
STATE OF MICHIGAN
GRETCHEN WHITMER 

GOVERNOR 
DEPARTMENT OF LICENSING AND REGULATORY AFFAIRS 

LANSING

MARLON I. BROWN, DPA
 DIRECTOR 

BUREAU OF PROFESSIONAL LICENSING 
611 W. OTTAWA  P.O. BOX 30670  LANSING, MICHIGAN 48909 

www.michigan.gov/bpl  517-241-0199
LARA is an equal opportunity employer/program

MICHIGAN BOARD OF DENTISTRY 

June 12, 2025, MEETING  

APPROVED MINUTES 

In accordance with the Open Meetings Act, 1976 PA 267, as amended, the Michigan 
Board of Dentistry met on June 12, 2025, at 611 West Ottawa Street, Upper-Level 
Conference Room 3, Lansing, Michigan 48933. 

CALL TO ORDER 

Irene Tseng, DDS, Acting Chairperson, called the meeting to order at 10:02 a.m. 

ROLL CALL 

Members Present:  Irene Tseng, DDS, Chairperson 
Mark Johnston, DDS, Vice-Chairperson 
Ellen Chambers, CDA, RDA, BS 
John DeCarolis, DDS 
Delbert Denkins, Public Member  
Sahar Farhat, DDS 
Dennis Fasbinder, DDS 
Jennifer Fuller, DDS 
Melissa Keil, DDS 
Janet Kinney, RDH, MS 
Cynthia McCants, Public Member 
Martha Morgan, RDH 
Shakeel Niazi, DDS 
Mamnoon Siddiqui, DDS, MS 
Dawn Marie Strehl, RDH  
Hassan Yehia, DDS 

Members Absent: Deborah Brown, DMD  
Rouzana Hares, DDS, MBA, MAGD    

Staff Present: Laury Brown, Senior Analyst, Compliance Section 
Bridget Smith, JD, Assistant Attorney General 
Jennifer Shaltry, JD, Departmental Specialist, 
Boards and Committees Section 
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Kim Smith, Board Support Technician, 
Boards and Committees Section 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

MOTION by Johnston, seconded by Morgan, to approve the agenda as presented. 

A voice vote followed. 

MOTION PREVAILED 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES  

MOTION by Kinney, seconded by Johnston, to approve the minutes from April 10, 2025, 
as written. 

A voice vote followed. 

MOTION PREVAILED 

REGULATORY MATTERS 

None 

OLD BUSINESS  

None 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 

Continuing Education Committee 

Kinney presented the Continuing Education Committee Report dated June 12, 2025 
(Attachment 1).  

MOTION by Johnston, seconded by Yehia, to approve the Continuing Education 
Committee Report dated June 12, 2025.  

A roll call vote followed: Yeas: Chambers, DeCarolis, Denkins, Farhat, 
Fasbinder, Fuller, Johnston, Keil, Kinney, McCants, 
Morgan, Niazi, Siddiqui, Strehl, Yehia, Tseng 
Nays: None 

MOTION PREVAILED. 
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Credentials Review Committee 

None 

Board Review Panel 

None 

RDA Committee 

None 

RDH Committee 

Morgan shared that Northern Michigan University is interested in developing a dental 
hygiene program and if it is done, they would be the 14th school in Michigan to offer a 
dental hygienist program. Morgan stated that the college has sent out a survey in the 
latter half of May which will be open until the fall to determine the longevity and feasibility 
of a program. 

Strehl shared North Central Michigan College is in the process of building an allied health 
building and there is discussion of starting a dental hygienist program there as well.  

Rules Committee 

Johnston shared that the Rules Committee Work Group meeting was held last Friday. 
The rules committee is taking the comments received back and working on finalizing the 
draft. Shaltry shared the plan is to have the rules ready for board review at the August 
meeting.  

PA 161 Update 

Erin Suddeth, DHHS Contractor shared the following: 
46 PA 161 programs 
124 Supervising dentists 
237 Registered dental hygienists 
117 Registered dental assistants 

Disciplinary Subcommittee 

McCants informed the board that they accepted 8 Consent Orders and Stipulations, 
rejected 1 and tabled 1 for the next meeting. The committee also rejected 1 order of 
dismissal and had 1 administrative complaint.  
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NEW BUSINESS  

Chair Report 

Tseng shared that Fuller, Johnston, and Strehl who will be terming out at the end of this 
month and thanked them for their service to the board.  

