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MICHIGAN BOARD OF DENTISTRY 

 
DECEMBER 14, 2023, MEETING  

APPROVED MINUTES 

 
In accordance with the Open Meetings Act, 1976 PA 267, as amended, the Michigan 
Board of Dentistry met on December 14, 2023, at 611 West Ottawa Street, Upper-Level 
Conference Room 3, Lansing, Michigan 48933. 
 
CALL TO ORDER 
 
Irene Tseng, DDS, Chairperson, called the meeting to order at 10:04 a.m. 
 
ROLL CALL 
 
Members Present:  Irene Tseng, DDS, Chairperson 
 Cheryl Bentley, RDH 
        Attended remotely from the City of Grand Rapids, Kent  
     County, Michigan. 
 Deborah Brown, DMD 
 Ellen Chambers, CDA, RDA, BS 
 Dennis Fasbinder, DDS 
 Jennifer Fuller, DDS 
 Rouzana Hares, DDS, MBA, MAGD (arrived 10:14 a.m.) 
 Mark Johnston, DDS 
 Janet Kinney, RDH, MS 
 Martha Morgan, RDH 
 Shakeel Niazi, DDS  
 Edward Sarkisian, DDS 
 Mamnoon Siddiqui, DDS, MS (arrived 10:51 a.m.)   
 Dawn Marie Strehl, RDH 
   
Members Absent: Cynthia McCants, Public Member 
 Vaijanthi Oza, DDS 
 Hassan Yehia, DDS 
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Staff Present: Jennifer Shaltry, JD, Departmental Specialist, 
  Boards and Committees Section 
 Bridget Smith, JD, Assistant Attorney General 
 Stephanie Wysack, Board Support Technician, 
  Boards and Committees Section 
 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
 
MOTION by Kinney, seconded by Johnston, to approve the agenda, as presented. 
 
A voice vote followed. 
 
MOTION PREVAILED 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES  
 
MOTION by Morgan, seconded by Strehl, to approve the minutes from October 12, 2023, 
as written. 
 
A voice vote followed. 
 
MOTION PREVAILED 
 
REGULATORY MATTERS 
 
None 
 
OLD BUSINESS  
 
None 
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 
Continuing Education Committee 
 
Wysack presented the Continuing Education list, dated December 14, 2023 (Attachment 
1). 
 
Sarkisian recused. 
 
MOTION by Johnston, seconded by Morgan, to approve the Continuing Education list, as 
presented. 
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A roll call vote was held: Yeas: Bentley, Brown, Chambers, Fasbinder, Fuller, 

Johnston, Kinney, Morgan, Niazi, Strehl, Tseng 
    Nays: None 
    Recuse: Sarkisian 
     
MOTION PREVAILED 
 
Board Review Panel 
 
No report. 
 
Credentials Review 
 
Dental Specialty Program Recommendation – Haitham Nabood 
 
Shaltry and Brown provided an overview of the request.  Brown stated that the Credentials 
Review Committee recommended denying the request for approval of the 2-year specialty 
program to meet the educational requirement of licensure as a dentist by examination. 
 
Discussion was held. 
 
MOTION by Johnston, seconded by Morgan, to accept the Credentials Review 
Committee recommendation to deny the request for approval of the 2-year specialty 
program to meet the educational requirement for the purpose of licensure as a dentist by 
examination. 
 
A roll call vote was held: Yeas: Bentley, Brown, Chambers, Fuller, Johnston, Kinney,  

Morgan, Niazi, Strehl, Sarkisian,  
    Nays: Fasbinder, Hares, Tseng 
 
MOTION PREVAILED 
 
Credentials Review Recommendation – Alicia Jackson 
 
Shaltry and Brown provided an overview of the request.  Brown stated that the Credentials 
Review Committee recommended recognizing the applicant’s residency in lieu of taking 
the ADEX examination for the purpose of licensure as a dentist by endorsement. 
 
MOTION by Sarkisian, seconded by Morgan, to accept the Credentials Review 
Committee recommendation to recognize the applicant’s residency in lieu of taking the 
ADEX examination. 
 
