary, Hollie Metts. A quorum was determined present. 
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II. REVIEW AND APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA: 

23-10-01 
A MOTION was made by Board Member Kenneth Herbart and seconded by 
Board Member Ruth Ann Knapp to approve the meeting agenda for October 19, 
2023, as presented. MOTION CARRIED. 

III. REVIEW AND APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 

23-10-02 
A MOTION was made by Board Member Andrew Marceau and seconded by 
Board Member Dylan Rogers to approve the meeting minutes from December 1, 
2022, June 15, 2023, and September 21, 2023 as presented. MOTION CARRIED. 

IV. PUBLIC COMMENT: 

None 

V. STATE FIRE MARSHAL’S REPORT: 

Fire Marshal Sehlmeyer welcomed the board members. Looking ahead on the 
agenda, he noted the three fireworks appeals and reminded the board of the appeal 
process. He introduced Nicole Cavanagh, who was in attendance representing the 
bureau’s Fireworks Division, and provided a general overview of the Fireworks 
Division. 

a. Child Care Transition: As of August 1, 2023, the Bureau of Fire Services has 
taken over the responsibility for inspections of childcare facilities (daycares, 
camps, and childcare institutions) and the Qualified Fire Inspectors. He provided 
an overview of the program. 

a. Fatal Fire Update: As of October 16, 2023, a total of 92 deaths in 84 residential 
fires were recorded. This is a 5% increase in deaths and a 15% increase in fires 
year-to-date as compared to the 2017-2022 average. Although there have not 
been many multiple fatalities, the overall total of fatal fires has increased. 61% of 
victims are reported to be between the ages of 40-79, 23% reported as disabled, 
4% reported on oxygen, and over 75% did not have working smoke alarms. 

b. MI Prevention Update: Currently, there are approximately 700 fire departments 
partnering with MI Prevention. We are working to get smoke alarms distributed to 
the partnering fire departments and other partnering agencies who will then 
install the alarms in homes within their community. We are also working to 
distribute Sound Off calendars to 2nd and 3rd grade classrooms in schools 
statewide.  

c. Fire Prevention Month: October 2023 has been proclaimed Fire Prevention 
Month in Michigan. The National Fire Prevention Association’s (NFPA) theme 
this year focuses on cooking safety. MI Prevention is following the NFPA’s theme 
and expanding on educational messaging throughout the entire month of 
October. The Fire Marshal is also visiting schools around the state to read 2nd 
and 3rd grade students.  A total of 13 schools are currently on the schedule. 
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d. Fire Instructor III Train-the-Trainer: The Fire Marshal shared that staff have 
been working hard over the past nine months to develop the Fire Instructor III 
Train-the-Trainer. The first train-the-trainer was held on September 28, 2023 in 
Mt. Pleasant. 

e. FY23 & FY24 Funding for Fire Training: The Fire Marshal reported the 
available balance in SMOKE at the end of FY23 was $0.00. Since January 1, 
2023 when the unencumbered funds were pulled back, a total of $188,167.16 
was used to fund 40 courses for firefighter training. An additional $35,381.50 was 
used to purchase mannequins for the counties to use for fire training. The FY24 
county funding distributions were issued on October 18, 2023. A total of $2.3 
million was distributed statewide and each county received a minimum of 
$17,500. 

f. Wednesday Wrap Up: Monthly virtual meetings hosted by the Fire Marshal. On 
October 18, 2023, special guest Dr. Kenny Fent with the National Institute for 
Occupational Safety and Health who spoke about the National Firefighter 
Registry for cancer. The next Wednesday Wrap Up is scheduled for November 8, 
2023 at 4:00 pm. 

g. Board Members Terms Expiring: No update to report on the following board 
members’ expired terms:  

 Steven Densmore, Representing Fire Departments in the Lower Peninsula 
 Kenneth Herbart, Chair, Representing Registered Architects 
 Andrew Marceau, Representing Fire Departments in the Lower Peninsula 
 Patrick Phelan, Representing the Professional Engineers 
 Dylan Rogers, Representing Places of Public Assemblage 

VI. LEGISLATIVE UPDATE:  

Fire Marshal Sehlmeyer shared information with the board on the following: 

1. SB 328: Smoke alarms - certain battery and power source standards for certain 
smoke alarm devices; require. Creates new act. (Note: Would require a sealed 
battery.) 

2. HB 4688: Labor: collective bargaining; minimum staffing levels within a 
bargaining unit; make a mandatory subject of bargaining. Amends secs. 11 & 15 
of 1947 PA 336 (MCL 423.211 & 423.215). 

3. SB 503: Fireworks: licensing; moratorium on transferring the location of a 
consumer fireworks certificate during June and July of each year; remove. 
Amends sec. 4 of 2011 PA 256 (MCL 28.454). 

