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MICHIGAN BOARD OF REAL ESTATE BROKERS  
AND SALESPERSONS 

March 12, 2025, MEETING 

APPROVED MINUTES 

In accordance with the Open Meetings Act, 1976 PA 267, as amended, the Michigan 
Board of Real Estate Brokers and Salespersons met on March 12, 2025, at 611 West 
Ottawa Street, Upper-Level Conference Room 4, Lansing, Michigan 48933. 

CALL TO ORDER 

Benjamin Smith, III, Real Estate Broker, Chairperson, called the meeting to order at 10:06 
a.m. 

ROLL CALL

Members Present: Benjamin Smith, III, Real Estate Broker, Chairperson 
Aaron Fox, Real Estate Broker 
Christopher Germain, Real Estate Salesperson 
Andrew Gutman, Real Estate Associate Broker 
Abe Koumaiha, Real Estate Agent 
Maggie LaHaie, Public Member 
Nusrat Moghul, Real Estate Broker 

Members Absent: Chase Cantrell, Public Member, Vice Chairperson  
Christian Rodriguez, Public Member 

Staff:  Sloane Ebersole, JD, Senior Analyst, Compliance Section
Dena Marks, JD, Departmental Specialist,  

Boards and Committees Section  
Kim Smith, Board Support Technician, 

Boards and Committees Section 
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APPROVAL OF AGENDA

MOTION by Fox, seconded by Koumaiha, to approve the agenda, as presented. 

A voice vote followed. 

MOTION PREVAILED 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

MOTION by LaHaie, seconded by Koumaiha, to approve the minutes from November 10, 
2024, as written. 

A voice vote followed. 

MOTION PREVAILED 

REGULATORY CONSIDERATIONS 

Consent Orders and Stipulations 

Smith recused on all matters he is listed as conferee and appointed Gutman to act as 
chair for those cases. 

Mary Frances McCarthy 

MOTION by Koumaiha, seconded by Germain to accept the Consent Order and 
Stipulation.  

A roll call vote was taken: Yeas: Fox, Germain, Koumaiha, LaHaie, Moghul, 
Gutman   
Nays: None 
Recused: Smith 

MOTION PREVAILED 

McCune & Co, LLC 

MOTION by Koumaiha, seconded by LaHaie, to accept the Consent Order and 
Stipulation.  

A roll call vote was taken: Yeas: Fox, Germain, Koumaiha, LaHaie, Moghul, 
Gutman   
Nays: None 
Recused: Smith 

MOTION PREVAILED 
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Abigail Anne Balger 

Fox recused from the matter.  

MOTION by LaHaie, seconded by Koumaiha to accept the Consent Order and Stipulation.  

A roll call vote was taken: Yeas: Germain, Koumaiha, LaHaie, Moghul, Gutman   
Nays: None 
Recused: Fox, Smith 

MOTION PREVAILED 

Michael Deising 

Germain recused from the matter. 

MOTION by Koumaiha, seconded by LaHaie, to accept the Consent Order and 
Stipulation.  

A roll call vote was taken: Yeas: Fox, Koumaiha, LaHaie, Moghul, Gutman  
Nays: None 
Recused: Germain, Smith 

MOTION PREVAILED 

Shane Adams 

Gutman gave the chair position back to Smith. 
Germain recused from the matter.   

MOTION by Koumaiha, seconded by Smith, to accept the Consent Order and Stipulation.  

A roll call vote was taken: Yeas: Fox, Koumaiha, LaHaie, Moghul, Gutman 
 Nays: None 
Recused: Germain, Smith 

MOTION PREVAILED 

Carolyn Jean Basacchi 

Gutman recused himself from the matter. 

MOTION by Koumaiha, seconded by Germain, to accept the Consent Order and 
Stipulation.  

A roll call vote was taken: Yeas: Fox, Germain, Koumaiha, LaHaie, Moghul, Smith 
 Nays: None 
 Recused: Gutman 

MOTION PREVAILED 
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Caldwell Realty & Associates, LLC and Brian Caldwell 

Germain recused himself from this matter.  

MOTION by LaHaie, seconded by Koumaiha, to accept the Consent Order and 
Stipulation. 

A roll call vote was taken: Yeas: Fox, Gutman, Koumaiha, LaHaie, Moghul, Smith 
 Nays: None 
 Recused: Germain 

MOTION PREVAILED 

Jason Raleigh Jones 

MOTION by LaHaie, seconded by Smith, to accept the Consent Order and Stipulation. 

A roll call vote was taken:  Yeas:  Fox, Germain, Gutman, Koumaiha, LaHaie,   
Moghul, Smith 

           Nays: None 
MOTION PREVAILED 

Jason Thomas Kudary 

Germain recused himself from this matter. 

MOTION by, Koumaiha, seconded by LaHaie, to accept the Consent Order and 
Stipulation.  

