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MEMORANDUM 

TO: Michigan Fire Service Members 

FROM: Kevin J. Sehlmeyer, State Fire Marshal, and Director of the Bureau of Fire Services 

Subject:  Updates and Changes in MFFTC Fire Training 

Curriculum Change: 

At the February 11, 2025, meeting of the Michigan Fire Fighters Training Council (MFFTC), the 
Council voted 6 to 0 to move to one curriculum for Firefighter I /HazMat Ops, Firefighter II, and 
Firefighter I &II / HazMat Ops beginning Fiscal Year 2026 (FY 26) which begins October 1, 
2025.   (Note: RTC fire academies that start in August 2025 or September 2025 will use the new 
curriculum). The MFFTC approved only the Jones and Bartlett (JB) Fundamentals of Fire 
Fighter Skills Fifth Edition (2025) ISBN:9781284283051 curriculum, including the JB 
Learning platform for all levels of Firefighter courses (FFI/FRO, FFII and FFI & II/FRO) 
registered for FY 26 and beyond. 

SFM Bulletins: 

State Fire Marshal Bulletin 20. This SFM bulletin applies to all participants in MFFTC-
Certification courses, MFFTC-approved curriculum, and MFFTC-approved Q courses that are 
funded or unfunded. 

State Fire Marshal Bulletin 21. This SFM bulletin applies to course managers, fire instructors 
and firefighters who help teach, facilitate and assist at MFFTC-certification courses, MFFTC-
approved curriculum, and MFFTC-approved Q courses that are funded or unfunded. 

Fire Instructor I, Fire Instructor II, and Fire Instructor III course instructor requirements: 

As of March 1, 2025, the number of fire instructors required for a Fire Instructor I course is as 
follows: 

• Sessions 1, 2, and 3 will have two Fire Instructor I instructors during all three 
sessions who have completed the Fire Instructor I Train the Trainer course.   One 
instructor will facilitate the odd (1,3,5, and 7) chapters the other instructor will facilitate 
the even (2,4,6, and 8) chapters.   
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• Session 4, the written test, TC orientation, and the practice of the final presentations, 
will be facilitated by at least one Fire Instructor I instructor who has completed the Fire 
Instructor I Train the Trainer course. Having two instructors at session 4 is suggested to 
help maintain instructional consistency and provide better support of participants during 
their preparation for session 5. 

• Session 5, the practical exam, facilitated by the Training Coordinator, will have at least 
one Fire Instructor I instructor present who has completed the Fire Instructor I Train the 
Trainer course. 

As of March 1, 2025, the number of fire instructors required for a Fire Instructor II course is as 
follows: 

• Sessions 1,2,3,4 and 5 will be facilitated by at least one Fire Instructor II instructor 
who has completed the Fire Instructor II Train the Trainer course. 

• Session 6, the written exam and practice for the final presentation, will be facilitated by 
at least one Fire Instructor II instructor who has completed the Fire Instructor II Train the 
Trainer course. Having two instructors at session 6 is suggested to help maintain 
instructional consistency and provide better support for participants during their 
preparation for session 7. 

• Session 7, the practical/presentation exam, with a training coordinator, will have at least 
one Fire Instructor II instructor present who has completed the Fire Instructor II Train the 
Trainer course. 

As of March 1, 2025, the number of fire instructors required for a Fire Instructor III course is as 
follows: 

• Sessions 1,2,3,4, and 5 will be facilitated by at least one Fire Instructor III instructor 
who has completed the Fire Instructor III Train the Trainer course. 

• Session 6, the written exam and the practical/presentation exam with a training 
coordinator, will have at least one Fire Instructor III instructor present who has 
completed the Fire Instructor III Train the Trainer course. 