 
The Fire Marshal advised he would like to put together an ad hoc committee to look 
at public assemblage occupancies and is looking for support from the board to do 
so, per Public Act 207 of 1941, the Fire Prevention Code. 

  

http://legislature.mi.gov/doc.aspx?2023-SB-0328
http://legislature.mi.gov/doc.aspx?2023-HB-4688
http://www.legislature.mi.gov/(S(mmvfjo4z1ldxsit1tebyzpia))/mileg.aspx?page=getObject&objectname=mcl-act-336-of-1947
http://www.legislature.mi.gov/(S(mmvfjo4z1ldxsit1tebyzpia))/mileg.aspx?page=getObject&objectname=mcl-423-211
http://www.legislature.mi.gov/(S(mmvfjo4z1ldxsit1tebyzpia))/mileg.aspx?page=getObject&objectname=mcl-423-215
http://legislature.mi.gov/doc.aspx?2023-SB-0503
http://www.legislature.mi.gov/(S(mmvfjo4z1ldxsit1tebyzpia))/mileg.aspx?page=getObject&objectname=mcl-act-256-of-2011
http://www.legislature.mi.gov/(S(mmvfjo4z1ldxsit1tebyzpia))/mileg.aspx?page=getObject&objectname=mcl-28-454
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23-10-03 
A MOTION was made by Board Member Ora Wolf and seconded by Board 
Member Andrew Marceau to allow the Fire Marshal to put together an ad hoc 
committee to look at public assemblages. Fire Marshal Sehlmeyer abstained. 
MOTION CARRIED. 

VII. UNFINISHED BUSINESS: 

None 

VIII. NEW BUSINESS: 

a. Discuss 2023/2024 Meeting Schedules: A copy of the 2023 meeting schedule 
and proposed 2024 meeting schedule were provided to the board. The board 
discussed alternate meeting dates, times, and locations. Moving forward, the 
consensus was to schedule the 2024 meetings on the second Thursday in 
January, March, June, September, October, and December beginning at 1:30 pm 
in Lansing. (Meeting location(s) to be confirmed.) The last meeting in 2023 will 
remain on November 30, 2023 however, the start time will be changed to 1:30 
pm.  

23-10-04 
A MOTION was made by Board Member Andrew Marceau and seconded by 
Board Member Ora Wolf to approve the 2023 and 2024 meeting schedules as 
discussed. MOTION CARRIED. 

b. Fireworks Appeals: Nicole Cavanagh gave an overview of each of the following 
appeal files. The board discussed the appeals before calling the appeals to 
order. The board’s decision will be mailed to the appellants. 

i. Citation #23-00030: Chairman Herbert called the fireworks appeal to order at 
2:42 pm. The board was asked to either uphold the Fire Marshal’s decision 
and deny the appeal, or to grant the appeal and overturn the Fire Marshal’s 
decision.  

Total Votes: Uphold/Deny: 14, Grant/Overturn: 0, Abstain: 1, Absent: 2. The 
board ruled to uphold the Fire Marshal’s decision and deny the appeal. The 
appeal adjourned at 2:44 pm. 

ii. Citation #23-00032: Chairman Herbert called the fireworks appeal to order at 
2:52 pm. The board was asked to either uphold the Fire Marshal’s decision 
and deny the appeal, or to grant the appeal and overturn the Fire Marshal’s 
decision.  

Total Votes: Uphold/Deny: 14, Grant/Overturn: 0, Abstain: 1, Absent: 2. The 
board ruled to uphold the Fire Marshal’s decision and deny the appeal. The 
appeal adjourned at 2:53 pm. 

iii. Citation #23-00040: Chairman Herbert called the fireworks appeal to order at 
2:55 pm. The board was asked to either uphold the Fire Marshal’s decision 
and deny the appeal, or to grant the appeal and overturn the Fire Marshal’s 
decision.  
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Total Votes: Uphold/Deny: 14, Grant/Overturn: 0, Abstain: 1, Absent: 2. The 
board ruled to uphold the Fire Marshal’s decision and deny the appeal. The 
appeal adjourned at 2:57 pm. 

IX. STATE FIRE SAFETY BOARD COMMENT: 

Board Member David Williams stated the 2023 adoption for the National Electrical 
Code includes an emergency disconnect outside of 1-2 family dwellings. The public 
hearing was held last month and there were no negative comments. 

X. ADJOURNMENT AND NEXT MEETING: 

23-10-05 
A MOTION was made by Board Member Robert Williams and seconded by Board 
Member Ora Wolf to adjourn the meeting. MOTION CARRIED. The meeting 
adjourned at 3:05 pm. 

 

Next Meeting: 
Thursday, November 30, 2023 at 1:30 pm 
CRA Sun Conference Room – 2407 N. Grand River Ave., Lansing, MI 48906 
Agenda Items Due: Thursday, November 9, 2023, by 5:00 pm 
 

 

APPROVED: State Fire Safety Board Regular Meeting 11/30/23 (Motion #23-11-02) 


