MINUTES

State Fire Safety Board Regular Meeting
Meridian Township Central Fire Station #91,
5000 Okemos Rd, Okemos, M| 48864
Thursday, September 25, 2025
1:30PM

MEMBERS PRESENT:

Adam Brumm — Flammable Liquids Industry

Julie Bulson — Hospital Administration

Steven Densmore — Fire Departments, Lower Peninsula

Kenneth Herbart (Chair) — Representing Registered Architects
Thomas Hughes — State Fire Marshal, Bureau Designate

Andrew Marceau — Representing Fire Departments, Lower Peninsula
Tavis Millerov — Representing Fire Departments, Lower Peninsula
Patrick Phelan — Representing Professional Engineers

MEMBERS ABSENT:

Sarah Glann - Representing, School Administration

Randall Halstead — Liquified Petroleum or Flammable Compressed Gas Industry
Allen Hipps — Representing Fire Departments, Upper Peninsula

Jeramie Morris — Representing the Chemical Manufacturing Industry

VACANT SEATS:

Places of Public Assemblage (Term ended 7/15/23)

Licensed Electrical Contractors / Master Electrician (Seat resigned 9/22/25)
Owners of Adult Foster Care Facilities (Term ended 7/15/25)

Building Trades (Term ended 7/15/25)

Nursing Home Industry (Term ended 7/15/25)

OTHER BUREAU ATTENDEES:

Nicole Cavanagh, LARA/ BFS Fireworks Analyst
Sherry Storey, Senior Executive Administrative Assistant

OTHERS IN ATTENDANCE:

Nicole Schroeder, Belay Energy Solutions
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VL.

CALL TO ORDER AND DETERMINATION OF QUORUM:

The SFSB meeting was called to order at 1:40PM. Board Chair, Kenneth
Herbart led the group in the pledge of allegiance. Roll call was taken by the
recording secretary, Sherry Storey. It was determined a quorum was present.

REVIEW AND APPROVAL OF AGENDA:

MOTION 25-09-01 was made by Board Member Adam Brumm, and seconded
by Board Member Steven Densmore to approve the September 25, 2025, SFSB
meeting agenda as presented. MOTION CARRIED.

REVIEW AND APPROVAL OF JUNE 12, 2025, SFSB MEETING MINUTES:

MOTION 25-09-02 was made by Board Member Tavis Millerov, and seconded
by Board Member Patrick Phelan to approve the June 12, 2025, SFSB meeting
minutes. MOTION CARRIED.

INTRODUCTION OF NEW SFSB MEMBERS:

Adam Brumm, Representing the Flammable Liquids Industry
Sarah Glann, Representing School Board Members/Administrators (not present)
Allen Hipps, Representing Fire Departments, Upper Peninsula (not present)

PUBLIC COMMENT:

None

STATE FIRE MARSHAL'’S REPORT:

Introduction of the new State Fire Marshal:

Thomas Hughes introduced himself and provided a brief overview of his
professional background in fire services.

Importance of Communicating All of the Responsibilities of BFS:

Marshal Hughes emphasized the importance of effectively
communicating the comprehensive responsibilities of the Bureau of Fire
Services. He noted that, out of 86 total BFS employees, only seven
directly support fire service operations. The remaining staff support other



critical areas including Storage Tanks, Fireworks, Plan Review, Cannabis,
and MiPrevention among others.

Marshal Hughes will provide a detailed overview of BFS operations at a
future SFSB meeting.

Smoke Alarm Update:

All alarms purchased by BFS for calendar years 2024 and 2025 have
been fully allocated, and the MI Prevention program’s inventory has been
exhausted. This is the fire time in the program’s history that complete
distribution has been achieved.

The proposed FY2026 House budget does not include a line-item
appropriation for additional smoke alarms. Although the budget
references the installation of $1 million worth of alarms, no external
funding source is identified. Consequently, the cost would need to be
absorbed by BFS’s general budget. More to come as the budget
negotiations continue. Update will be provided at the next Fire Safety
Board Meeting.

There were 40 documented “saves” attributed to smoke alarm installations
in 2025: however, it is believed that this number is underreported, and the
actual impact is significantly greater.

Legislative Rules Updates and Large Projects at BFS:

Firefighter Continuing Education Reporting. The first three-year cycle
ends September 30, 2025.

On-boarding of the National Emergency Response Information System
(NERIS) begins October 15, 2025 for Fire Departments through out
Michigan.

