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MINUTES 
State Fire Safety Board Regular Meeting 

Meridian Twp. Central Fire Station #19  
5000 Okemos Rd., Okemos, MI 48864 

Thursday, June 12, 2025 
 1:30 pm 
MEMBERS PRESENT: 
Kenneth Herbart, Chair, Representing Registered Architects (joined at 1:42 pm) 
Thomas Hughes, State Fire Marshal, Bureau Designate 
Randall Halstead, Liquefied Petroleum or Flammable Compressed Gas Industry 
Ruth Ann Knapp, Representing School Board Administrators/Members 
Andrew Marceau, Representing Fire Departments in the Lower Peninsula 
Tavis Millerov, Representing Fire Departments in the Lower Peninsula 
 
MEMBERS ABSENT: 
Timothy Dockerty, Representing Owners of Adult Foster Care Facilities 
Jeramie Morris, Representing the Chemical Manufacturing Industry 
Richard Prestage, Representing the Nursing Home Industry 
Vacant, Representing Places of Public Assemblage  
Vacant, Representing Fire Departments in the Upper Peninsula 
Timothy Jury, Representing the Licensed Electrical Contractors/Master Electrician 
Robert Williams, Representing the Building Trades 
Patrick Phelan, Representing the Professional Engineers 
Ora Wolf, Representing the Flammable Liquids Industry  
Julie Bulson, Representing Hospital Administrators 
Steven Densmore, Representing Fire Departments in the Lower Peninsula 
 
OTHER BUREAU ATTENDEES: 
Macie Smith, LARA/BFS, MI Prevention Analyst, Recording Secretary  
Jordyn Hanses, LARA/BFS, Student Assistant 
 

OTHERS IN ATTENDANCE: 
None 
 
 

I. CALL TO ORDER AND DETERMINATION OF QUORUM: The State Fire Safety 
Board meeting was called to order at 1:34 p.m. by State Fire Marshal Hughes. Roll 
call was taken by Recording Secretary, Macie Smith. It was determined that a  
quorum was not present. 



2 
 

II. REVIEW AND APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA: 
No quorum; unable to approve. 

III. REVIEW AND APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 
No quorum; unable to approve. 

IV. PUBLIC COMMENT: 
None 

V. STATE FIRE MARSHAL’S REPORT: 
a. New State Fire Marshal Introduction: SFM Hughes introduced himself to the 

group and gave a brief explanation of his fire services background. He then 
asked the board members to share their name and which group they represent 
for the State Fire Safety Board.  

b. SFSB Appointments: SFM Hughes shared that the bureau is aware there are 
five board members whose terms will expire on July 15, 2025. The Bureau has 
been in contact with the Governor’s Office and is awaiting further direction of 
those board positions.  

• Robert Williams, Representing the Building Trades 
• Ora Wolf, Representing the Flammable Liquids Industry  
• Richard Prestage, Representing the Nursing Home Industry 
• Ruth Ann Knapp, Representing School Board Administrators/Members 
• Timothy Dockerty, Representing Owners of Adult Foster Care Facilities 

 
c. Bureau of Fire Services Update: SFM Hughes shared his intentions of making 

as much data from the bureau public as he can. He will be providing physical 
documents for all board members at each meeting with information such as Fatal 
Fire and Alarm Installation data. Macie Smith was asked to give a brief update 
regarding the MI Prevention Program. SFM Hughes gave a brief update on other 
bureau divisions and sections, such as Storage Tanks, Fireworks, and Plan 
Review.  
 

d. Strategic Plan: SFM Hughes shared that the Bureau of Fire Services three-year 
Strategic Plan is set to expire this year. The bureau will be creating a new plan, 
and this plan will be shared with the board members once created.  

 
VI. UNFINISHED BUSINESS: 

a. Plan Review Appeal: SFM Hughes shared that the applicant for the 
School Plan Review has withdrawn their appeal application at this time.  

VII. NEW BUSINESS: 
None 

VIII. STATE FIRE SAFETY BOARD COMMENT: 
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Board Member Ruth Ann Knapp asked that the bureau provide a new board 
member contact list with updated contact information.  

Board Member Tavis Millerov shared that the SFSB Meeting for November 6, 
2025, will need a location change as the Meridian Twp. Central Fire Station #19 is 
no longer available to host.  

Board Member Andrew Marceau wanted to give a “shoutout” to the men and 
women who work for the Bureau of Fire Services. He shared how appreciative 
everyone is that they do great research and are so knowledgeable before entering 
the field.  

State Fire Marshal Thomas Hughes apologized for the logistics issues associated 
with this current meeting. He assured the board that a meeting process documented 
by the next meeting to avoid confusion regarding procedures. SFM Hughes also 
shared with the board that his cell phone number will be Kevin Sehlmeyer’s old cell 
phone number, which is (517) 388-1761. SFM Hughes indicated he will continue to 
provide legislative updates regarding the Bureau of Fires Services divisions and 
sections.  

Chair Kenneth Herbart confirmed with Board Member Ruth Ann Knapp that she will 
be able to attend the remaining Thursday meetings for 2025. He also asked Macie 
Smith to send all board members the MI Prevention App QR Code.  

 
IX. ADJOURNMENT AND NEXT MEETING: 

Chair Kenneth Herbart declared the meeting adjourned at 2:14pm. 
 

Next Meeting: 
Thursday, September 25, 2025, at 1:30 pm 
Meridian Twp. Central Fire Station #19  
5000 Okemos Rd., Okemos MI 48864 
Agenda Items Due: Thursday, September 11, 2025, by 5:00 pm 
 

 

APPROVED:  


