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MICHIGAN BOARD OF MASSAGE THERAPY 
RULES COMMITTEE WORK GROUP 

MEETING 
MINUTES 

MAY 28, 2025 

The Michigan Board of Massage Therapy Rules Committee Work Group met on May 28, 
2025.  The meeting was held via the Zoom. 

CALL TO ORDER 

Dena Marks, J.D., Departmental Specialist called the meeting to order at 2:01 p.m. 

ATTENDANCE 

Members Present:   Becca Bartholomew, LMT 
 Nicole Johnson, LMT, CBIS 

                                  Jessica York, LMT, LC, BCTMB  

Members Absent: None 

Staff Present: Dena Marks, JD, Departmental Specialist, 
Boards and Committees Section 

                               Kimberly Smith, Board Support Technician, 
Boards and Committees Section 

                              Weston MacIntosh, JD, Departmental Specialist,  
     Boards and Committees Section 

                              Kathy Sly, Manager, Licensing Division 
                              Kaye Thelen, Analyst, Licensing Division 

Public Present: None 
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R 338.701 Definitions. 

Rule 1 (1)  

Marks shared she has added short form definitions to this section. 

The committee agreed to the additions. 

R 338.702 Telehealth. 

Rule 2 (3) (a) 

Marks replaced his or her and added “the licensee’s” 

The committee agreed to the change.  

R 338.722  Supervised curriculum for students enrolled before August 1, 2017; for 
students enrolled on or after August 1, 2017, but before January 10, 2020; 
requirements. 

Marks shared this rule will be renumbered to R. 338.721a and R 338.722a will be rescinded. 

The committee agreed to the change. 

R 338.722a Supervised curriculum for students enrolled on or after January 10, 2020; 
requirements. 

(2) (a) (ii) 

The committee would like the 200 hours of massage and bodywork assessment, theory, and 
application instruction to be broken down more specifically. 

Marks advised that the schools need time to make the changes to the curriculum and 
recommended adding another rule that would become effective 1 year after promulgation of 
the rules. 

The committee discussed breaking down the classroom instruction currently in (2)(a) and 
(2)(b).   

The committee agreed to the changes reflected in new rule 338.722b. 

R 338.722b Supervised curriculum for students enrolled on or after 1 year after   
  promulgation of these rules; requirements. 
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The subcommittee recommended the curriculum changes below to reflect their desire to 
break down the hours of classroom instruction more specifically: 

Rule 22b. (1) As used in this rule, “supervised curriculum” means a massage therapy 
curriculum that meets the requirements of this rule and is approved by the board 
pursuant to R 338.726(2). 
  (2) Beginning on or after 1 year after promulgation of these rules, a supervised 
curriculum must include, at a minimum, 625 hours of courses or coursework and 
satisfy both of the following: 
   (a) Classroom instruction including both of the following: 
    (i) Seventy-five hours performing massage therapy services for members of the 
public in a supervised student clinic that meets all of the requirements of R 338.724.  
    (ii) Fifty hours of massage and bodywork assessment instruction. 
    (iii) Fifty hours of massage and bodywork theory instruction. 
    (iv) One hundred hours of massage and bodywork hands-on application 
instruction. 
   (b) Classroom instruction including all of the following: 
    (i) One hundred twenty-five hours of instruction on the body systems that include 
anatomy, physiology, and kinesiology.  
    (ii) Fifty hours of pathology. 
    (iii) Fifty hours of business, professional practice, or ethics instruction with a 
minimum of 10 hours in ethics. 
    (iv) Seventy-five hours of hand-on instruction in an area or related field, as 
determined by the school, that completes the massage therapy program of study.  

(v) Fifty hours of theory instruction in an area or related field, as determined by the 
school, that completes the massage therapy program of study.  

(b) (iv) 

Discussion was held on changing the required 160 hours of instruction in an area or related 
field to 135 hours.  

The committee agreed to make the change. 

R 338.724 Supervised student clinic; requirements.  

Rule 24 (2) (a) 

York shared she would like the maximum number of supervised clinic hours to be held off 
school premises to be raised to 30 hours. 

The committee agreed to the increase in hours. 

R 338.726 Educational standards; adoption by reference. 



Michigan Board of Massage Therapy  
Rules Committee Work Group Meeting Minutes 
May 28, 2025 
Page 4 of 5

Rule 26 (b) 

Marks shared that Licensing is reporting that program approval can be difficult to determine 
(CHEA and US Dept of Ed accredit schools). Licensing would prefer that all be NCBTMB 
assigned schools.  

Discussion was held. 

The committee agreed to require all schools to be NCBTMB approved 1 year after 
promulgation of these rules.   

R 338.739 License renewals; massage therapist; requirements; applicability. 

Rule 39 (4) 

Marks shared she added that a waiver request must be received by the department not less 
than 30 days before the last regularly scheduled board meeting before the expiration date 
of the license. 

The committee agreed to the addition. 

R 338.741 Acceptable continuing education; requirements; limitations. 

Rule 41. (1)  

Marks shared rule (1) will be removed and she will renumber this section. 

The committee agreed. 

(6) (a) 

Marks asked the committee if a continuing education course approved by NCBTMB or 
FSMTB and held outside the country would be approved. 

The committee agreed that yes, NCBTMB and FSMTB approved courses held outside the 
country would be accepted.   

Marks asked if a program approved by another state’s board of massage therapy be added. 

The committee agreed that those programs should be added. 

Marks asked if a program approved by the Athletic Trainers board would be approved. 
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The committee felt if the course was within the scope of practice for a massage therapist, 
then it would be approved.  MacIntosh shared that the department would not be able to 
determine if a course should be approved.   

The committee tentatively approved adding AT courses because more courses are needed, 
but the committee will revisit this.  

(6) (e) 

Marks asked if a maximum number of credits be added per renewal period? 

The committee agreed that no maximum number of hours should be included in the rule. 

(6) (f) 

Marks shared that the department does not have a form, If the committee agrees to keep 
this rule, there needs to be a form made. 

Discussion was held and the committee would like to keep the rule but feels it needs to be 
clarified. 

Marks said she will rework the rule and have the committee review. 

The committee agreed to keep the rule but to have it reworked and reviewed again.  

ADJOURNMENT at 3:46 p.m. 

Prepared by: 
Kim Smith Board Support Technician  June 3, 2025 
Bureau of Professional Licensing