VIl. OLD BUSINESS:

a. Chair, Kenneth Herbart, discussed the vacant seats on the SFSB.
Marshal Hughes updated the board that the Governor’s Appointments
office is working to fill the vacant seats. Three new members (Adam
Brumm, Sarah Glann and Allen Hipps) have been added to the board
over the last month.



For clarification: It was mentioned during the meeting that there were
three vacant seats remaining on the SFSB; however, the total number of
vacant seats as of September 30, 2025 is five.

e Places of Public Assemblage (Term ended 7/15/23)

e Licensed Electrical Contractors / Master Electrician (Seat resigned
9/22/25)

e Owners of Adult Foster Care Facilities (Term ended 7/15/25)

e Building Trades (Term ended 7/15/25)

e Nursing Home Industry (Term ended 7/15/25)

b. Updated SFSB Member Contact List
Listed on the agenda but not discussed at the meeting. The request was
made at the 6/12/25 SFSB meeting by Ruth Ann Knapp (previous
member) for an updated SFSB member list that included contact
information. An updated SFSB member contact list has since been
posted on the SFSB SharePoint site under the Helpful Information for
Board Members section.

X. NEW BUSINESS:
a. Discussion of rescheduling the 11/6/25 SFSB meeting:

Chair, Kenneth Herbart led a discussion regarding rescheduling the
11/6/25 SFSB meeting due to member scheduling conflicts. It was
determined that the meeting would not be rescheduled. However, the
Meridian Twp. Fire Department’s conference room is not available 11/6/25.
The Recording Secretary will identify a new location for the 11/6/25
meeting.

During the discussion regarding rescheduling the 11/6/25 meeting, the
suggestion was made to add the discussion of the 2026 meeting schedule
and locations to the 11/6/25 agenda.

The recording secretary will add proposed dates and locations for the
2026 meeting schedule to the 11/6/25 agenda.

b. 2025 LARA New Appointee Handbook
The Recording Secretary shared that the updated LARA New Appointee
Handbook would be posted on the SFSB SharePoint site. The New
Appointee Handbook has since been posted on the SFSB SharePoint site
under the Helpful Information for Board Members section.



c. Fireworks Citation Appeal — CITATION 25-00001
Chair Kenneth Herbart gave an overview of citation 25-00001 and the
details of the appellant’s appeal. The board discussed the appeal before
the citation was called to order at 2:13PM

The board was asked to vote to either uphold the State Fire Marshal’s
decision and deny the appeal, or to grant the appeal and overturn the Fire
Marshal’'s decision.
Total votes:

Grant appeal / Overturn decision: 0

Deny appeal / Uphold decision: 7

Absent: 4

The appeal of Citation 25-00001 was denied; the decision of the State
Fire Marshal was upheld. The board’s decision will be mailed to the
appellant.

d. Fireworks Citation Appeal — CITATION 25-00007
Chair Kenneth Herbart gave an overview of citation 25-00007 and the
details of the appellant’s appeal. The board discussed the appeal before
the citation was called to order at 2:20PM

The board was asked to vote to either uphold the State Fire Marshal’s
decision and deny the appeal, or to grant the appeal and overturn the Fire
Marshal’s decision.
Total votes:

Grant appeal / Overturn decision: 0

Deny appeal / Uphold decision: 7

Absent 4

The appeal of Citation 25-00007 was denied; the decision of the State
Fire Marshal was upheld. The board’s decision will be mailed to the
appellant.

e. Fireworks Citation Appeal — CITATION 25-00016
Chair Kenneth Herbart gave an overview of citation 25-00016 and the
details of the appellant’s appeal. The board discussed the appeal before
the citation was called to order at 2:26PM
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The board was asked to vote to either uphold the State Fire Marshal’s
decision and deny the appeal, or to grant the appeal and overturn the Fire
Marshal’s decision.
Total votes:

Grant appeal / Overturn decision: 0

Deny appeal / Uphold decision: 7

Absent: 4

The appeal of Citation 25-00016 was denied; the decision of the State
Fire Marshal was upheld. The board’s decision will be mailed to the
appellant.

STATE FIRE SAFETY BOARD COMMENTS:
None

ADJOURNMENT OF MEETING

MOTION 25-09-03 was made by Board Member Andrew Marceau, and
seconded by Board Member Tavis Millerov to adjourn the meeting. MOTION
CARRIED.

The meeting adjourned at 2:38PM

Next Meeting Date:
Thursday, November 6, 2025

Time:
1:30P

Location:

The Delta Twp. Fire Department.
811 N. Canal Rd.

Lansing, MI 48917

Agenda Items Due:
October 23, 2025