Department Update  

Shaltry thanked all the members of the rules committee for their services and is hopeful 
a draft will be ready for the August meeting. Shaltry shared once the rules draft is 
approved by the board, she will be shifting her focus to a review of the RDA examination. 

Smith reminded members to check their state emails and to be sure and sign parking 
affidavits and travel vouchers before leaving to receive reimbursement. 

Brown shared that this will be her last meeting as she is retiring. Brown shared it was a 
pleasure working with them. 

PUBLIC COMMENT 

Morgan thanked Fuller, Strehl, and Johnston for their service to the board.  

Jacques Nor, DDS from the University of Michigan shared he does not agree with 
requiring an individual who holds an academic clinical limited license to be required to 
obtain a full Michigan license after two renewals. Nor felt this change would have a 
devastating effect on dental education in Michigan and would reduce access to care. 

Steve Stefanac, DDS from the University of Michigan, shared he wanted to know what 
issues led to the proposed rule change regarding academic clinical limited licenses. 
Stefanac has not seen data to support that foreign trained dentists provide any lesser 
care than those trained in the United States. Dental schools must adhere to CODA 
accreditation standards including credentialing staff and running background checks on 
potential staff. Stefanac opposed limiting the number of license renewals but supported 
requiring continued education.  

Jan Hu, DDS shared that she did not support the proposed changes to the rules regarding 
limited academic licenses and felt that the majority of those who have limited licenses will 
not be eligible to apply for a full license. Hu shared that those with an academic limited 
license play an invaluable role in dental education within Michigan. Hu said that often 
these faulty members are internationally trained dentists and sometimes specialists with 
CODA-accredited training who are hired under rigorous recruitment  
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processes. Hu felt that this change would diminish the clinical experiences for students 
and affect patient care in Michigan  

Craig Spangler, DDS, thanked the rules committee for their work on the draft. Spangler 
felt that students should not be taught by faculty who may not have passed the ADEX 
exam. Spangler said that clinical instructors who have not passed the ADEX exam 
themselves should not be teaching dental students and he supported the rule change. He 
said the focus should be on what is best for Michigan students and patients, not 
universities.   

Nan Hatch, DDS from the University of Michigan, thanked the entire board and particularly 
the rules committee meeting for their hard work. Hatch shared if the rule change regarding 
academic limited license goes into effect, two special needs patient populations will lose 
access to care. Those are, craniofacial orthodontics and pediatric dentistry patients who 
have a severe lack in access to care. 

Jashleen Bedi, DDS, felt that limiting faculty license renewals would make things more 
difficult and the number of educators would decrease dramatically and have a huge 
impact. 

Romesh Nalliah, DDS, from the University of Michigan wanted to clarify that all U of M 
Dentistry students graduating have completed endodontics. Nalliah shared that there are 
32 states in Michigan who allow academic limited license with no limit on renewals while 
14 states have no dental schools at all. Nalliah shared that Oklahoma is the only state to 
limit renewals for academic limited licenses, and they have just started doing so in the 
last few months. Nalliah felt this change would limit the ability to attract faculty and shared 
the university has robust systems in place to protect students and can limit or revoke 
clinical privileges when necessary. Nalliah thanked the board for their service to the state 
of Michigan and felt the academic limited license needed more stringent demands on 
continuing education.  

James Boynton, DDS, from the University of Michigan, shared the faculty he has worked 
with who have an academic limited license are world class clinicians and are not a risk to 
patient safety. Boynton thanked the board for their service to the profession and the 
public.  

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

The next regularly scheduled meeting will be held August 14, 2025, at 10:00 a.m. at 611 
West Ottawa Street, Upper-Level Conference Center Room 3, Lansing, Michigan 48933. 

ADJOURNMENT 

MOTION by Chambers, seconded by Yehia, to adjourn the meeting at 10:38 a.m. 
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A voice vote followed. 

MOTION PREVAILED 

Minutes approved by the Board on: August 14, 2025  

Prepared by: 
Kim Smith, Board Support Technician  June 17, 2025 
Bureau of Professional Licensing
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