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TO: Michigan Fire Service 

FROM: Kevin Sehlmeyer, State Fire Marshal and Director of the Bureau of Fire Services 

DATE: October 11, 2024 

SUBJECT: Written Certification Exam Time Limits 

I would like to inform the Michigan fire service of an important change regarding all certification 
exams after October 1, 2024. At the August 13, 2024, the Michigan Fire Fighter Training 
Council (MFFTC) voted to implement time limits on all MFFTC written certification 
examinations. 

Going forward, participants will have one (1) minute per question on all MFFTC written 
certification exams. Bureau of Fire Services (BFS) Training Coordinators (TCs) have been 
informed and trained on this change, and starting October 1, 2024, all written MFFTC certification 
exams will be timed. 

During MFFTC certification examinations, the Training Coordinator will announce when there 
are 15 minutes remaining for any exam in the testing room. This ensures that participants are 
aware when their specific exam time limit is approaching. 

Individuals with Accommodation Letters from the Bureau of Fire Services Issued Prior 
to October 1, 2024: 

In accordance with federal laws, i.e.: the Americans with Disabilities Act or the Rehabilitation Act 
of 1973, an accommodation request for a reader or a separate testing area, approved by the 
Bureau of Fire Services prior to October 1, 2024, does not automatically allow a participant 
extra time to complete a certification exam. 

Individuals Seeking Accommodation for Extended Examination Time: 

Individuals with accommodation letters issued before October 1, 2024, or those requesting a 
new extended time accommodation for their certification exam, must submit a new BFS-856 
Accommodation Request Form. 

• Individuals requesting a certification exam time extension must submit a BFS-856 

Accommodation Request Form. The time extension request should include checking the 

“Time Extension” box on the BFS-856 form.  The amount of extra time requested should 

http://www.michigan.gov/bfs


be included on the application under “Other” and must include a professional signature 

and supporting documentation. Each BFS-856 Accommodation Request Form will be 

evaluated on a case-by-case basis. 

• The maximum time extension available is one (1) additional minute per question.   The 

maximum time per question will not exceed two (2) minutes per question on all 

certification exams. 

• Only the time extension accommodations specifically listed in the accommodation letter 

issued to the participant by the Bureau of Fire Services will be honored by the Training 

Coordinator during a certification exam. 

For your reference, a timetable listing the duration of each certification examination is included 
below: 

Issued on October 11, 2024, by Kevin J. Sehlmeyer. 

MFFTC Certification Exam Exam Duration 

Fire Fighter I / HazMat Ops 150 Minutes (2 hours, 30 minutes) 

Fire Fighter II 50 Minutes 

Fire Fighter I & II HazMat Ops 200 Minutes (3 hours, 20 minutes) 

Instructor I 100 Minutes (1 hour, 40 minutes) 

Instructor II 100 Minutes (1 hour, 40 minutes) 

Instructor III 50 Minutes 

Fire Officer I 100 Minutes (1 hour, 40 minutes) 

Fire Officer II 100 Minutes (1 hour, 40 minutes) 

Fire Officer III 100 Minutes (1 hour, 40 minutes) 