Discussion was held. 
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A roll call vote was held: Yeas: Bentley, Brown, Chambers, Fasbinder, Fuller, Hares, 

Johnston, Kinney, Morgan, Niazi, Strehl, Sarkisian, 
Siddiqui, Tseng 

    Nays: None 
 
MOTION PREVAILED 
 
RDA Committee 
 
No report. 
 
RDH Committee 
 
No report. 
 
Rules Committee 
 
Johnston stated that the committee had not met but looked forward to reviewing the 
information that will be provided by the Ad hoc committee on External Rotations. 
 
Shaltry stated that the Request for Rulemaking (RFR) was approved by the 
Department’s Regulatory Affairs Officer on December 12, 2023, and submitted for 
approval by the Michigan Office of Administrative Hearings and Rules. 
 
PA 161 Update 
 
Erin Suddeth, RDH, BS, MPA, with MDHHS-Oral Health, reported that they currently have 
53 programs including 111 supervising dentists, 214 dental hygienists, and 149 dental 
assistants.   
 
Disciplinary Subcommittee 
 
Tseng stated that the DSC did not meet.  Wysack stated that the meeting would be 
rescheduled before the next regularly scheduled meeting on February 8, 2024. 
 
Ad Hoc Committee on External Rotations 
 
Johnston stated that the committee had met once and had another meeting scheduled 
after the conclusion of the board meeting today.  They are looking forward to working with 
the rules committee. 
 
 
 
 
 



  
Michigan Board of Dentistry  
Meeting Minutes 
December 14, 2023 
Page 5 of 6 

  
 

 
NEW BUSINESS  
 
Chair Report 
 
Tseng stated that she attended a meeting held by Michigan’s Chief Medical Officer, Dr. 
Natasha Bagdasarian, to discuss allowing dental professionals the ability to offer 
vaccinations in their office.  She stated that she expressed her concerns about the ability 
for a dental clinic to have proper storage. 
 
Tseng stressed the importance of being specific in compliance conferences when 
assigning continuing education as a requirement and to consider imposing limitations on 
the number of attempts in retaking part(s) of the ADEX examination.  Wysack added that 
this would also apply to the DSC when imposing sanctions. 
 
Tseng pointed out that SmileDirectClub has gone out of business.  The dental community 
needs to keep this in mind when patients reach out for continuity of care. 
 
Department Update  
 
Shaltry stated that the bureau will hold the next board member training on February 20, 
2024, via Zoom. All board members are welcome to attend.   
 
Wysack reminded board members to check their state email and to email their committee 
preferences to her.   
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
 
Neema Katibai, with the Michigan Dental Association (MDA) stated that the MDA has 
been receiving questions regarding delegation of duties to an RDA as it applies to 
administering medication during emergency procedures and that the MDA would like 
clarification on delegation of taking final impressions. 
 
Katibai stated that the MDA is concerned about patients whose dentists were contracted 
with SmileDirectClub and the impact the closed business has on their follow-up care. 
 
Katibai stated that the 12 dental specialties that are recognized by the Commission on 
Dental Accreditation (CODA) are included within the statute. 
 
Sarkisian spoke on behalf of the Detroit Dental Clinic Club.  He stated that physical 
therapy is used in the treatment of temporomandibular joint disorder and that they would 
be resubmitting the application that was denied with more detailed information for further 
consideration. 
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Jodi Neuman commented that the MDA had stated that the orthodontic courses offered 
by Trapezio Orthodontic Assistant Training Solutions were recognized by the board.  
Katibai responded that the MDA did not communicate that the courses were recognized 
by the board. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
The next regularly scheduled meeting will be held February 8, 2024, at 10:00 a.m. at 611 
West Ottawa Street, Upper-Level Conference Center Room 3, Lansing, Michigan 48933. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
MOTION by Sarkisian, seconded by Brown, to adjourn the meeting at 11:30 a.m. 
 
A voice vote followed. 
   

