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STATE OF MICHIGAN

GRETCHEN WHITMER DEPARTMENT OF LICENSING AND REGULATORY AFFAIRS MARLON I. BROWN, DPA
GOVERNOR LANSING DIRECTOR

MICHIGAN BOARD OF OPTOMETRY

AUGUST 28, 2024

APPROVED MINUTES

In accordance with the Open Meetings Act, 1976 PA 267, as amended, the Michigan
Board of Optometry met on August 28, 2024, at 611 West Ottawa Street, Upper-Level
Conference Room 4, Lansing, Michigan 48933.

CALL TO ORDER
Robert Buckingham, OD, PhD Chairperson, called the meeting to order at 9:35 a.m.
ROLL CALL

Members Present: Robert Buckingham, OD, PhD, Chairperson
Bradley Taylor, OD, MPH
Sulman Hans, OD, MS, FAAO, Dipl, ABO
Velma Overman, Public Member (9:41 a.m. arrival)
Lauren Plawecki, Public Member
Samuel Wapner, OD

Members Absent: Virginia Manolakoudis, Public Member
Rovetta Mattia, OD

Staff Present: Sloane Ebersole, Senior Analyst, Compliance Section
Dena Marks, Departmental Specialist, Boards and Committees Section
LeAnn Payne, Board Support, Boards and Committees Section

Buckingham requested everyone introduce themselves.

APPROVAL OF AGENDA

MOTION by Taylor, seconded by Plawecki, to approve the agenda, as presented.
A voice vote followed.

MOTION PREVAILED
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MOTION by Taylor, seconded by Wapner, to approve the minutes dated May 22, 2024, as
presented.

A voice vote followed.
MOTION PREVAILED
Continuing Education Review

Buckingham gave the board an overview of the continuing education sponsorship
requests.

MOTION by Overman, seconded by Taylor, to approve the continuing education
sponsorships, as discussed.

A voice vote was held.
MOTION PREVAILED

REGULATORY CONSIDERATIONS
None

OLD BUSINESS

None

NEW BUSINESS

Elections

Marks handled the elections for chairperson and vice-chairperson.

MOTION by Wapner, seconded by Overman, to re-elect Buckingham, as chairperson.

A roll call vote followed:  Yeas: Buckingham, Hans, Overman, Plawecki, Taylor, Wapner
Nays: None

MOTION PREVAILED
MOTION by Wapner, seconded by Overman, to re-elect Taylor, as vice-chairperson.

A roll call vote followed:  Yeas: Buckingham, Hans, Overman, Plawecki, Taylor, Wapner
Nays: None

MOTION PREVAILED
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Committee Assignments

DSC: Hans, Plawecki, Wapner, Overman (Chair)
Manolkoudis (alt) Taylor (alt)

Board Review Panel: Buckingham, Mattia, Taylor

Continuing Education Sponsorship Review: Buckingham, Wapner

Rules: Buckingham, Taylor, Wapner

Optometry Examining Board of Canada (OEBC)

Buckingham discussed the differences the Canada (OEBC) and the United States exam
(NBEO) and asked for the board’s input. He asked members to share if they knew
someone who has taken both.

Buckingham asked for a brief recess for technical difficulties.

MOTION by Wapner, seconded by Overman, to recess at 10:04 a.m.

A voice vote was held.

MOTION PREVAILED

MOTION by Taylor, seconded by Hans to reconvene at 10:07 a.m.

A voice vote was held.

MOTION PREVAILED

Rules Discussion

Marks informed the board that the draft rules went to public hearing and there were no
comments. They will be moving to JCAR soon.

HPRC Appointment

Marks informed the board that their HPRC Representative, Christopher Richmond’s term is
up on December 31, 2024. He is eligible for reappointment.

MOTION by Taylor, seconded by Buckingham, to re-appoint Christopher Richmond as
their representative on the Health Professional Recovery Committee.

A roll call vote followed:  Yeas: Buckingham, Hans, Overman, Plawecki, Taylor, Wapner
Nays: None
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MOTION PREVAILED
Master Resolution
Marks presented the board with an updated Master Resolution.

MOTION by Overman, seconded by Plawecki, to approve the Master Resolution, as
presented.

A roll call vote followed:  Yeas: Buckingham, Hans, Overman, Plawecki, Taylor, Wapner
Nays: None

MOTION PREVAILED
2025 Public Notice

The board was given the 2025 Public Notice.

Chair Report

None

Department Update
None

PUBLIC COMMENT

Jeff Towns, from the Michigan Optometric Association asked how long we can expect to
get a new professional member on the board.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

The next regularly scheduled meeting will be held November 19, 2024, 9:30 a.m. at, 611
West Ottawa Street, Upper Level, Conference Room 4, Lansing, Michigan.

ADJOURNMENT
MOTION by Taylor, seconded by Hans, to adjourn the meeting at 10:38 a.m.
A voice vote was taken.

MOTION PREVAILED
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Minutes approved on: 11/19/24

Prepared by:
LeAnn Payne, Board Support August 29, 2024



OPTOMETRY CONTINUING EDUCATION REVIEW
August 28, 2024

The Continuing Education Subcommittee recommends approving the
following programs:

1. BayCare Clinic Eye Specialists — The BayCare Clinic Eye Specialists seeks
approval of 1 hour of continuing education (CE) titled “BayCare Clinic Specialists
Educational Symposium: Overview of Eyelid Diseases and Disorders.” The symposium
is to be held on September 5, 2024, for 1 hour of general clinical optometry. The
application was submitted on time, was complete, and was consistent with the guidance
outlined in R 338.332. The application was approved by the Continuing Education
Subcommittee.

2. Akler Eye Center — The Akler Eye Center seeks approval of 2 hours of continuing
education (CE) titled “Refractive Errors in 2024 — Medical & Surgical Management and
a Day in the Life” The continuing education will be held on October 23, 2024, for 1 hour
of general clinical optometry and 1 hour of pharmaceutical management. The
application was submitted on time, was complete, and was consistent with the guidance
outlined in R 338.332. The application was approved by the Continuing Education
Subcommittee.