A roll call vote was taken: Yeas: Fox, Gutman, Koumaiha, LaHaie, Moghul, Smith 
 Nays: None 
 Recused: Germain 

MOTION PREVAILED 

Deborah Anne Nale  

Germain recused himself from this matter. 

MOTION by, Koumaiha, seconded by LaHaie, to accept the Consent Order and 
Stipulation.  

A roll call vote was taken: Yeas: Fox, Gutman, Koumaiha, LaHaie, Moghul, Smith 
 Nays: None 
 Recused: Germain 

MOTION PREVAILED 
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Suzanne Riley 

Germain recused himself from this matter. 

MOTION by, Koumaiha, seconded by LaHaie, to accept the Consent Order and 
Stipulation.  

A roll call vote was taken: Yeas: Fox, Gutman, Koumaiha, LaHaie, Moghul, Smith 
 Nays: None 
 Recused: Germain 

MOTION PREVAILED 

Opulent Realty Team, LLC & Marcus James Twyman 

MOTION by Moghul, seconded by Smith, to discuss the matter 

A voice vote followed 

MOTION PREVAILED 

MOTION by Moghul, seconded by Smith, to reject the Consent Order and Stipulation. 

A roll call vote was taken: Yeas: Moghul, Smith 
 Nays: Fox, Germain, Gutman, Koumaiha, LaHaie 

MOTION FAILED 

MOTION by LaHaie, seconded by Gutman, to accept the Consent Order and Stipulation. 

A roll call vote was taken: Yeas: Fox, Germain, Gutman, Koumaiha, LaHaie 
 Nays: Moghul, Smith 

MOTION PREVAILED 

Hearing Report 

MOTION by LaHaie, seconded by Gutman, to receive the hearing report. 

A voice vote followed 

MOTION PREVAILED 

Arielle Jeanine Echols 

MOTION by LaHaie, seconded by Fox, to discuss the matter.  

A voice vote followed 
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MOTION PREVAILED 

MOTION by LaHaie, seconded by Gutman to impose a suspension for a minimum of 1 
day until $1,000 fine is paid prior to reinstatement and upon reinstatement, probation for 
minimum of 1 day, not to exceed 6 months. Probation terms include: 6 hours of Continuing 
Education in Ethics. Continuing Education does not count toward renewal and must be 
pre-approved by board chair. Failure to complete the terms will result in automatic 
suspension.   

A roll call vote was taken:  Yeas: Fox, Germain, Gutman, Koumaiha, LaHaie, 
Moghul, Smith 

 Nays: None 
MOTION PREVAILED 

OLD BUSINESS 

None 

NEW BUSINESS 

Elections 

Marks ran the election for chair.  

MOTION by Gutman, seconded by Moghul, to elect Smith as chairperson. 

A roll call vote was taken: Yeas:   Fox, Germain, Gutman, Koumaiha, LaHaie,    
Moghul, Smith 

 Nays: None 
MOTION PREVAILED 

Marks ran the election for vice chair. 

MOTION by Smith, seconded by Moghul, to elect Cantrell as vice chairperson. 

A roll call vote was taken: Yeas:   Fox, Germain, Gutman, Koumaiha, LaHaie,    
Moghul, Smith 

 Nays: None 
MOTION PREVAILED 

Committee Assignments 

Smith made the following assignment: 

Rules: 
Cantrell 
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Gutman 
LaHaie 
Conflict of Interest Form 

Marks read through the Conflict-of-Interest form and assisted the members in the 
completion of the form.  

Master Resolution Review 

Marks provided an overview of the current Board of Real Estate Brokers and 
Salespersons Resolution and shared that no changes have been made but wanted to 
review with the board.  

Board Member Resolution 

Smith provided an overview honoring Natalie Rowe and her time served on the Michigan 
Board of Real Estate Brokers and Salespersons.  

Chair Report 

Smith felt cases were coming in more frequently that required a conferee. He let the board 
know he planned to spread evenly between the professional members and asked the 
members to let him know if any issues arose. Smith reminded all members to check their 
state email more frequently.  

Department Update  

Marks stated there was a statutory change in the current rule set and the rules had to be 
amended. Marks stated the Public Hearing is Friday, March 13, 2025 and if there are 
comments about the rules, the rules committee will be assembled to review them. If no 
comments are made, the rules will be moved forward. 

PUBLIC COMMENT 

None 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

The next regularly scheduled meeting will be held on June 9, 2025, at 10:00 a.m. at 611 
West Ottawa Street, Upper-Level Conference Center Room 4, Lansing, Michigan 48933. 

ADJOURNMENT  

MOTION by LaHaie, seconded by Gutman, to adjourn the meeting at 11:07 a.m. 

A voice vote followed. 
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MOTION PREVAILED 

Minutes approved by the Board on: June 9, 2025  

Prepared by:  
Kim Smith, Board Support Technician  March 13, 2025 
Bureau of Professional Licensing
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