   December 14, 2023 

MOTION PREVAILED 
 
Minutes approved by the Board on: February 8, 2024 
 

Prepared by: 
Stephanie Wysack, Board Support Technician   
Bureau of Professional Licensing 



December 12, 2023 

DENTISTRY CONTINUING EDUCATION REVIEW 
December 14, 2023 

 
 

RECOMMENDED NEW APPROVAL(S):  
Approval for December 14, 2023 through December 31, 2026. 
*Each program listed under the sponsor’s name will be given a separate approval number. 

 
 

Great Lakes Bay Dental Hygienists’ Association 
  Diagnosis and Treatment of Peri-Implant Inflammatory Conditions (dentists, dental 

hygienists, dental assistants, dental therapists) for 2 hours 
  Dentistry and the Opioid Crisis (dentists, dental assistants, dental hygienists, dental 

therapists) for 2 hours 
 
Michigan Association of Orthodontists 

 Force for More (dentists, dental assistants) for 1 hour 
 Your Comfort Zone will Become a Danger Zoner: Pushing Ahead with 3D Printing and In-

Office Manufacturing (dentists, dental assistants) for 2 hours 
 Understanding Airway and Sleep Disordered Breathing – Analysis of Evidence and 

Clinical Approaches (dentists, dental assistants) for 1 hour 
 Making the Most of Inventory, Savings and Time Ordering (dentists, dental assistants) for 

1 hour 
 How Remote Care Helps Me Become a Better Version of Me (dentists, dental assistants) 

for 1 hour 
 
Periodontal Study Club for Dental Hygienists, Inc. 

 Pamela Zarkowski, JD, MPH, Dental Ethics, Jurisprudence and Delegation – An Update 
(dentists, dental hygienists) for 2 hours 

 Dr. Steven Chang, MD, HFHS, New Technology in the management of Oral Lesions, 
Precancers and Cancers (dentists, dental hygienists) for 2.5 hours 

 Marie T. Fluent, DDS, Infection Control in Dentistry: Updates for the State of Michigan 
(dentists, dental hygienists) for 1.5 hours 

 
Northland Dental Hygienists’ Association 

 Now You Feel It, Now You Don’t – Unmasking the Mysteries of TMJ (dentists, dental 
assistants, dental hygienists) for 2 hours 

 
Josephine Weeden, DDS, MS, PC 

 Surgery, Retention, and Band Space (dentists, dental assistants, dental hygienists, dental 
therapists) for 2 hours 

 
Detroit Dental Clinic Club 

 Dental Practice Management – Dentistry by the Numbers (dentists, dental assistants, 
dental hygienists, dental therapists) for 2 hours 

 
Grand Shores Dental Hygienists’ Association 

 Live on the Edge: Instrumental Sharpening (dentists, dental assistants, dental hygienists, 
dental therapists) for 1 hour 

 



December 12, 2023 

Michigan Academy of Pediatric Dentistry 
 Restorative and Endodontic treatments for the young permanent teeth (Happy Crown, 

Happy Pulp (dentists, dental assistants, dental hygienists, dental therapists) for 7 hours 
 
Prasanna Kumar Shivapuja PLLC 

 Management of Temperomandibular Joint Disorders Lecture 2: Functional Anatomy of 
TMJ (dentists) for 3 hours 

 Management of Temperomandibular Joint Disorders Lecture 1: Intro Anatomy TMJ, 
Muscle of Mastication (dentists) for 3 hours 

 
 
APPROVAL(S) ON AMENDMENTS:  

 
Hagan Rodriguez Periodontics & Implants – 299220039 Update in Periodontics and 
Dental Implants for an additional speaker. 

 
 

RECOMMENDED VOLUNTEER APPROVAL(S):  
Approval for December 14, 2023 through December 31, 2027. 

 
None 
 

RECOMMENDED DENIAL(S):  
 
Detroit Dental Clinic Club – Physical Therapy Solutions for the Dentist and Your Patient 
– Pain Free in the Real World for 2 hours (dentists, dental hygienists, dental assistants, 
dental therapists).  The course does not satisfy the “advancement of the licensee’s dental 
education” as required under R 338.114704a(3)(c). 
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